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The South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market is projected to grow
significantly, reaching an estimated US$ 700.4 million by 2031, up from US$ 554.3
million in 2024. This growth represents a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 3.6%
from 2025 to 2031, indicating a steady upward trend in the market.

Executive Summary and Market Analysis

The aviation sector in South and Central America is entering a phase of gradual growth,
driven by several factors including the expansion of the aircraft fleet, improvements in
regulatory frameworks, and an increasing demand for modernization in commercial
aviation. Currently, the market experiences moderate growth due to limited economic
spending and the relatively low presence of major aerospace interior manufacturers.
However, long-term forecasts suggest substantial potential, particularly in countries like
Brazil, Argentina, and Chile.

As of 2025, South America boasts a fleet of over 1,808 operational commercial aircraft,
with projections indicating an increase to 2,319 by 2035, according to Oliver Wyman.
This growth in fleet size is expected to boost the demand for aircraft interior
components, especially aviation-grade leather used in seat covers, armrests, side
panels, and other cabin elements. This is particularly true for business class and
regional jets, which prioritize passenger comfort and durability.

Strategic Insights

Market Segmentation Analysis
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The South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market is segmented by
type, application, and aircraft type:

By Type: The market is divided into Genuine Leather, Atrtificial Leather,
Polyurethane, Polyvinyl Chloride, and Others. In 2024, the Genuine Leather
segment held the largest market share.

By Application: The market is categorized into Seats, Headrests, Armrests,
Cushions, Cabin Interiors, and Others, with the Seats segment leading in 2024.

By Aircraft Type: The market is segmented into Private Aircraft, Commercial
Aircraft, Military Aircraft, and Others, where the Commercial Aircraft segment
dominated in 2024.

Market Outlook

Leather is highly valued in the aviation industry for its durability and aesthetic appeal,
which aligns with passenger expectations for comfort and style. The leather industry is
increasingly adopting modern technologies to enhance quality and sustainability in
production. As consumers become more environmentally conscious, manufacturers are
focusing on reducing their ecological footprint. This shift is driving demand for advanced
leather production processes.

For instance, in May 2024, Muirhead launched a new FreeTAN technology that
eliminates the need for fossil fuels, oil-based components, and heavy metals in leather
production. Such innovations not only optimize production processes but also allow for
the creation of customizable, performance-driven textiles that meet the aviation
industry's stringent requirements for aesthetics and comfort.

Moreover, the integration of smart technologies, such as automated monitoring
systems, is helping leather manufacturers improve efficiency, quality control, and
consistency. These advancements enable manufacturers to reduce production time and
waste, promoting environmentally responsible practices. Consequently, increased
research and development activities in leather manufacturing are creating lucrative
opportunities within the market.

Country Insights
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The South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market is further segmented by
country, including Brazil, Argentina, and the Rest of South and Central America. Brazil
is the leading market player as of 2024.

Brazil serves as a significant hub for aerospace manufacturing globally, with the aviation
sector being a crucial part of its economy. Recent developments in Brazil's aviation
industry, such as a 7.3% increase in domestic traffic in 2024, have surpassed pre-
pandemic levels by 3.0%. This growth is expected to drive the aircraft maintenance,
repair, and overhaul (MRO) market significantly. The International Air Transport
Association (IATA) reports a robust recovery in passenger demand, indicating a
favorable environment for MRO services.

In May 2024, GE Aerospace announced a US$ 76.10 million investment to expand its
MRO facility in Tres Rios, responding to increased customer volume across the region.
This expansion will enhance the facility's capacity and capabilities, allowing it to better
serve airlines as they expand their fleets to accommodate rising passenger numbers.
The growth of the MRO sector directly impacts the aftermarket for leather interiors, as
frequent maintenance often necessitates seat refurbishments, leather replacements,
and interior upgrades, particularly in premium cabins.

Company Profiles

Key players in the South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market include BASF
SE, BOXMARK Leather GmbH & Co KG, Teijin Ltd, Toray Industries Inc, Covestro AG,
San Fang Chemical Industrial Co Ltd, FILWEL Co., Ltd., Curtidos Trevi?o0 S.A. de C.V.,
Wickett-Craig, Super Tannery Ltd., Wollsdorf Leder Schmidt & Co Ges.m.b.H., EImo
Sweden AB, ICAIPLAST Spa, Conceria Leonica S.p.A., and Giriraj Coated Fab PVT.
LTD.

These companies are employing various strategies such as expansion, product

innovation, and mergers and acquisitions to enhance their market presence and offer
innovative products to consumers.
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Volume and Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (Sqg. Meter)

Figure 19. Cabin Interiors: South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market -
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Revenue and Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (US$ Million)

Figure 20. Others: South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market - Volume and
Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (Sq. Meter)

Figure 20. Others: South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market - Revenue
and Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (US$ Million)

Figure 21. South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market Share (%) - by
Aircraft Type, 2024 and 2031

Figure 22. Private Aircrafts: South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market -
Volume and Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (Sqg. Meter)

Figure 22. Private Aircrafts: South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market -
Revenue and Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (US$ Million)

Figure 23. Commercial Aircrafts: South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market
- Volume and Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (Sq. Meter)

Figure 23. Commercial Aircrafts: South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market
- Revenue and Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (US$ Million)

Figure 24. Military Aircrafts: South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market -
Volume and Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (Sqg. Meter)

Figure 24. Military Aircrafts: South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market -
Revenue and Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (US$ Million)

Figure 25. Others: South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market - Volume and
Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (Sq. Meter)

Figure 25. Others: South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market - Revenue
and Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (US$ Million)

Figure 26. South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market Breakdown by Key
Countries, 2024 and 2031 (%)

Figure 27. Brazil: South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market - Revenue and
Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (US$ Million)

Figure 28. Argentina: South and Central America Leather for Aviation Market - Revenue
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and Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (US$ Million)

Figure 29. Rest of South and Central America: South and Central America Leather for
Aviation Market - Revenue and Forecast, 2021 - 2031 (US$ Million)
Figure 30. Company Market Share Analysis, 2024
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