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The Middle East and Africa Leather for Aviation Market is projected to grow significantly,
reaching an estimated US$ 250.6 million by 2031, up from US$ 194.6 million in 2024.
This growth reflects a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 3.9% from 2025 to
2031.

Executive Summary and Market Analysis

The aviation sector in the Middle East and Africa (MEA) has experienced a surge in air
traffic capacity, leading to increased supply from major operators in the region. A key

driver of the leather for aviation market is the rising demand for new aircraft from major
airlines in MEA countries. For example, in October 2024, Saudi Arabian Riyadh Airlines
announced plans to purchase 60 Airbus aircraft, specifically single-aisle A321 neo jets.

Countries such as the UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey are investing heavily in new
defense aircraft and maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO) activities for their
existing fleets. The growth in the number of airports and aircraft is further propelling the
demand for leather in aviation applications. According to the Federal Aviation
Administration, the aviation industry in the Middle East saw an annual growth rate of
10% in 2023.

Strategic Insights

Market Segmentation Analysis

The Middle East and Africa Leather for Aviation Market can be segmented by type,
application, and aircraft type:
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By Type: The market is divided into Genuine Leather, Atrtificial Leather,
Polyurethane, Polyvinyl Chloride, and Others. In 2024, the Genuine Leather
segment held the largest market share.

By Application: The market is categorized into Seats, Headrests, Armrests,
Cushions, Cabin Interiors, and Others, with the Seats segment leading in 2024.

By Aircraft Type: The market is segmented into Private Aircraft, Commercial
Aircraft, Military Aircraft, and Others, where the Commercial Aircraft segment
dominated in 2024.

Market Outlook

A notable trend in the aviation leather market is the increasing adoption of vegan
leather, also known as faux leather. This synthetic alternative mimics the look and feel
of traditional leather but is made from eco-friendly materials such as pineapple leaves,
apple peels, and mushrooms, as well as synthetic polymers. The popularity of plant-
based materials is rising due to their sustainable properties, appealing to
environmentally conscious consumers and the aviation industry alike. Vegan leather is
being utilized in aircraft seat upholstery, headrests, and other interior components,
contributing to fuel efficiency and meeting stringent fire safety standards.

In May 2024, Acro Aircraft Seating showcased two new seating contracts at the Aircraft
Interiors Expo in Hamburg, one with Spanish low-cost carrier Volotea and another with
Saudi Arabia's Flyadeal. These contracts involve customizing aircraft seats with grey
vegan leather covers and headrests that incorporate Acro's signature Vichy design.

Aircraft manufacturers are increasingly turning to sustainable materials, including
recycled leather. For instance, Generation Phoenix Ltd. offers recycled leather fiber that
is up to 45% lighter than conventional leather, potentially saving airlines up to US$
10,000 in fuel costs and reducing CO2 emissions by 84 tons per aircraft annually. This
innovation not only benefits the environment but also provides economic advantages for
airlines. Additionally, Helios, another innovation from the company, transforms end-of-
life airplane seat covers into fully recyclable materials, cutting the carbon footprint of
aviation materials by 30% and eliminating approximately 3 tons of landfill waste per year
for a fleet of 180 aircraft. As consumer demand for sustainable products grows, the
market for vegan leather is expected to expand.
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Country Insights

The Middle East and Africa Leather for Aviation Market is further segmented by country,
including South Africa, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Morocco, and
the Rest of the Middle East and Africa. In 2024, the Rest of the Middle East and Africa
accounted for the largest market share.

Countries like Egypt, Israel, Turkey, and Ethiopia are experiencing steady growth driven
by fleet modernization, increasing passenger demand, and rising investments in both
military and commercial aviation. These trends are creating opportunities in related
segments, particularly in aircraft interiors, where the demand for aviation-grade leather
Is increasing across both Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) and MRO channels.
Airlines in the Rest of MEA are focused on acquiring new aircraft to meet the growing
air travel demand. For instance, in November 2023, Egypt Airlines ordered 10 A350-900
aircraft at the Dubai Airshow to cater to this demand.

In 2024, the Israeli Ministry of Defense approved several procurement and
modernization projects for the Israel Defense Forces (IDF), including a US$ 5.2 billion
deal with Boeing for 25 advanced F-15IA fighter jets, with an option for an additional 25
aircraft. This deal is part of a larger US aid package, with deliveries expected to start in
2031. Additionally, Egypt's Arab Organization for Industrialization (AOI) and KAl signed
an agreement to produce the FA-50 in Egypt, highlighting the emphasis on upgrading
military aircraft amid geopolitical tensions.

Company Profiles

Key players in the Middle East and Africa Leather for Aviation Market include BASF SE,
BOXMARK Leather GmbH & Co KG, Teijin Ltd, Toray Industries Inc, Covestro AG, San
Fang Chemical Industrial Co Ltd, FILWEL Co., Ltd., Curtidos Trevi?0 S.A. de C.V.,
Wickett-Craig, Super Tannery Ltd., Wollsdorf Leder Schmidt & Co Ges.m.b.H., EImo
Sweden AB, ICAIPLAST Spa, Conceria Leonica S.p.A., and Giriraj Coated Fab PVT.
LTD. These companies are employing various strategies such as expansion, product
innovation, and mergers and acquisitions to enhance their market presence and offer
innovative products to consumers.
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