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The Europe Ready-to-Drink (RTD) Alcoholic Beverages Market is poised for significant
growth, with projections indicating an increase from approximately US$ 6,575.7 million
in 2024 to US$ 10,941.0 million by 2031. This growth trajectory reflects a compound
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 7.6% from 2025 to 2031, driven by evolving consumer
preferences and urbanization trends across the continent.

Market Overview

The RTD alcoholic beverages market in Europe is experiencing a surge in demand,
particularly in countries like France, Germany, the UK, Russia, and Italy. Consumers in
these regions are increasingly seeking innovative and convenient beverage options,
which has led to a rise in the popularity of RTD cocktails and hard seltzers. The
convenience of RTD beverages allows consumers to enjoy their drinks without the need
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for mixing, catering to the on-the-go lifestyle that many Europeans now
embrace. Additionally, the trend of celebrating various occasions has further fueled the
demand for portable RTD options.

Health and wellness awareness among consumers is also influencing market dynamics.
There is a growing preference for RTD alcoholic beverages that are low in calories, low
in alcohol, or gluten-free, aligning with the health-conscious mindset prevalent among
many Europeans. This shift in consumer behavior is prompting manufacturers to
innovate and diversify their product offerings to meet these demands.

Strategic Initiatives

Key players in the market are actively engaging in strategic initiatives such as product
launches, partnerships, and mergers to capitalize on the growing demand for RTD
alcoholic beverages. For example, in February 2024, Coca-Cola Co. and Pernod Ricard
collaborated to introduce a new RTD cocktail combining Absolut vodka and Sprite in
Europe. Similarly, Bacardi Limited and Coca-Cola announced a partnership to launch a
pre-mixed cocktail featuring Bacardi rum and Coca-Cola, set to debut in 2025. These
collaborations highlight the trend of established beverage companies venturing into the
RTD space to attract a broader consumer base.

Market Segmentation

The Europe RTD alcoholic beverages market can be segmented by product type, base
type, packaging type, category, and distribution channel:

Product Type: The market includes segments such as Hard Seltzers (with
flavors like citrus fruits, berries, and tropical fruits), RTD Cocktails, Wine-Based

Spritzers, and others. Hard seltzers are currently leading the market share.

Base Type: The market is divided into Malt-Based, Wine-Based, and Spirit-
Based categories, with malt-based beverages holding the largest share.

Packaging Type: Cans are the preferred packaging format, dominating the
market over bottles and other types.

Category: The market is segmented into Low or No Sugar and Regular
categories, with regular RTD beverages being the most popular.
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Distribution Channel: The off-trade segment, which includes supermarkets and
hypermarkets, is the largest distribution channel for RTD alcoholic beverages.

Country Insights

Germany is currently the largest market for RTD alcoholic beverages in Europe, driven
by a youthful demographic that favors convenient, ready-to-drink options. The trend of
premiumization is also notable, with consumers increasingly opting for flavored alcoholic
beverages that are lower in alcohol and calories due to health concerns. The on-
premises sector is witnessing growth as well, particularly among younger consumers
who prefer pre-mixed drinks over traditional spirits.

Marketing and Branding Strategies

To capture the attention of health-conscious consumers, manufacturers are employing
targeted marketing strategies that emphasize wellness. Brands are positioning their
RTD products as healthier alternatives to traditional alcoholic beverages. For instance,
White Claw has successfully marketed itself with a 'better for you' campaign, focusing
on low-calorie and low-sugar formulations that appeal to millennials and Gen Z
consumers. Social media marketing plays a crucial role in this strategy, with brands
leveraging influencer partnerships and viral trends to enhance engagement and brand
visibility.

Strongbow, a leading cider brand in the UK, exemplifies effective branding by promoting
itself as a refreshing drink for social occasions, aligning with consumer preferences for
light and enjoyable beverages. This approach mirrors the strategies of other brands like
Truly, which emphasizes a fun and social drinking experience.

Conclusion

The Europe RTD alcoholic beverages market is on a robust growth path, driven by
changing consumer preferences, health consciousness, and strategic initiatives by key
players. As the market continues to evolve, manufacturers are likely to focus on
innovation and marketing strategies that resonate with the modern consumer, ensuring
that they remain competitive in this dynamic landscape.
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