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Abstracts

The Asia Pacific Leather for Railway Market is projected to grow significantly, reaching

an estimated US$ 697.9 million by 2031, up from US$ 495.9 million in 2024. This

growth reflects a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 5.0% from 2025 to 2031,

driven by various factors influencing the railway industry in the region.

Executive Summary and Market Analysis

The increasing middle-class population and rising disposable incomes in the Asia

Pacific region are key drivers of demand for high-quality train interiors, particularly

leather components such as seats, cushions, and pillows. Both government and private

sector investments in modernizing and expanding railway networks are on the rise.

These investments include the development of high-speed rail systems and upgrades to

existing lines, aimed at enhancing connectivity and accommodating growing passenger

volumes. Such initiatives are expected to significantly boost the demand for durable and

visually appealing materials like leather in train interiors.

Leather, whether genuine or synthetic, is favored for its durability, comfort, and

aesthetic qualities. The growing trend towards business-class and first-class cabins

further increases the demand for leather seating solutions, as passengers seek

enhanced comfort and luxury during their travels.

Strategic Insights

Market Segmentation Analysis

The Asia Pacific Leather for Railway Market can be segmented based on type,
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application, and train type:

By Type: The market is divided into Genuine Leather, Artificial Leather,

Polyurethane, Polyvinyl Chloride, and Others. In 2024, the Genuine Leather

segment held the largest market share.

By Application: The market is segmented into Train Seats, Traction Bellows,

Handle and Grip Bars, Cushions and Pillows, and Others. The Train Seats

segment was the dominant application in 2024.

By Train Type: The market is categorized into Passenger Trains, Freight Trains,

Mining Trains, and Others, with Passenger Trains leading the market in 2024.

Market Outlook

Artificial leather, which is made from a fabric base such as polyester and finished with

materials like dye, wax, polyurethane (PU), or polyvinyl chloride (PVC), is gaining

popularity in the railway sector. It offers several advantages over genuine leather,

including greater resistance to wear, water, and sunlight. Artificial leather is easier to

maintain and does not fade or crack as quickly as genuine leather when exposed to

sunlight. Additionally, it can be produced in various finishes and colors, providing more

design flexibility.

These characteristics make artificial leather an ideal choice for railway applications,

allowing operators to offer high-quality materials at more affordable prices. Furthermore,

the production of genuine leather often involves significant water usage and chemical

tanning processes, leading to a growing consumer preference for synthetic leather as a

more eco-friendly alternative that reduces carbon footprints.

Railway operators are increasingly adopting synthetic leather for interior applications,

contributing to a circular economy. For instance, in October 2024, Oriental Rail

Infrastructure secured a US$ 0.19 million contract with Northeastern Railways (NER) in

India to manufacture and supply vinyl-coated upholstery fabric (artificial leather) for both

AC and non-AC coaches. The rising awareness of the benefits of artificial leather, along

with its affordability and sustainable production practices, is expected to create further

growth opportunities in the market.

Country Insights
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The Asia Pacific Leather for Railway Market is also analyzed by country, including

Australia, China, India, Japan, South Korea, and the Rest of APAC. China is the largest

market player, holding a significant share in 2024.

In 2024, China's railway network facilitated over 4.08 billion passenger trips and

transported approximately 3.99 billion tonnes of cargo. The State Council of China has

announced plans to expand the country's high-speed rail system from 48,000 km at the

end of 2024 to around 60,000 km by 2030, as part of a broader initiative to increase the

total railway network to 180,000 km by 2030. This expansion is crucial for the leather

industry, as it enhances the efficient transportation of raw materials and finished

products. The development of specialized freight corridors and logistics hubs further

facilitates the movement of leather goods both domestically and internationally.

Company Profiles

Key players in the Asia Pacific Leather for Railway Market include BASF SE,

BOXMARK Leather GmbH & Co KG, Teijin Ltd, Toray Industries Inc, Covestro AG, San

Fang Chemical Industrial Co Ltd, FILWEL Co., Ltd., Kuraray Co Ltd, Wickett-Craig,

Super Tannery Ltd., Wollsdorf Leder Schmidt & Co Ges.m.b.H., Elmo Sweden AB,

ICAIPLAST Spa, Conceria Leonica S.p.A., and Giriraj Coated Fab PVT. LTD.

These companies are employing various strategies such as expansion, product

innovation, and mergers and acquisitions to enhance their market presence and offer

innovative products to consumers. The competitive landscape is evolving as these

players strive to meet the growing demand for high-quality leather solutions in the

railway sector.
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