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Abstracts

The textile and clothing supply chain starts with fibres and, as such, the environmental

sustainability of the supply chain depends on the way those fibres are grown or

manufactured and the raw materials used. Cotton growing can consume large amounts

of synthetic fertilisers and pesticides and huge amounts of water. The manufacture of

cellulosic man-made fibres can involve the use of harmful chemicals, and the polymers

used in the manufacture of synthetic fibres are derived mostly from unsustainable fossil

fuels. In this edition of "Talking strategy", Robin Anson analyses the environmental

impact of various fibre manufacturing processes, examines the environmental impact of

different fibre types during wet processes such as dyeing, bleaching, finishing and

laundering, and describes some of the measures being taken to improve environmental

sustainability in these areas. Also, he compares the environmental sustainability of

different fibre types, describes some of the steps being taken to improve environmental

sustainability in fibre manufacture, and comments on the growing number of fibre, textile

and garment recycling and "re-engineering" initiatives.
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