
Solar Energy Market – Global Industry Size, Share,

Trends, Opportunity, and Forecast, Segmented By

Technology (Photovoltaic Systems, Concentrated

Solar Power Systems), by Solar Module

(Monocrystalline, Polycrystalline, Cadmium Telluride,

Amorphous Silicon Cells, Others), By Application

(Residential, Commercial, Industrial), By End-Use

(Electricity Generation, Lighting, Heating, Charging),

By Region, By Competition, 2018-2028

https://marketpublishers.com/r/S2C72F308D90EN.html

Date: November 2023

Pages: 190

Price: US$ 4,500.00 (Single User License)

ID: S2C72F308D90EN

Abstracts

Global Solar Energy Market was valued at USD 94.72 Billion in 2022 and is anticipated

to project robust growth in the forecast period with a CAGR of 12.41% through 2028.

One of the major drivers for the Global Solar Energy Market is the escalating demand

for sustainable and clean energy solutions to address the challenges of climate change

and environmental degradation. The adoption and proliferation of solar energy

technologies are fueled by several factors that contribute to the overall advancement

and transformation of the energy landscape. Here are key aspects of this major driver:

Solar energy technologies, particularly photovoltaic (PV) systems, play a pivotal role in

enhancing the sustainability of the global energy mix by harnessing the power of

sunlight. These technologies convert sunlight into electricity, offering a clean and

renewable source of energy. The persistent global focus on reducing carbon emissions

and mitigating the impacts of climate change has accelerated the adoption of solar

energy as a key component of the transition to low-carbon and sustainable energy

systems.
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The demand for clean and green energy solutions is driving the deployment of

solar panels across diverse applications, including residential, commercial, industrial,

and utility-scale projects. Solar photovoltaic systems are strategically installed to

capture sunlight and convert it into electricity, providing a decentralized and

environmentally friendly alternative to traditional fossil fuel-based power generation.

Solar energy technologies contribute significantly to grid decentralization and energy

independence. Distributed solar installations, such as rooftop solar panels on homes

and businesses, reduce reliance on centralized power plants and enhance the

resilience of energy systems. This decentralization aligns with the global trend towards

energy democratization, empowering individuals and communities to generate their own

electricity sustainably.

The imperative for reducing dependence on finite and environmentally harmful fossil

fuels is a driving force behind the adoption of solar energy. As concerns about energy

security and the environmental impact of traditional energy sources grow, solar power

offers a renewable and abundant alternative. Solar technologies contribute to

diversifying the energy mix, reducing reliance on non-renewable resources, and

mitigating the environmental footprint associated with energy production.

The economic viability and increasing affordability of solar energy solutions further

accelerate market growth. Advances in technology, manufacturing processes, and

economies of scale have led to a significant reduction in the cost of solar panels and

associated components. Governments and financial institutions incentivize solar

investments through subsidies, tax credits, and favorable financing options, making

solar energy increasingly accessible to a broader range of consumers.

In summary, the major driver for the Global Solar Energy Market is the escalating

demand for sustainable and clean energy solutions. The adoption of solar energy

addresses the pressing challenges of climate change and environmental sustainability

by providing a reliable, decentralized, and economically viable source of electricity.

Solar technologies contribute to the transformation of the global energy landscape,

offering a pathway towards a more sustainable and resilient future.

Key Market Drivers:

Increasing Focus on Sustainable and Clean Energy Solutions:

The Global Solar Energy Market is being propelled by a paramount driving factor—the
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escalating focus on sustainable and clean energy solutions. This overarching trend is a

response to the pressing challenges posed by climate change, environmental

degradation, and the need to transition away from traditional fossil fuel-based energy

sources. The global community, including governments, businesses, and individuals, is

recognizing the imperative to adopt cleaner alternatives, and solar energy emerges as a

frontrunner in this paradigm shift.

Solar energy technologies, particularly photovoltaic (PV) systems, have gained

prominence due to their ability to harness the abundant and renewable power of

sunlight. As the world grapples with the consequences of carbon emissions and seeks

to reduce its reliance on finite fossil fuels, the adoption of solar energy becomes a

strategic move toward a more sustainable and environmentally friendly energy

landscape.

The increasing global commitment to mitigating climate change is driving countries to

set ambitious renewable energy targets. Governments are implementing policies and

incentives to promote the deployment of solar energy systems, fostering a conducive

environment for investment and growth in the solar sector. The urgency to transition to

low-carbon energy sources further amplifies the significance of solar energy as a key

driver in the global energy transition.

Moreover, the rising awareness of environmental stewardship among consumers and

businesses is influencing energy choices. The demand for clean and green energy

solutions has led to a surge in solar installations across various sectors, including

residential, commercial, and industrial. Solar energy's intrinsic alignment with

sustainability goals positions it as a central driving force behind the transformation of the

global energy landscape.

Technological Advancements and Cost Reduction:

Technological advancements and continuous innovation play a pivotal role in propelling

the Global Solar Energy Market forward. Over the years, significant strides have been

made in solar technology, leading to increased efficiency, reduced costs, and enhanced

performance of solar panels. These advancements have contributed to making solar

energy more competitive and economically viable compared to traditional energy

sources.

One of the key technological breakthroughs is the improvement in the efficiency of solar

cells. Research and development efforts have led to the creation of highly efficient solar
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panels capable of converting a larger proportion of sunlight into electricity. This

increased efficiency translates into higher energy yields, making solar energy systems

more productive and attractive to a broad spectrum of consumers.

Cost reduction is another critical factor driving the widespread adoption of solar energy.

Advances in manufacturing processes, economies of scale, and innovations in materials

have substantially lowered the overall cost of solar panels. Additionally, governments

and financial institutions are offering incentives such as subsidies, tax credits, and

favorable financing options, further bolstering the affordability of solar installations.

The combination of technological advancements and cost reduction has unlocked new

possibilities for solar energy deployment across various applications. From utility-scale

solar farms to rooftop solar installations, the improved economics of solar energy

systems make them increasingly accessible to a diverse range of consumers, fostering

market growth.

Energy Security and Decentralization:

Energy security and the decentralization of energy systems represent a driving force

behind the Global Solar Energy Market. The traditional centralized model of energy

production, reliant on large-scale power plants, is being reevaluated in favor of

decentralized and distributed energy generation. Solar energy, with its capacity for on-

site generation, aligns seamlessly with this shift toward energy democratization and

resilience.

Solar installations, especially rooftop solar panels on residential and commercial

buildings, contribute to decentralizing energy production. By generating electricity closer

to the point of consumption, solar energy reduces the need for extensive transmission

and distribution infrastructure. This decentralization enhances the resilience of energy

systems, making them less vulnerable to centralized disruptions and improving overall

grid reliability.

The concept of energy security is closely linked to reducing dependence on finite and

geopolitically sensitive fossil fuels. Solar energy, as a renewable and locally available

resource, enhances energy security by diversifying the energy mix. Countries and

regions with abundant sunlight resources can tap into solar energy to meet a significant

portion of their electricity needs, reducing reliance on imported fossil fuels and

enhancing energy independence.
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Furthermore, the distributed nature of solar installations contributes to grid stability and

load balancing. Solar energy systems can be integrated with energy storage solutions to

store excess energy for use during periods of low sunlight. This capability enhances the

overall flexibility and reliability of energy systems, addressing challenges associated

with intermittent renewable energy sources. In summary, the Global Solar Energy

Market is driven by the increasing focus on sustainable and clean energy solutions,

technological advancements and cost reduction, and the imperative for energy security

and decentralization. These driving factors collectively position solar energy as a

transformative force in reshaping the global energy landscape toward a more

sustainable, resilient, and decentralized future.

Key Market Challenges

Intermittency and Energy Storage Challenges:

One of the significant challenges facing the Global Solar Energy Market is the inherent

intermittency of solar power generation. Solar energy production is contingent on

sunlight availability, meaning that energy generation is highest during daylight hours

and diminishes during the night or under cloudy conditions. This intermittency poses

challenges for meeting the continuous and consistent energy demands of consumers

and industries.

The intermittency issue is particularly pronounced in regions with variable weather

patterns, where cloud cover and unpredictable sunlight can lead to fluctuations in solar

energy output. This variability creates a mismatch between energy supply and demand,

requiring supplementary energy sources to compensate for periods of low solar

generation. Addressing this challenge necessitates the development and integration of

effective energy storage solutions to store excess energy during peak production times

and release it during periods of low solar availability.

Energy storage technologies, such as batteries, are crucial for mitigating the impact of

solar intermittency. However, widespread adoption and implementation of large-scale

energy storage systems pose challenges related to cost, efficiency, and environmental

considerations. Developing cost-effective and sustainable energy storage solutions that

can store and release solar energy reliably remains a key challenge in maximizing the

potential of solar power on a global scale.

Furthermore, the integration of energy storage into existing energy infrastructure

requires substantial investments in grid upgrades and technology deployment.
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Overcoming these challenges is essential for establishing solar energy as a dependable

and continuous source of power, capable of meeting the evolving energy needs of

modern societies.

Land Use and Environmental Impact:

The Global Solar Energy Market faces a challenge associated with land use and the

potential environmental impact of large-scale solar installations. As the demand for solar

energy increases, the deployment of utility-scale solar farms becomes more prevalent.

While these solar farms contribute significantly to the generation of clean energy, they

also require substantial land area for installation. The competition for land between solar

installations and other land-use priorities, such as agriculture, biodiversity conservation,

and urban development, raises complex challenges. Large-scale solar projects may

lead to the conversion of agricultural land or natural habitats, potentially impacting

ecosystems and biodiversity. Striking a balance between meeting renewable energy

targets and minimizing the environmental footprint of solar installations is a critical

challenge that requires thoughtful planning and sustainable land-use practices.

Additionally, the manufacturing and disposal of solar panels involve certain

environmental considerations. The production of photovoltaic cells involves the use of

materials with environmental impacts, and the end-of-life management of solar panels

raises questions about recycling and waste management. Developing and implementing

environmentally responsible practices throughout the entire life cycle of solar energy

systems is essential for ensuring that the growth of the solar industry aligns with

broader sustainability goals.

Addressing the land use and environmental impact challenge requires innovative

approaches, such as integrating solar installations into existing infrastructure, promoting

the use of brownfield sites, and advancing research into sustainable materials and

recycling methods for solar panels.

Grid Integration and Infrastructure Challenges:

Another key challenge in the Global Solar Energy Market revolves around the

integration of solar power into existing energy grids and the associated infrastructure

requirements. Solar energy systems, especially distributed solar installations like rooftop

panels, often face challenges in terms of grid compatibility, capacity, and resilience.

The decentralized nature of solar energy generation poses challenges for grid operators
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in managing the variability and unpredictability of solar output. The intermittent nature of

solar power can lead to fluctuations in voltage and frequency on the grid, potentially

impacting the stability and reliability of the entire energy system. Integrating large

amounts of solar energy into the grid necessitates grid enhancements, smart grid

technologies, and advanced control systems to ensure seamless operation and balance

between supply and demand.

Upgrading existing infrastructure to accommodate the growing share of solar power

requires significant investments in grid modernization. This includes the installation of

grid-scale energy storage systems, the development of advanced energy management

systems, and the implementation of flexible grid architectures capable of

accommodating distributed energy resources.

Moreover, overcoming grid integration challenges involves addressing regulatory

frameworks and policies that may hinder the efficient integration of solar power. Grid

operators and policymakers need to collaborate to establish clear guidelines for the

connection of solar installations to the grid, streamline permitting processes, and

incentivize investments in grid resilience and flexibility.

In conclusion, the Global Solar Energy Market encounters challenges related to

intermittency and energy storage, land use and environmental impact, and grid

integration and infrastructure. Addressing these challenges requires a holistic and

collaborative approach that involves technological innovation, sustainable practices, and

supportive policies to ensure the successful and sustainable growth of the solar energy

industry on a global scale.

Key Market Trends

Technological Advancements and Innovations:

A prominent trend shaping the Global Solar Energy Market is the continuous wave of

technological advancements and innovations within the solar industry. As solar energy

increasingly establishes itself as a cornerstone of the global energy transition,

researchers, engineers, and manufacturers are consistently pushing the boundaries of

solar technology to enhance efficiency, reduce costs, and expand the range of

applications. One noteworthy trend is the evolution of solar photovoltaic (PV) cells, the

fundamental building blocks of solar panels.

Researchers are exploring novel materials, such as perovskite, to improve the efficiency
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of solar cells. Perovskite solar cells have demonstrated the potential to achieve higher

conversion efficiencies than traditional silicon-based cells. This ongoing research into

advanced materials is expected to lead to breakthroughs that could revolutionize the

efficiency and affordability of solar energy systems.

Moreover, innovations in solar panel design and manufacturing processes are

contributing to increased energy yields and reduced production costs. Bifacial solar

panels, capable of capturing sunlight from both the front and rear sides, are gaining

traction. This design innovation allows for the utilization of reflected sunlight, enhancing

overall energy production. Additionally, advancements in thin-film solar technology and

flexible solar panels open up new possibilities for integration into various surfaces and

applications, further diversifying the solar market.

The integration of artificial intelligence (AI) and data analytics into solar energy systems

represents another significant technological trend. AI-powered algorithms can optimize

the performance of solar installations by predicting sunlight patterns, adjusting panel

angles, and identifying potential issues in real-time. This smart technology enhances the

efficiency and reliability of solar power generation, contributing to the overall growth and

competitiveness of the solar energy market.

As technological advancements continue to drive the solar industry forward, the market

can expect a proliferation of innovative solutions that not only boost the performance of

solar energy systems but also make them more accessible and adaptable to diverse

environments and applications.

Increasing Emphasis on Energy Storage Integration:

A notable trend in the Global Solar Energy Market is the growing emphasis on the

integration of energy storage solutions, such as batteries, to address the intermittent

nature of solar power generation. As solar installations become more widespread, the

need to store excess energy during periods of abundant sunlight and release it when

sunlight is scarce becomes increasingly critical. This trend aligns with broader efforts to

enhance grid resilience, promote energy independence, and facilitate a smoother

transition to renewable energy sources.

Energy storage technologies play a crucial role in overcoming the inherent variability of

solar power. The deployment of grid-scale energy storage systems allows solar-

generated electricity to be stored for later use, reducing reliance on supplementary

power sources during periods of low solar availability. Lithium-ion batteries, in particular,
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have emerged as a popular choice for energy storage due to their high energy density,

scalability, and declining costs.

A key driver behind the emphasis on energy storage integration is the recognition of

solar-plus-storage systems as a versatile solution for both grid-connected and off-grid

applications. Solar farms equipped with energy storage can provide grid stability by

smoothing out fluctuations in power output, offering ancillary services, and responding

to demand peaks. In residential and commercial settings, solar-plus-storage solutions

enhance energy self-sufficiency, enabling users to maximize their solar-generated

electricity and minimize reliance on the grid.

Policy support and regulatory initiatives are further accelerating the adoption of energy

storage in conjunction with solar installations. Governments and utilities are recognizing

the potential of these integrated systems to enhance overall grid reliability, reduce

emissions, and create more resilient energy infrastructures. This trend signifies a

transformative shift toward more comprehensive and adaptable solar energy solutions

that address the challenges associated with intermittency.

Decentralization and Community Solar Initiatives:

A significant trend shaping the Global Solar Energy Market is the increasing

decentralization of energy generation and the rise of community solar initiatives.

Traditional energy models centered around large, centralized power plants are gradually

giving way to distributed energy resources, with solar energy playing a pivotal role in

this transition. This trend is driven by a desire for energy democratization, increased

resilience, and the democratization of the benefits of renewable energy

Community solar initiatives involve the development of shared solar projects that allow

multiple individuals, businesses, or communities to benefit from a single solar

installation. This model enables those without access to suitable rooftops or the means

to invest in standalone solar systems to participate in and benefit from solar energy

generation. Participants typically subscribe to or invest in a share of the community

solar project and receive credits or direct benefits on their energy bills based on the

energy produced.

The decentralization trend is not limited to community solar alone but extends to the

broader adoption of distributed solar installations, including residential and commercial

rooftop solar panels. Homeowners and businesses are increasingly becoming

prosumers—both consumers and producers of electricity—by generating solar power on-
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site and, in some cases, feeding excess energy back into the grid.

Policy support and regulatory frameworks that encourage decentralized solar

installations and community solar projects are contributing to the expansion of this

trend. Governments and utilities recognize the potential of distributed solar energy to

enhance grid resilience, reduce transmission losses, and empower local communities.

Incentives such as feed-in tariffs, net metering, and community solar programs are

becoming integral components of energy policies aimed at fostering a more

decentralized and participatory energy landscape.

The decentralization trend in the solar energy market signifies a shift toward a more

democratic and inclusive energy system, where individuals and communities actively

contribute to and benefit from the global transition to renewable energy sources. As this

trend gains momentum, it is expected to reshape the dynamics of the energy market,

fostering greater sustainability, resilience, and community engagement.

Segmental Insights

Technology Insights

The photovoltaic (PV) systems segment is the dominating segment in the Global Solar

Energy Market, accounting for approximately 95% of the total market share. This

dominance is primarily driven by the rapid advancements in PV technology, the

declining cost of PV modules, and the increasing demand for solar energy. PV systems

convert sunlight directly into electricity using semiconductor materials, such as silicon or

cadmium telluride. These systems are relatively simple and inexpensive to install,

making them a popular choice for residential, commercial, and utility-scale applications.

Several factors contribute to the dominance of the PV systems segment in the global

solar energy market: Technological Advancements: PV technology has undergone

significant advancements in recent years, leading to increased efficiency and power

output. These advancements have made PV systems more cost-competitive with

traditional energy sources, such as coal and natural gas. Declining PV Module Costs:

The cost of PV modules has declined dramatically in recent years, making solar energy

more affordable for homeowners, businesses, and utilities. This decline in costs is due

to economies of scale, improved manufacturing processes, and increased competition

among PV manufacturers. Increasing Demand for Solar Energy: The demand for solar

energy is growing rapidly around the world as countries seek to reduce their reliance on

fossil fuels and meet their growing energy needs. Solar energy is a clean, renewable,
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and abundant energy source, making it an attractive option for sustainable energy

development. While the PV systems segment dominates the market, the concentrated

solar power (CSP) systems segment is also experiencing significant growth. CSP

systems use mirrors or lenses to concentrate sunlight onto a receiver, which generates

heat. The heat is then used to generate electricity through a steam turbine or other

power conversion device. CSP systems are typically used in large-scale utility-scale

applications. Overall, the global solar energy market is expected to grow at a strong

pace in the coming years. This growth will be driven by the continued advancements in

solar technology, the declining cost of solar energy, and the increasing demand for

renewable energy sources. The PV systems segment is expected to maintain its

dominance in the market, but the CSP systems segment is expected to grow at a faster

rate in the coming years.

Regional Insights

Asia Pacific is the dominating region in the Global Solar Energy Market. This dominance

is primarily driven by the rapid growth of solar energy installations in the region,

particularly in countries like China, India, and Japan. These countries have been setting

ambitious renewable energy targets and investing heavily in the development of solar

PV manufacturing capacity. Additionally, the governments of these countries are

providing various subsidies and other incentives to promote the adoption of solar PV

technology, which is further fueling the demand for solar energy.

Here's a breakdown of the key factors contributing to the dominance of Asia Pacific in

the Global Solar Energy Market:

Rapid Growth of PV Industry: The PV industry in Asia Pacific is witnessing the fastest

growth rate globally. This growth is driven by the strong demand for renewable energy

in the region, government support for PV technology, and declining solar costs.

Manufacturing Capacity: Asia Pacific houses the world's largest PV manufacturing

capacity. This means that the region has a ready supply of solar panels, leading to an

increased demand for solar energy applications.

Cost Competitiveness: The cost of manufacturing solar panels and solar panel

components is lower in Asia Pacific compared to other regions. This makes the region a

more attractive location for both PV manufacturers and solar energy project developers.

Technological Advancements: Asia Pacific is at the forefront of solar energy technology
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development. This means that the region is able to offer innovative and cost-effective

solar energy solutions.

Government Support: Governments in Asia Pacific are providing strong support for the

development and adoption of solar energy technologies. This includes subsidies, tax

incentives, and research funding.

While Asia Pacific dominates the market, other regions such as Europe and North

America are also significant players in the global solar energy market. Europe has a

strong tradition of renewable energy deployment and is committed to reducing its

reliance on fossil fuels. North America is also experiencing a growing demand for PV

technology, particularly in the residential and commercial sectors. However, Asia Pacific

is expected to maintain its dominance in the market for the foreseeable future due to its

strong growth drivers.

Key Market Players

JinkoSolar Holding Co., Ltd.

First Solar, Inc.

Trina Solar Limited

Canadian Solar Inc.

SunPower Corporation

JA Solar Holdings Co., Ltd.

Hanwha Q CELLS Co., Ltd.

Longi Green Energy Technology Co., Ltd.

Risen Energy Co., Ltd.

Enphase Energy, Inc.

Report Scope:
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In this report, the Global Solar Energy Market has been segmented into the following

categories, in addition to the industry trends which have also been detailed below:

Solar Energy Market, By Technology:

Photovoltaic Systems

Concentrated Solar Power Systems

Solar Energy Market, By Application:

Residential

Commercial

Industrial

Solar Energy Market, By Solar Module:

Monocrystalline

Polycrystalline

Cadmium Telluride

Amorphous Silicon Cells

Others

Solar Energy Market, By End-Use:

Electricity Generation

Lighting

Heating

Charging
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Solar Energy Market, By Region:

North America

United States

Canada

Mexico

Europe

France

United Kingdom

Italy

Germany

Spain

Belgium

Asia-Pacific

China

India

Japan

Australia

South Korea

Indonesia

Vietnam
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South America

Brazil

Argentina

Colombia

Chile

Peru

Middle East & Africa

South Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Turkey

Israel

Competitive Landscape

Company Profiles: Detailed analysis of the major companies present in the Global Solar

Energy Market.

Available Customizations:

Global Solar Energy market report with the given market data, Tech Sci Research offers

customizations according to a company's specific needs. The following customization

options are available for the report:

Company Information
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Detailed analysis and profiling of additional market players (up to five).
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