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Malaysia Meat Market was valued at USD 2.43 Billion in 2024 and is expected to reach
USD 3.04 Billion by 2030 with a CAGR of 3.8% during the forecast period. The
Malaysian meat market is experiencing substantial growth due to factors such as rising
disposable income, urbanization, and changing dietary preferences. Key segments
include beef, poultry, lamb, and other meats like pork and seafood. Among these,
poultry leads in consumption, with chicken being the most popular due to its
affordability. Beef and lamb are also growing in demand, particularly among Malaysia's
diverse population, with substantial imports required to meet needs. U.S. pork exports
to Malaysia have surged recently, driven by the impact of African swine fever on
domestic production and reduced European pork supplies. Despite Malaysia's
predominantly Muslim population, there is a strong demand for pork among non-
Muslims. Progress has been made in streamlining the approval process for U.S. pork
facilities, with recent audits allowing for a more efficient paper application system for
future registrations. In 2023, U.S. pork exports to Malaysia reached 5,170 metric tons
valued at USD 16.3 million. The U.S. Meat Export Federation is also working to expand
eligibility for U.S. beef facilities, but faces more challenges due to halal certification
requirements.

The residential segment remains the largest consumer of meat, while the hotel,
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restaurant, and catering sectors also contribute significantly, driven by demand
for premium cuts and bulk purchases. Distribution is dominated by supermarkets and
hypermarkets, which offer wide variety, followed by traditional wet markets,
convenience stores, and a growing online market that offers convenience and home
delivery. The market is further bolstered by increasing disposable incomes, urban living,
and a shift towards protein-rich diets, while challenges include fluctuating feed prices,
stringent regulations, and competition from imported meat products. Government
initiatives to enhance local production also support market growth, creating a dynamic
environment for producers and retailers to navigate.

Key Market Drivers
Increasing Disposable Income and Changing Consumer Preferences

One of the primary drivers fueling the growth of the Malaysian meat market is the rise in
disposable income. As Malaysia continues to experience economic growth, particularly
among its urban populations, there has been a noticeable increase in the purchasing
power of consumers. This higher disposable income enables households to afford a
more diverse and higher-quality range of meat products. With this financial flexibility,
consumers are shifting from staple and lower-cost proteins to premium and varied
meats like beef, lamb, and exotic options, which were previously considered luxury
items. As the middle class continues to expand, there's a marked preference for quality
and variety in meat choices, driven by a broader acceptance of Western-style diets that
include higher meat consumption.

Urbanization and Convenience-Focused Consumption

Urbanization is another significant factor driving the demand for meat in Malaysia. As
more people move into urban centers for better job opportunities and living conditions,
their lifestyles are evolving, and with this shift comes a transformation in dietary habits.
In urban settings, consumers often seek convenience due to busy work schedules and
a desire for quick meal options. This has translated into a preference for easy-to-cook or
ready-to-eat meat products, such as pre-cut meats or packaged meals that contain
meat as a central ingredient. Supermarkets, hypermarkets, and convenience stores,
which offer such products, have gained popularity in urban areas, making it easier for
consumers to access their desired meat choices.

Government Support and Initiatives for Local Meat Production
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Government policies and initiatives to boost local meat production are playing a pivotal
role in the growth of the Malaysian meat market. Malaysia is striving to become more
self-sufficient in its meat supply, and as part of its food security strategy, the
government has been actively working on programs to support local farmers and
producers. This includes efforts to improve livestock farming, enhance production
efficiency, and reduce reliance on imports. The government has introduced subsidies
and incentives for local producers to help them cope with rising costs, particularly in the
face of fluctuating feed prices and other economic challenges.

Key Market Challenges
Fluctuating Feed Prices and Production Costs

One of the major challenges facing the Malaysian meat market is the volatility in feed
prices and overall production costs. The cost of feed is a critical component of meat
production, particularly in the case of poultry, beef, and lamb. Fluctuations in feed prices
can significantly affect the profitability of meat producers, as feed constitutes a large
portion of the total operational costs. These fluctuations are often caused by global
commodity price changes, environmental factors like crop yields, and geopolitical
tensions that disrupt the global supply chain.

Competition from Imported Meat Products

Malaysia is highly dependent on meat imports to meet domestic demand, particularly for
beef and lamb. While local meat production is growing, it still cannot fully satisfy the
increasing demand, especially for premium meat cuts. As a result, imported meat
products, primarily from countries like Australia, Brazil, and Thailand, play a significant
role in the market.

Stringent Regulatory Standards and Compliance Costs

The Malaysian meat market is heavily regulated, particularly in terms of food safety and
halal certification. While these regulations are crucial for ensuring the quality and safety
of meat products, they also pose significant challenges to meat producers. The
country’s halal certification requirements are particularly stringent, as Malaysia is a
Muslim-majority country, and ensuring that meat products are certified halal is essential
for both domestic and international market access.

Key Market Trends
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Rise in Plant-Based Meat Alternatives

One of the most notable trends in the Malaysian meat market is the growing consumer
interest in plant-based meat alternatives. As global concerns about health,
sustainability, and animal welfare continue to rise, many Malaysian consumers are
exploring plant-based options that mimic the taste and texture of traditional meat. The
plant-based meat segment, which includes products made from soy, peas, lentils, and
other plant sources, is gaining traction among health-conscious consumers and those
looking to reduce their environmental footprint. This shift is influenced by the increasing
awareness of the environmental impact of meat production, including deforestation,
water usage, and greenhouse gas emissions.

Increased Focus on Sustainability and Ethical Sourcing

Sustainability is an increasingly important trend in the Malaysian meat market, reflecting
a broader global movement towards ethical sourcing and environmentally responsible
practices. With rising concerns about the ecological footprint of meat production,
consumers are becoming more conscious of where their food comes from and how it is
produced. This shift is prompting meat producers, retailers, and foodservice providers to
adopt sustainable practices in their operations. For example, there is growing demand
for locally sourced meat, as consumers recognize the benefits of supporting local
farmers and reducing the carbon footprint associated with transporting meat over long
distances. Local sourcing also addresses issues related to food security, ensuring that
domestic meat production can meet the increasing demand for high-quality meat
products. Alongside this, there is a heightened focus on responsible animal welfare
practices, with consumers increasingly seeking meat products that are produced in
humane conditions. Halal certification, which is a significant consideration in Malaysia,
is also evolving to include ethical sourcing standards that ensure livestock is treated
with care and respect throughout the production process.

Technological Advancements in Meat Production and Processing

Technological innovations in meat production and processing are another prominent
trend shaping the Malaysian meat market. Advances in food technology are
transforming how meat is produced, processed, and delivered to consumers. One of the
most exciting developments in this area is the rise of lab-grown or cultured meat, which
involves growing meat cells in a lab setting to create real meat without the need for
animal slaughter. While still in the early stages of commercialization, cultured meat
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holds significant potential to address issues related to animal welfare, sustainability, and
food security. As the technology matures, it could provide a viable alternative to
traditional meat production, allowing for more sustainable and ethical meat
consumption. In addition to lab-grown meat, other technological advancements are
improving the efficiency and quality of traditional meat production. Automation in
slaughterhouses and meat processing plants is increasing, reducing labor costs and
improving food safety and hygiene standards. Artificial intelligence (Al) and machine
learning are also being used to optimize supply chains, predict consumer demand, and
ensure that meat products are delivered fresh to retailers and consumers.

Segmental Insights

In the Malaysia Meat Market, the poultry segment is currently the leading segment in
the Malaysian meat market, both in terms of volume and consumer preference. Chicken
is by far the most consumed meat in Malaysia, driven by its affordability, versatility, and
ease of preparation. Poultry accounts for the largest share of the market, reflecting its
widespread consumption across various consumer groups, including residential
households, foodservice establishments, and the catering industry. Chicken’s
popularity is particularly pronounced in Malaysia’s diverse culinary landscape, where it
is used in a wide range of traditional dishes, from fried chicken to curries and soups.

Affordability plays a significant role in poultry’s dominance. Compared to beef and

lamb, which are often considered premium meats, chicken offers a more budget-friendly
option for consumers, making it accessible to a larger portion of the population.
Additionally, poultry is versatile, being suitable for different cooking methods, including
grilling, frying, and steaming, which further enhances its appeal to a broad
demographic.

Regional Insights

In the Malaysia meat market, West Malaysia, also known as Peninsular Malaysia, is the
leading region in the country’s meat market. The region is home to the capital city,
Kuala Lumpur, and several other major urban centers, which contributes to its dominant
position in the market. With a population of over 20 million people, West Malaysia has a
larger consumer base compared to East Malaysia, making it the primary driver of
demand for meat products. This region’s higher population density, coupled with
greater economic development, urbanization, and disposable income levels, has made
it the epicenter of consumer activity in the Malaysian meat market.
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West Malaysia is also the region with the most developed infrastructure for meat
production, distribution, and retail. The presence of large supermarkets, hypermarkets,
convenience stores, and a growing number of online retailers in cities like Kuala
Lumpur, Penang, and Johor Bahru ensures easy access to a wide range of meat
products for consumers. The growth of modern retail formats such as online grocery
stores, specialty meat shops, and larger foodservice operations is further consolidating
West Malaysia’s leadership in the meat sector.
Key Market Players

Ramly Food Processing Sdn. Bhd.

Dindings Poultry Processing Sdn Bhd

Farm’s Best Food Industries Sdn. Bhd.

Lay Hong Berhad

PG Lean Hwa Trading Sdn Bhd

Vasano Holdings Sdn Bhd

Tyson Foods, Inc.

Hormel Foods Corporation

Yeo Hiap Seng Ltd

CCK Consolidated Holdings Berhad

Report Scope:

In this report, the Malaysia meat market has been segmented into the following
categories, in addition to the industry trends which have also been detailed below:

Malaysia Meat Market, By Product Type:

Beef
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Poultry

Lamb

Others

Malaysia Meat Market, By End User:
Residential

Hotel/Restaurants

Catering

Others

Malaysia Meat Market, By Distribution Channel:
Supermarkets/Hypermarkets
Traditional Markets/Wet Markets
Convenience Stores

Online

Others

Malaysia Meat Market, By Region:
East Malaysia

West Malaysia

Competitive Landscape

Company Profiles: Detailed analysis of the major companies presents in the Malaysia
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meat market.

Available Customizations:

Malaysia meat market report with the given market data, TechSci Research offers
customizations according to a company's specific needs. The following customization
options are available for the report:

Company Information

Detailed analysis and profiling of additional market players (up to five).
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