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Abstracts

The global bamboo salt market, internationally known as Jukyeom, is projected for

substantial growth, increasing from USD 33.41 billion in 2025 to USD 60.39 billion by

2031 with a 10.37% CAGR. This traditional Korean medicinal salt is produced by

repeatedly roasting solar sea salt packed in bamboo cases and sealed with mineral-rich

clay, a process that eliminates impurities and enhances alkalinity. The market's

expansion is fundamentally driven by consumers' increasing prioritization of mineral-

dense, functional food ingredients offering potential health benefits beyond basic

nutrition, along with the growing industrial application of natural saline agents in

premium personal care and pharmaceutical sectors. However, the market faces a

significant challenge due to its labor-intensive and time-consuming production process,

particularly for nine-roasted variants, which necessitates high retail pricing that limits

mass-market penetration. This niche scalability issue contrasts with the broader Korean

agri-food sector's robust momentum; in 2024, exports of Korean agri-food products

reached a record USD 9.98 billion, underscoring a favorable global environment for

traditional health-oriented goods despite the production constraints specific to artisanal

salt.

Market Driver

The primary catalyst for the bamboo salt market is the growing global popularity of

Korean cuisine and cultural exports, positioning the ingredient as a premium staple for

authentic fermentation and seasoning. As international consumers increasingly seek to
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replicate the distinct flavor profiles depicted in Korean media, the demand for

traditional condiments has intensified, directly benefiting artisanal salt producers. This

trend is quantified by the rising trade of key traditional foods; for instance, kimchi

exports reached a record USD 163.6 million in 2024, reflecting a broader appetite for

authentic Korean ingredients that utilize premium salts for preservation and taste.

Simultaneously, the market is expanding through the integration of bamboo salt into the

natural personal care and cosmetic industries, where its anti-inflammatory and

antibacterial properties are increasingly utilized in toothpaste, soaps, and skincare

formulations. This diversification allows manufacturers to leverage the global K-Beauty

boom, which prioritizes functional, nature-derived ingredients. South Korea's cosmetics

exports surpassed USD 10.2 billion in 2024, creating a vast channel for bamboo salt-

infused beauty products to reach international buyers, with cross-sector momentum

further evidenced by the robust performance of related categories such as instant

noodles, which surged 31% to USD 1.24 billion in 2024, illustrating powerful distribution

networks now available for Korean health and food products.

Market Challenge

The labor-intensive manufacturing process of bamboo salt creates a severe bottleneck,

impeding the industry's ability to scale operations for a global mass market. The

production of high-quality, nine-roasted Jukyeom involves meticulously packing salt into

bamboo, sealing it with clay, and repeatedly roasting it at high temperatures, leading to

substantial operational costs. These elevated costs force manufacturers to set premium

retail prices, inherently limiting the product's reach to a narrow demographic of health-

conscious consumers and luxury buyers. This prevents it from competing effectively

with conventional salts in standard supermarket chains or large-scale food processing

applications where cost efficiency is paramount. This inability to achieve competitive

pricing results in a stark disparity between the potential interest in Korean functional

foods and the actual trade volume of this specific commodity. While the broader Korean

food sector experiences rapid international expansion, the salt sub-sector remains

constrained by its artisanal nature, with total export value of South Korean salt products

amounting to approximately USD 11.2 million in 2024. This modest figure, contrasted

with the multi-billion dollar performance of the wider agri-food industry, empirically

demonstrates how production complexities and high unit costs are effectively capping

the market’s growth potential.

Market Trends

The commercialization of pharmaceutical-grade, nine-times roasted bamboo salt for
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medicinal use is gaining significant momentum as manufacturers prioritize purity to

distinguish high-value therapeutic products from standard culinary salts. This trend is

driven by the increasing demand for verified, contaminant-free ingredients in traditional

medicine and premium health supplements, particularly as the broader solar salt supply

chain faces regulatory scrutiny regarding labor and quality standards. This shift toward

highly processed, certified medicinal variants was underscored when the United States

Customs and Border Protection blocked imports from Taepyung Salt Farm, South

Korea's largest salt producer, compelling the industry to accelerate the development of

rigorously controlled, pharmaceutical-grade supply chains to maintain international

market access. Simultaneously, the market is witnessing the emergence of bamboo salt

as a functional sodium substitute in the processed meat and seafood sectors, where it is

utilized to enhance preservation and flavor while aligning with clean-label reduction

strategies. Food processors are increasingly incorporating this mineral-rich ingredient

into premium exported goods, such as seasoned laver and fermented seafood, to

leverage its antimicrobial properties and lower perceived sodium impact without

compromising taste. This industrial adoption is strongly supported by the robust

performance of salt-dependent export categories; South Korea’s seafood exports—a

key sector utilizing traditional salts for preservation—reached USD 1.05 billion in the first

four months of 2025, reflecting the growing global appetite for functional, salt-cured

Korean food products.

Key Market Players

Insan Bamboo Salt Co., Ltd

Blak Spear Enterprise Private Limited

Korea Salt Co., Ltd

Munnar Bamboo Salt

Hindustan Industries Limited

Birla Hitech Private Ltd

Shree Gayatri Impex

Report Scope
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In this report, the Global Bamboo Salt Market has been segmented into the following

categories, in addition to the industry trends which have also been detailed below:

Bamboo Salt Market, By Type

Food Grade

Pharma Grade

Others

Bamboo Salt Market, By Distribution Channel

Store-Based

Non-Store Based

Bamboo Salt Market, By Region

North America

United States

Canada

Mexico

Europe

France

United Kingdom

Italy

Germany

Spain
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Asia Pacific

China

India

Japan

Australia

South Korea

South America

Brazil

Argentina

Colombia

Middle East & Africa

South Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Competitive Landscape

Company Profiles: Detailed analysis of the major companies present in the Global

Bamboo Salt Market.

Available Customizations:

Global Bamboo Salt Market report with the given market data, TechSci Research offers

customizations according to a company's specific needs. The following customization
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options are available for the report:

Company Information

Detailed analysis and profiling of additional market players (up to five).
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