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Abstracts

Market Overview

Australia Beer Market was valued at USD 22.62 Billion in 2024 and is anticipated to

grow USD 26.79 Billion by 2030 with a CAGR of 2.86%. The Australia beer market is

characterized by a strong culture of beer consumption, driven by changing consumer

preferences, premiumization, and innovation in craft and low-alcohol beer segments.

While traditional lager remains popular, consumers are increasingly exploring a wider

variety of beer styles, including pale ales, IPAs, and sours. Health-conscious trends

have spurred demand for low-carb, low-alcohol, and alcohol-free options. Craft

breweries continue to thrive, supported by local sourcing and unique flavor profiles.

Major brewers are responding with acquisitions and diversified portfolios. Sustainability

and eco-friendly packaging are also becoming important factors influencing purchasing

decisions. E-commerce and direct-to-consumer channels are gaining traction,

particularly among younger consumers seeking convenience and variety. Overall, the

market is evolving toward quality, variety, and experience.

Key Market Drivers

Rising Demand for Craft and Premium Beers

One of the most significant drivers of the Australia beer market is the increasing

consumer preference for craft and premium beer offerings. According to the
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Queensland Government’s Craft Brewing Strategy, 93% of beer consumed in

Australia is locally produced, highlighting strong support for homegrown, premium, and

craft products. Traditional beer categories like mainstream lagers are witnessing

declining interest, especially among younger and more discerning drinkers who seek

novelty, authenticity, and higher-quality beverages. Craft breweries across

Australia—particularly in regions like Victoria, New South Wales, and Western

Australia—have gained strong local followings due to their artisanal production

techniques, innovative flavor profiles, and community-centric branding. These small-

scale breweries emphasize freshness, diverse ingredients, and seasonal varieties,

appealing to consumers eager to explore new tastes. Moreover, the premiumization

trend has taken hold, with consumers willing to pay more for unique brews that offer

elevated sensory experiences and storytelling elements, such as sustainability

credentials, heritage, or indigenous ingredients. This has led to increased shelf space

for independent labels and prompted major players like Carlton & United Breweries and

Lion to either acquire craft brands or launch their own premium beer lines to remain

competitive in this evolving segment.

Key Market Challenges

Declining Per Capita Beer Consumption

One of the most pressing challenges facing the Australian beer market is the steady

decline in per capita beer consumption over the past decade. Changing lifestyle

choices, health concerns, and evolving social attitudes toward alcohol have led many

Australians to reduce or completely abstain from beer consumption. Younger

generations, in particular, are more inclined toward moderation or avoiding alcohol

altogether, influenced by fitness-focused lifestyles, rising mental health awareness, and

wellness trends. This cultural shift has put pressure on traditional beer sales, especially

within mainstream and full-strength lager segments, which were once the backbone of

the market. Additionally, older demographics that traditionally consumed more beer are

aging out of the core consumer base without equivalent replacement from younger

drinkers. While the premium and craft beer segments are growing, they have not been

able to fully compensate for the volume losses from mass-market beers. This overall

decline in beer consumption poses a significant threat to long-term market

sustainability, forcing brewers to diversify into other alcohol categories such as spirits,

ciders, and ready-to-drink (RTD) products to protect revenue streams.

Key Market Trends
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Rise of Functional and Hybrid Beers

One of the most noticeable trends emerging in the Australian beer market is the growing

interest in functional and hybrid beers—products that go beyond traditional enjoyment to

offer additional health or lifestyle benefits. These include beers infused with vitamins,

electrolytes, adaptogens, botanicals, or probiotics, designed to appeal to health-

conscious consumers who still want to enjoy alcoholic beverages in moderation. The

trend reflects a wider movement in the food and beverage industry toward wellness-

oriented products and reflects growing crossover innovation between beer and other

categories such as kombucha, energy drinks, and nutritional beverages. Several

Australian breweries are experimenting with “better-for-you” beer options that are low

in sugar, contain added ingredients like hemp or green tea, or are gluten-reduced for

sensitive drinkers. Hybrid beers—such as radlers, hard kombuchas, or wine-beer

blends—are gaining momentum in boutique circles, often marketed as refreshing,

sessionable alternatives for warm climates. As of the year ending September 2023,

more than 14 million Australians aged 18 and over reported consuming alcohol in an

average four-week period—an increase of nearly 1 million compared to year to March

2020. T These products cater to the modern Australian consumer who desires

functionality, flavor, and novelty without compromising on health goals, thereby pushing

brewers to blur traditional category lines and rethink product design.

Key Market Players

Coopers Brewery Limited

Asahi Holdings Pty Ltd.

Cascade Brewery Co.

Lion Beer Australia Pty Ltd

Balter Brewing Company Pty Ltd

Lion Pty Ltd

Young Henrys

Stone & Wood Brewing Company Pty Ltd
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James Boag & Son Pty Ltd

Gage Roads Brew Co Limited

Report Scope:

In this report, the Australia Beer Market has been segmented into the following

categories, in addition to the industry trends which have also been detailed below:

Australia Beer Market, By Product Type:

Ale

Lager

Lambic

Others

Australia Beer Market, By Packaging:

Bottle

Cans

Others

Australia Beer Market, By Distribution Channel:

Liquor Stores

On-Premises

Others

Australia Beer Market, By Region:

Australia Capital Territory & New South Wales
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Northern Territory & Southern Australia

Western Australia

Queensland

Victoria & Tasmania

Competitive Landscape

Company Profiles: Detailed analysis of the major companies presents in the Australia

Beer Market.

Available Customizations:

Australia Beer Market report with the given market data, TechSci Research offers

customizations according to a company's specific needs. The following customization

options are available for the report:

Company Information

Detailed analysis and profiling of additional market players (up to five).
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