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Abstracts

Market Overview

Global Alkyl Polyglucosides market was valued at USD 1.10 Billion in 2024 and is

expected to reach USD 1.59 Billion by 2030 with a CAGR of 6.28%. The global Alkyl

Polyglucosides market is experiencing a phase of strategic expansion, underpinned by

accelerating demand for bio-based, environmentally compliant surfactants across both

consumer and industrial sectors. As regulatory scrutiny intensifies around petroleum-

derived and high-toxicity ingredients, APGs produced from renewable raw materials

such as glucose and plant-based fatty alcohols are gaining traction as a viable, high-

performance alternative.

Their adoption is scaling across diverse applications, including personal care

formulations, home cleaning products, crop protection agents, and industrial

degreasers, due to their biodegradability, low toxicity profile, and regulatory acceptance

in safety-critical sectors. What distinguishes APGs in today’s market is their ability to

align with corporate ESG mandates, regulatory risk mitigation, and consumer-driven

demand for clean-label chemistry all without compromising on essential surfactant

performance metrics like foaming, emulsification, and stability.

Key Market Drivers

Increasing Health and Safety Awareness Among Consumers
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In today’s market landscape, consumer behavior is rapidly evolving, with growing

emphasis on personal health, product safety, and environmental sustainability. This shift

is significantly contributing to the rising demand for mild, non-toxic, and naturally derived

ingredients, particularly in sectors like personal care, home care, and baby care. Among

the many alternatives to synthetic surfactants, Alkyl Polyglucosides (APGs) have

emerged as a leading choice due to their superior safety profile and clean-label appeal.

Modern consumers are increasingly aware of the potential risks posed by harsh

chemicals such as sulfates, parabens, phthalates, and synthetic fragrances commonly

used in personal care and cleaning products. As a result, there is rising demand for

formulations that are dermatologically safe, gentle on skin, hypoallergenic, and suitable

for sensitive skin or pediatric use. APGs, derived from renewable plant-based sources

(glucose and fatty alcohols), are non-toxic, non-irritating, and sulfate-free, making them

an ideal ingredient in shampoos, facial cleansers, baby washes, hand soaps, and

dishwashing liquids. This consumer preference is pushing both established brands and

new entrants to reformulate their product portfolios with APG-based surfactant systems

to maintain market relevance and brand trust.

The clean beauty and clean home care movement centered around transparency and

safety of ingredients has gained significant traction, especially in developed markets like

North America and Europe. Consumers now actively read labels and research

ingredients, favoring products that are “free from” potentially harmful substances.

APGs are often highlighted in product marketing as “plant-derived,” “biodegradable,”

“safe for sensitive skin,” or “suitable for children,” giving companies a strong

differentiator in a crowded marketplace. Clean-label branding, enabled by APG use,

helps manufacturers capture the premium segment and command higher margins.

There is a noticeable increase in the number of consumers experiencing skin

sensitivities, allergies, and dermatological conditions, largely attributed to prolonged

exposure to synthetic chemicals in personal care and household products. Globally,

skin conditions impact an estimated 1.8 billion individuals, representing a substantial

public health and commercial concern. Among these, atopic dermatitis a chronic

inflammatory skin disorder affects approximately 10% to 30% of children and 2% to

10% of adults in developed markets, creating a significant demand for targeted

dermatological solutions. APGs offer a solution due to their low irritancy, high

compatibility with the skin barrier, and excellent cleansing without stripping natural oils.

They are being increasingly adopted in “dermatologist-recommended” product lines

and are favored in medicated skincare, organic cosmetics, and wellness-focused

hygiene products. This growing consumer segment further strengthens demand for

APG as a safe, skin-friendly surfactant.
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Key Market Challenges

High Production Cost Compared to Conventional Surfactants

One of the most significant limitations to the growth of the APG market is its relatively

high manufacturing cost compared to traditional petrochemical-based surfactants like

SLS (Sodium Lauryl Sulfate), SLES (Sodium Laureth Sulfate), and nonylphenol

ethoxylates.

APGs are derived from renewable sources such as glucose and fatty alcohols, which

are subject to price volatility based on crop yields, seasonal availability, and regional

supply-demand imbalances. The production of APG involves multi-step synthesis with

high purity requirements and specific conditions (e.g., pH, temperature, catalysts),

leading to higher capital and operational expenditure. Unlike synthetic surfactants,

which benefit from decades of large-scale industrial production, APG manufacturing is

still relatively niche and regionally concentrated, making it harder to achieve cost

efficiencies.

As a result, the higher price point of APG-based formulations can be a major deterrent

for manufacturers, especially in emerging markets or price-sensitive applications such

as mainstream detergents and bulk industrial cleaners.

Key Market Trends

Integration of APGs into High-Performance Industrial Formulations Beyond Cleaning

Applications

Leading chemical manufacturers are increasingly integrating APGs into advanced

industrial formulations such as oilfield chemicals, metalworking fluids, textile auxiliaries,

and concrete admixtures, where performance used to be prioritized over sustainability.

APGs were historically excluded from performance-critical industrial segments due to

assumptions around foaming, solubility, and chemical compatibility. Through process

innovation and formulation R&D, modified APG derivatives and blended systems are

now being engineered to meet the high technical demands of industrial customers.

This signals a transition of APGs from commodity green surfactants to functional

specialty chemicals. Growth is expected from sectors that are under ESG scrutiny,
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particularly in Europe and North America, where industrial users are looking to eliminate

toxic surfactants like APEs (Alkylphenol ethoxylates). Enables higher-margin

applications for APG manufacturers. Drives B2B partnerships between formulators and

APG producers for co-developing performance-based, compliant solutions for high-risk

sectors.

Key Market Players

Actylis

AIREDALE CHEMICAL HOLDINGS LIMITED

Clariant

Croda International Plc

Kao Corporation

The Dow Chemical Company

Shanghai Fine Chemicals Co., Ltd.

BASF SE

SEPPIC

Report Scope:

In this report, the Global Alkyl Polyglucosides Market has been segmented into the

following categories, in addition to the industry trends which have also been detailed

below:

Alkyl Polyglucosides Market, By End Use:

Personal Care & Cosmetics

Home Care Products
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Industrial Cleaners

Agricultural Chemicals

Other

Alkyl Polyglucosides Market, By Region:

North America

United States

Canada

Mexico

Europe

France

United Kingdom

Italy

Germany

Spain

Asia-Pacific

China

India

Japan

Australia

South Korea
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South America

Brazil

Argentina

Colombia

Middle East & Africa

South Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Competitive Landscape

Company Profiles: Detailed analysis of the major companies present in the Global Alkyl

Polyglucosides Market.

Available Customizations:

Global Alkyl Polyglucosides market report with the given market data, TechSci

Research offers customizations according to a company's specific needs. The following

customization options are available for the report:

Company Information

Detailed analysis and profiling of additional market players (up to five).
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