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Abstracts

According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Sustainable & Recyclable Flexible Packaging

Market is accounted for $202.9 billion in 2026 and is expected to reach $353.9 billion by

2034 growing at a CAGR of 7.2% during the forecast period. Sustainable and recyclable

flexible packaging is designed to combine environmental responsibility with the

performance and convenience expected from modern packaging. It increasingly

incorporates recyclable mono-material films, renewable polymers, recycled materials,

and lightweight structures that reduce material usage and waste generation. Growing

innovation in barrier layers, coatings, and compatible packaging materials is improving

recyclability while preserving product quality and shelf life. These packaging solutions

are gaining relevance across food, beverages, healthcare, personal care, and consumer

products as manufacturers seek to reduce resource consumption, emissions, and

overall environmental impact.

According to the OECD, global plastic waste generation more than doubled from 2000

to 2019, reaching 353 million tonnes, with 40% coming from packaging. Only 9% of

global plastic waste was successfully recycled, highlighting the need for recyclable and

more circular packaging solutions.

Market Dynamics:
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Driver:

Growing demand for sustainable packaging

Rising environmental awareness is accelerating demand for sustainable and recyclable

flexible packaging. Consumers and businesses increasingly prefer packaging that

minimizes waste and resource consumption. In response, manufacturers are investing

in recyclable films, mono-material designs, renewable materials, and lightweight

packaging formats. Such innovations provide sustainability benefits while preserving

essential packaging performance, product protection, and convenience. In addition,

corporate environmental targets and sustainability programs are motivating brands to

transition away from conventional packaging formats that are difficult to recycle,

supporting wider adoption across food, beverages, healthcare, personal care, and other

consumer product applications.

Restraint:

High cost of sustainable materials and technologies

Elevated expenses associated with sustainable materials and recycling technologies

can limit market expansion. Mono-material structures, bio-derived polymers, recyclable

coatings, and sophisticated barrier solutions often involve higher procurement and

manufacturing costs compared with traditional packaging. Companies may additionally

need to invest in new machinery, product development, testing, and process

modifications. Such financial requirements can create challenges for smaller

manufacturers and cost-conscious brands. Adoption may therefore remain slower in

markets where businesses operate under tight margins or customers are reluctant to

accept increased prices for environmentally preferable packaging solutions.

Opportunity:

Expansion of mono-material flexible packaging

Advancements in mono-material packaging offer strong growth opportunities for

sustainable flexible packaging. Structures based on polyethylene or polypropylene can

facilitate recycling by reducing material complexity. Ongoing technological

improvements are enhancing barrier protection, durability, sealing, printing, and overall

packaging performance. These developments allow manufacturers to transition from

conventional multilayer formats that may be difficult to recycle toward more recyclable

alternatives without significantly reducing functionality. Increasing adoption across food,

beverage, personal care, and household applications can create new commercial
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opportunities and strengthen the broader market for environmentally responsible flexible

packaging solutions.

Threat:

Changing regulations and recycling standards

Evolving environmental policies and recycling requirements may create uncertainty for

sustainable flexible packaging companies. Regulations covering packaging waste,

recycled content, recyclability, labeling, extended producer responsibility, and plastic

consumption continue to develop across different regions. Variations in these

requirements can make compliance more complicated for manufacturers serving

international markets. Businesses may have to redesign products, adjust manufacturing

operations, and perform additional testing to meet new standards. These requirements

can raise operational and development costs while delaying commercialization, with

smaller producers potentially facing greater difficulties because of limited technical and

financial capabilities.

Covid-19 Impact:

The COVID-19 outbreak created short-term challenges for sustainable and recyclable

flexible packaging because of disrupted supply chains, restricted transportation,

production shutdowns, and material shortages. At the same time, rising consumption of

packaged foods, medical supplies, hygiene products, and online-delivered goods

increased packaging requirements. Some sustainability projects were postponed as

companies concentrated on maintaining essential supply and operational continuity.

Following the pandemic, attention returned toward recyclable films, lightweight formats,

resource efficiency, and circular packaging systems, supporting renewed market

development and adoption across multiple end-use sectors.

The pouches segment is expected to be the largest during

the forecast period

The pouches segment is expected to account for the largest market share during the

forecast period because they offer versatility across food, beverage, personal care,

household, and consumer product applications. Their lightweight design, convenient

format, reduced material requirements, and flexible configurations provide advantages

over many traditional rigid packages. Innovation in recyclable mono-material structures

and barrier solutions is improving their environmental performance while maintaining

product protection. Features such as portability, resealability, storage efficiency, and
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user convenience further enhance their appeal. These characteristics are encouraging

brands to increasingly select pouches as practical and sustainable flexible packaging

solutions.

The consumers segment is expected to have the highest

CAGR during the forecast period

Over the forecast period, the consumers segment is predicted to witness the highest

growth rate as sustainability increasingly influences packaging preferences and

purchasing behaviour. Rising awareness of plastic pollution and environmental

responsibility is encouraging individuals to favour recyclable, lightweight, and resource-

efficient packaging solutions. This shift is also pressuring brands to adopt packaging

formats that better align with consumer sustainability expectations. The combination of

convenience, functionality, and lower environmental impact is strengthening acceptance

of sustainable flexible packaging. As eco-conscious purchasing becomes more

widespread, consumer-driven demand is expected to support rapid expansion across

numerous product categories.

Region with largest share:

During the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is expected to hold the largest market

share, driven by extensive manufacturing capabilities, increasing packaged-product

consumption, and growing sustainability initiatives. Rising concerns regarding plastic

pollution are encouraging manufacturers and brands to introduce recyclable and

resource-efficient packaging formats. The region's rapid urban development, expanding

organized retail and e-commerce industries, and increasing preference for convenient

packaged goods are also supporting demand. These factors are creating favorable

conditions for greater adoption of recyclable films, pouches, lightweight structures, and

other sustainable flexible packaging solutions.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is anticipated to exhibit the highest

CAGR, supported by rising urban populations, industrial development, and increasing

demand for packaged consumer products. Governments and businesses are placing

greater emphasis on reducing plastic waste and improving packaging sustainability,

encouraging adoption of recyclable and renewable materials. Expansion of e-commerce

and modern retail channels is further increasing packaging requirements. Continued

investment in recycling capabilities, mono-material structures, and innovative
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sustainable packaging technologies is expected to drive strong regional growth.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players in Sustainable & Recyclable Flexible Packaging Market include

Amcor plc, Berry Global Group, Inc., Sealed Air Corporation, Mondi Group, Constantia

Flexibles Group GmbH, UFlex Limited, ProAmpac Intermediate, Inc., Huhtamaki Oyj,

Sonoco Products Company, DS Smith Plc., Coveris Holdings S.A., Clondalkin Group

Holdings, Printpack, Inc., Wipak Group, Aluflexpack AG, Jindal Poly Films Limited,

Polyplex Corporation Limited and Taghleef Industries Group.

Key Developments:

In December 2025, Mondi has teamed up with bicycle manufacturer Polana Bikes to

develop a paper-based reusable packaging system, featuring Mondi’s pre-made paper

ProtectorBAG for bikes and their components. Mondi says its ProtectorBAG shields

components like frames, handlebars, front wheels and saddles from damage such as

scratches, punctures and dust during transport and storage.

In April 2025, Amcor plc announced the successful completion of its all-stock

combination with Berry Global, effective. Through this combination, Amcor enhances its

position as a global leader in consumer and healthcare packaging solutions with the

unique material science and innovation capabilities required to revolutionize product

development and meet customers’ and consumers’ sustainability aspirations.

In February 2025, Berry Global Group, Inc. collaborated with snacks and treats leader

Mars to transition its pantry jars for M&M’S®, SKITTLES® and STARBURST® brands

to 100% recycled plastic packaging, exclusive of jar lids. This achievement advances

the ongoing collaboration between Berry and Mars to develop packaging made with

recycled content, and builds on a previous launch of the pantry jars with 15% recycled

plastic in 2022. The updated jars are now rolling out across the country.

Material Types Covered:

Biodegradable Plastics

Paper & Paperboard

Aluminum Foil & Metalized Films
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Plant-based Fibers

Packaging Formats Covered:

Pouches

Bags & Sacks

Wraps & Films

Liners

Sustainability Attributes Covered:

Recyclable Packaging

Compostable Packaging

Reusable Packaging

Reduced Carbon Footprint Packaging

Applications Covered:

Food & Beverage

Fresh Produce

Pharmaceuticals

Personal Care & Cosmetics

Retail & E-commerce
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End Users Covered:

Food Manufacturers

Pharmaceutical Companies

Retailers & Supermarkets

Foodservice Operators

Consumers

Regions Covered:

North America

United States

Canada

Mexico

Europe

United Kingdom

Germany

France

Italy

Spain

Netherlands

Belgium
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Sweden

Switzerland

Poland

Rest of Europe

Asia Pacific

China

Japan

India

South Korea

Australia

Indonesia

Thailand

Malaysia

Singapore

Vietnam

Rest of Asia Pacific

South America

Brazil

Argentina

Colombia
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Chile

Peru

Rest of South America

Rest of the World (RoW)

Middle East

Saudi Arabia

United Arab Emirates

Qatar

Israel

Rest of Middle East

Africa

South Africa

Egypt

Morocco

Rest of Africa

What our report offers:

Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments

Strategic recommendations for the new entrants
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Covers Market data for the years 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026, 2027, 2028, 2030,

2032 and 2034

Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges,

Investment Opportunities, and recommendations)

Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market

estimations

Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends

Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments

Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one

of the following free customization options:

Company Profiling

Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)

SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as

per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking

Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical

presence, and strategic alliances
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