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According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Starter Fertilizers Market is accounted for
$10.64 billion in 2025 and is expected to reach $17.77 billion by 2032 growing at a
CAGR of 7.6% during the forecast period. Starter fertilizers are specialized nutrient
formulations used during planting to aid initial plant growth. They supply concentrated
amounts of vital nutrients such as nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium directly to the
root zone of seedlings, fostering strong root systems and early plant vigor. These
fertilizers improve nutrient absorption, minimize stress during early growth stages, and
help crops establish more effectively, supporting higher yields and overall crop
performance in the agricultural field.

Market Dynamics:
Driver:
Rising adoption of precision agriculture

Farmers are increasingly relying on advanced technologies such as GPS-guided
equipment, soil sensors, and data analytics to optimize nutrient application. Starter
fertilizers play a critical role in ensuring early plant vigor and uniform crop establishment
under these systems. As precision farming expands across both developed and
emerging economies, the need for tailored nutrient solutions is rising. Enhanced
efficiency in fertilizer use reduces waste and improves yield outcomes, making starter
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fertilizers indispensable. The integration of digital farming platforms is further
accelerating adoption by providing real-time nutrient recommendations. This trend is
expected to sustain strong market growth as agriculture shifts toward resource-efficient
practices.

Restraint:
Volatility in raw material costs

Inputs such as phosphates, potash, and nitrogen compounds are subject to global
supply-demand imbalances and geopolitical uncertainties. Rising energy costs also
contribute to unpredictable production expenses, impacting fertilizer affordability.
Smaller manufacturers often struggle to absorb these variations, leading to margin
pressures and reduced competitiveness. Price volatility can discourage farmers from
consistent adoption, especially in cost-sensitive regions. The unpredictability of raw
material availability further complicates long-term planning for producers.

Opportunity:
Development of bio-based & organic starters

Farmers are increasingly concerned about soil health, environmental impact, and
consumer demand for chemical-free produce. Advances in biotechnology are enabling
the creation of microbial inoculants and organic nutrient blends that enhance root
development. These eco-friendly alternatives are gaining traction in both developed and
emerging markets. Regulatory support for organic farming is further encouraging
adoption of bio-based fertilizers. Cost-efficient production methods and improved shelf
stability are making these products more commercially viable. This shift toward natural
inputs is expected to redefine the competitive landscape of starter fertilizers.

Threat:
Risk of seedling toxicity

Excessive nutrient concentration near the seed can damage roots and hinder early
growth. Farmers must carefully manage application rates and placement to avoid
adverse effects. Lack of awareness or improper usage in developing regions increases
the likelihood of crop losses. This risk can discourage adoption among small-scale
farmers who lack technical guidance. Manufacturers are investing in controlled-release
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formulations to mitigate toxicity concerns.
Covid-19 Impact:

The pandemic disrupted global supply chains, affecting the availability and distribution
of starter fertilizers. Lockdowns and transport restrictions led to delays in raw material
procurement and finished product delivery. Farmers faced challenges in accessing
inputs during critical planting seasons, impacting crop yields. However, the crisis also
accelerated digital adoption in agriculture, with farmers turning to online platforms for
procurement and advisory services. Governments introduced support measures to
stabilize agricultural input supply and ensure food security. Post-pandemic strategies
now emphasize resilience, localized production, and diversified sourcing for fertilizers.

The phosphorus (P) segment is expected to be the largest during the forecast period

The phosphorus (P) segment is expected to account for the largest market share during
the forecast period. Phosphorus is essential for root development, energy transfer, and
early plant establishment. Its widespread application across cereals, oilseeds, and
horticultural crops reinforces its market leadership. Farmers prioritize phosphorus-based
starters to ensure rapid germination and strong seedling vigor. Technological
advancements in water-soluble and slow-release formulations are enhancing efficiency.
Rising demand for high-yield crops in both developed and emerging economies is
further driving segment growth.

The fertigation segment is expected to have the highest CAGR during the forecast
period

Over the forecast period, the fertigation segment is predicted to witness the highest
growth rate. Fertigation allows precise nutrient delivery through irrigation systems,
improving efficiency and reducing waste. Adoption is rising in regions with water
scarcity, where controlled application is critical. Farmers benefit from reduced labor
costs and improved nutrient uptake through this method. Integration with smart irrigation
technologies is further accelerating fertigation adoption. High-value crops such as fruits
and vegetables are increasingly cultivated using fertigation systems.

Region with largest share:

During the forecast period, the North America region is expected to hold the largest
market share, due to the region benefits from advanced farming infrastructure and
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widespread adoption of precision agriculture. Strong demand for high-yield crops such
as corn and soybeans reinforces fertilizer consumption. Government initiatives
supporting sustainable farming practices further encourage starter fertilizer use. Leading
manufacturers are headquartered in the region, ensuring robust supply chains and
innovation. Farmers are increasingly adopting advanced formulations to maximize
productivity and profitability.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the Middle East & Africa region is anticipated to exhibit the
highest CAGR, owing to expanding agricultural activities and government initiatives to
boost food security. Farmers are increasingly adopting modern techniques to improve
yields in challenging climatic conditions. Fertigation and precision farming are gaining
traction in water-scarce regions. Rising investment in infrastructure and extension
services is supporting fertilizer adoption. International collaborations are introducing
advanced formulations tailored for local crops.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players in Starter Fertilizers Market include Nutrien Ltd., Yara
International ASA, The Mosaic Company, ICL Group Ltd., EuroChem Group AG, BASF
SE, Compass Minerals International, Inc., Nufarm Limited, Koch Fertilizer, LLC, Bayer
AG, Syngenta Crop Protection AG, Sumitomo Chemical Co., Ltd., UPL Limited, Helena
Agri-Enterprises, LLC, and AgroLiquid.

Key Developments:

In January 2026, Bayer and Souffl? Therapeutics™, an innovative biotech company that
discovers and develops cell-selective genetic therapies, announced a strategic
collaboration and global licensing agreement to advance a heart-targeted small
interfering RNA (siRNA) therapy. The companies will collaborate to develop a siRNA-
based treatment for a form of dilated cardiomyopathy, addressing a rare subset of heart
disease.

In October 2025, Saudi Agricultural and Livestock Investment Company (SALIC), and
Syngenta Crop Protection AG, have signed a Letter of Intent (LOI) to combine their
expertise to create a resilient agri-food sector in Saudi Arabia and globally. The LOI
aligns with the shared mission of both entities to bolster global food security through
strategic partnerships, technology and responsible practices.
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Types Covered:
Nitrogen (N)
Phosphorus (P)
Potassium (K)

Other Types

Formulations Covered:
Granular
Liquid

Powder

Crop Types Covered:
Cereals & Grains
Oilseeds & Pulses
Fruits & Vegetables
Turf & Ornamentals

Other Crop Types

Distribution Channels Covered:
Direct Sales

Distributors/Dealers
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Retail Stores

Online Platforms

Institutional

Application Methods Covered:

Soil Application

Foliar Application

Seed Treatment

Fertigation

Regions Covered:

North America
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Canada

Mexico

Europe

Germany
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Italy
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Spain

Rest of Europe
Asia Pacific

Japan

China

India

Australia

New Zealand

South Korea

Rest of Asia Pacific
South America

Argentina

Brazil

Chile

Rest of South America
Middle East & Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Qatar

South Africa
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Rest of Middle East & Africa

What our report offers:

- Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments

- Strategic recommendations for the new entrants

- Covers Market data for the years 2024, 2025, 2026, 2028, and 2032

- Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges, Investment
Opportunities, and recommendations)

- Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market
estimations

- Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends

- Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments
- Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one of the following free
customization options:

Company Profiling
Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)
SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as
per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking

Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical presence, and
strategic alliances
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