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According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Side Hustle Degrees Market is accounted for
$65.8 billion in 2025 and is expected to reach $188.4 billion by 2032 growing at a CAGR
of 16.2 % during the forecast period. A Side Hustle Degree is an academic program or
credential focused on teaching practical, income-generating skills. Unlike traditional
degrees, they emphasize immediate entrepreneurial application, covering areas like
digital marketing, e-commerce, coding, or content creation. The goal is to equip
students with the knowledge to launch and manage a freelance business or "side
hustle" alongside their primary job or studies, offering a direct path to financial
supplementation and skill monetization in the modern gig economy.

According to Coursera's 2023 impact report, demand for "Side Hustle Degrees" in fields
like digital marketing and UX design has grown over 300%, driven by professionals
seeking immediate, monetizable skills for the gig economy.

Market Dynamics:

Driver:
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Rising demand for flexible upskilling programs

The increasing need for flexible, skill-focused learning options is driving the adoption of
side hustle degrees. Learners seek programs that allow them to balance full-time work,
personal commitments, and professional development. Fueled by the gig economy and
remote work trends, these programs provide practical skills that enhance employability

and entrepreneurial opportunities. Institutions are offering modular, on-demand courses
to cater to diverse learner needs, supporting career pivots and income diversification in
a competitive job market.

Restraint:
Lack of accreditation credibility

A major restraint for side hustle degrees is the limited recognition and credibility of non-
traditional programs. Many employers question the validity of micro-degrees, badges,
and short-term certificates compared to conventional academic credentials. This
perception hinders adoption among learners seeking widely recognized qualifications.
Additionally, inconsistent accreditation standards across providers create confusion and
reduce confidence in program value. Without formal recognition, students may be
reluctant to invest in these alternative learning pathways despite their flexibility and
practical relevance.

Opportunity:
Collaboration with online universities

Partnerships between side hustle degree providers and accredited online universities
present significant growth opportunities. Such collaborations enhance credibility,
broaden course offerings, and provide formal recognition for learners. Integrating
modular certifications, stackable credentials, and mentorship programs allows students
to build comprehensive skill portfolios. This convergence of flexible, short-term learning
with recognized academic institutions strengthens market appeal and supports lifelong
learning initiatives. Consequently, collaborations can attract a larger, global learner
base seeking both flexibility and legitimacy.

Threat:
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Increasing competition from microlearning platforms

The rise of microlearning platforms offering skill-based, bite-sized modules creates
intense competition for side hustle degree programs. These platforms often provide
affordable, accessible, and highly targeted learning experiences. Learners may prefer
short-term courses over longer, structured side hustle degrees due to convenience and
lower costs. Additionally, rapid innovation and gamification in microlearning platforms
attract attention, reducing enrollment in more formalized alternative degree programs.
Providers must differentiate offerings and emphasize practical outcomes to remain
competitive.

Covid-19 Impact:

The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated demand for remote, flexible learning models,
fueling the side hustle degrees market. Lockdowns and economic disruptions prompted
professionals to upskill or explore alternative income sources, driving adoption. Online
platforms expanded offerings, enabling learners to acquire new skills from home. Post-
pandemic, the hybrid work environment and continued gig economy growth sustain
market momentum. Institutions are increasingly integrating digital tools and virtual
mentorship to support flexible, career-oriented education

The micro-credentials & badges segment is expected to be the largest during the
forecast period

The micro-credentials & badges segment is expected to account for the largest market
share during the forecast period, resulting from its ability to deliver targeted, verifiable
skills. Learners gain tangible recognition for completed modules, enhancing
employability and career advancement. These credentials are stackable, allowing
accumulation into comprehensive skill portfolios. Increasing employer acceptance and
integration with professional networks further strengthen adoption. Their modular nature
makes them highly flexible, appealing to a wide demographic of working professionals
and learners seeking immediate practical benefits.

The fully online segment is expected to have the highest CAGR during the forecast
period

Over the forecast period, the fully online segment is predicted to witness the highest
growth rate, propelled by global accessibility, convenience, and cost-effectiveness.
Learners can participate from any location without relocating or adjusting work
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schedules. Institutions leverage advanced learning management systems, interactive
platforms, and Al-driven personalization to enhance engagement. The fully online model
supports continuous upskilling and side projects, making it highly compatible with the
gig economy and lifelong learning trends. Increasing broadband penetration further
accelerates adoption globally.

Region with largest share:

During the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is expected to hold the largest market
share, attributed to rapidly expanding internet penetration, growing awareness of
alternative education models, and rising interest in career diversification. Countries like
India, China, and Australia have a strong base of students and working professionals
seeking flexible, skill-oriented programs. Government initiatives supporting digital
education and upskilling programs further reinforce adoption. A combination of
affordability, accessibility, and technological infrastructure drives regional dominance in
the side hustle degrees market.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the North America region is anticipated to exhibit the highest
CAGR associated with strong digital infrastructure, high disposable income, and
widespread acceptance of alternative credentials. Employers increasingly recognize
micro-degrees, badges, and stackable credentials, boosting market confidence.
Universities and online platforms continue innovating with hybrid and fully online
programs. Combined with strong gig economy growth and professional upskilling
trends, North America is poised for accelerated adoption of side hustle degrees,
fostering lifelong learning and workforce adaptability.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players in Side Hustle Degrees Market include Coursera, Udemy, edX,
LinkedIn Learning, Skillshare, General Assembly, Udacity, Springboard, Teachable,
Thinkific, Fiverr, Upwork, Etsy, Shopify, Patreon, Substack, Gumroad, Canva,
Squarespace, and Google.

Key Developments:

In August 2025, Coursera launched its new "Freelance Accelerator" credential, a
industry-backed program in digital marketing and e-commerce, featuring a guaranteed
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project with a real-world client to build a verifiable portfolio.
In July 2025, Udemy introduced "Udemy Pro," a subscription tier offering Al-powered
career coaching and a dedicated marketplace to connect graduates of its high-demand
tech skills programs with vetted freelance opportunities.
In June 2025, Google announced a strategic "Make in India” initiative to localize its
"Google Career Certificates"” for the Indian market, focusing on high-growth freelance
fields like IT support and project management.
Offering Types Covered:

Micro-Credentials & Badges

Nano-Degrees / Stackable Certificates

Short Courses & Workshops

Bootcamps & Accelerated Cohorts

Mentorship & Coaching Packages

Platform vs. University-Backed Programs

Other Offering Types

Delivery Modes Covered:
Fully Online
Cohort-Based Online
Blended
Mobile-First Microlearning

Other Delivery Modes
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Skill Categories Covered:
Digital & Creative Services
Technology & Coding
Business & Financial Services

Specialized Niche Services

Target Learners Covered:
Students
Early Career Professionals
Mid-Career Reskillers
Creators & Solopreneurs

Retirees

Revenue Models Covered:
Subscription
One-Time Course Fees
Revenue Share
Corporate Sponsorships
Freemium

Other Revenue Models
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End Users Covered:
Creative & Media
Creative & Media
Retail & E-commerce
Home & Local Services
Financial Services

Other End Users

Regions Covered:

North America
usS
Canada
Mexico

Europe
Germany
UK
Italy
France
Spain

Rest of Europe
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Asia Pacific

Japan

China

India

Australia

New Zealand

South Korea

Rest of Asia Pacific
South America

Argentina

Brazil

Chile

Rest of South America
Middle East & Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Qatar

South Africa

Rest of Middle East & Africa
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What our report offers:

- Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments

- Strategic recommendations for the new entrants

- Covers Market data for the years 2024, 2025, 2026, 2028, and 2032

- Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges, Investment
Opportunities, and recommendations)

- Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market
estimations

- Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends

- Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments
- Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one of the following free
customization options:

Company Profiling
Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)
SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as
per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking

Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical
presence, and strategic alliances

Side Hustle Degrees Market Forecasts to 2032 — Global Analysis By Offering Type (Micro-Credentials & Badges, N...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/services/education/side-hustle-degrees-market-strat.html

Market Publishers

1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

2 PREFACE

2.1 Abstract
2.2 Stake Holders
2.3 Research Scope
2.4 Research Methodology
2.4.1 Data Mining
2.4.2 Data Analysis
2.4.3 Data Validation
2.4.4 Research Approach
2.5 Research Sources
2.5.1 Primary Research Sources
2.5.2 Secondary Research Sources
2.5.3 Assumptions

3 MARKET TREND ANALYSIS

3.1 Introduction

3.2 Drivers

3.3 Restraints

3.4 Opportunities

3.5 Threats

3.6 End User Analysis
3.7 Emerging Markets
3.8 Impact of Covid-19

4 PORTERS FIVE FORCE ANALYSIS

4.1 Bargaining power of suppliers
4.2 Bargaining power of buyers
4.3 Threat of substitutes

4.4 Threat of new entrants

4.5 Competitive rivalry

+357 96 030922
info@marketpublishers.com

5 GLOBAL SIDE HUSTLE DEGREES MARKET, BY OFFERING TYPE

Side Hustle Degrees Market Forecasts to 2032 — Global Analysis By Offering Type (Micro-Credentials & Badges, N...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/services/education/side-hustle-degrees-market-strat.html

+357 96 030922

Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

5.1 Introduction

5.2 Micro-Credentials & Badges

5.3 Nano-Degrees / Stackable Certificates
5.4 Short Courses & Workshops

5.5 Bootcamps & Accelerated Cohorts

5.6 Mentorship & Coaching Packages

5.7 Platform vs. University-Backed Programs
5.8 Other Offering Types

6 GLOBAL SIDE HUSTLE DEGREES MARKET, BY DELIVERY MODE

6.1 Introduction

6.2 Fully Online

6.3 Cohort-Based Online

6.4 Blended

6.5 Mobile-First Microlearning
6.6 Other Delivery Modes

7 GLOBAL SIDE HUSTLE DEGREES MARKET, BY SKILL CATEGORY

7.1 Introduction
7.2 Digital & Creative Services
7.2.1 Digital Marketing
7.2.2 Graphic Design & Multimedia
7.2.3 Content Creation & Copywriting
7.3 Technology & Coding
7.3.1 Web Development
7.3.2 Data Science & Analytics
7.3.3 Cybersecurity & IT Support
7.4 Business & Financial Services
7.4.1 Accounting & Bookkeeping
7.4.2 Virtual Assistance & Project Management
7.4.3 Consulting & Coaching
7.5 Specialized Niche Services
7.5.1 Medical Coding & Transcription
7.5.2 Foreign Language Translation/ESL Tutoring
7.5.3 Real Estate/Property Management
7.5.4 Personal Fitness Training

Side Hustle Degrees Market Forecasts to 2032 — Global Analysis By Offering Type (Micro-Credentials & Badges, N...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/services/education/side-hustle-degrees-market-strat.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

8 GLOBAL SIDE HUSTLE DEGREES MARKET, BY TARGET LEARNER

8.1 Introduction

8.2 Students

8.3 Early Career Professionals
8.4 Mid-Career Reskillers

8.5 Creators & Solopreneurs
8.6 Retirees

9 GLOBAL SIDE HUSTLE DEGREES MARKET, BY REVENUE MODEL

9.1 Introduction

9.2 Subscription

9.3 One-Time Course Fees

9.4 Revenue Share

9.5 Corporate Sponsorships
9.6 Freemium

9.7 Other Revenue Models

10 GLOBAL SIDE HUSTLE DEGREES MARKET, BY END USER

10.1 Introduction

10.2 Technology & Software Services
10.3 Creative & Media

10.4 Retail & E-commerce

10.5 Home & Local Services

10.6 Financial Services

10.7 Other End Users

11 GLOBAL SIDE HUSTLE DEGREES MARKET, BY GEOGRAPHY

11.1 Introduction
11.2 North America
11.2.1 US
11.2.2 Canada
11.2.3 Mexico
11.3 Europe
11.3.1 Germany

Side Hustle Degrees Market Forecasts to 2032 — Global Analysis By Offering Type (Micro-Credentials & Badges, N...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/services/education/side-hustle-degrees-market-strat.html

Market Publishers

11.3.2 UK

11.3.3 ltaly

11.3.4 France

11.3.5 Spain

11.3.6 Rest of Europe
11.4 Asia Pacific

11.4.1 Japan

11.4.2 China

11.4.3 India

11.4.4 Australia

11.4.5 New Zealand

11.4.6 South Korea

11.4.7 Rest of Asia Pacific
11.5 South America

11.5.1 Argentina

11.5.2 Brazil

11.5.3 Chile

11.5.4 Rest of South America

11.6 Middle East & Africa
11.6.1 Saudi Arabia
11.6.2 UAE
11.6.3 Qatar
11.6.4 South Africa

11.6.5 Rest of Middle East & Africa

12 KEY DEVELOPMENTS

12.1 Agreements, Partnerships, Collaborations and Joint Ventures

12.2 Acquisitions & Mergers
12.3 New Product Launch
12.4 Expansions

12.5 Other Key Strategies

13 COMPANY PROFILING

13.1 Coursera

13.2 Udemy

13.3 edX

13.4 LinkedIn Learning

+357 96 030922
info@marketpublishers.com

Side Hustle Degrees Market Forecasts to 2032 — Global Analysis By Offering Type (Micro-Credentials & Badges, N...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/services/education/side-hustle-degrees-market-strat.html

Market Publishers

13.5 Skillshare
13.6 General Assembly
13.7 Udacity

13.8 Springboard
13.9 Teachable
13.10 Thinkific
13.11 Fiverr

13.12 Upwork
13.13 Etsy

13.14 Shopify
13.15 Patreon
13.16 Substack
13.17 Gumroad
13.18 Canva

13.19 Squarespace
13.20 Google

+357 96 030922
info@marketpublishers.com

Side Hustle Degrees Market Forecasts to 2032 — Global Analysis By Offering Type (Micro-Credentials & Badges, N...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/services/education/side-hustle-degrees-market-strat.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

LIST OF TABLES

Table 1 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Region (2024-2032) ($MN)
Table 2 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Offering Type (2024-2032)
($MN)

Table 3 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Micro-Credentials & Badges
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 4 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Nano-Degrees / Stackable
Certificates (2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 5 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Short Courses & Workshops
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 6 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Bootcamps & Accelerated
Cohorts (2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 7 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Mentorship & Coaching
Packages (2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 8 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Platform vs. University-Backed
Programs (2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 9 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Other Offering Types
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 10 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Delivery Mode (2024-2032)
($MN)

Table 11 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Fully Online (2024-2032)
($MN)

Table 12 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Cohort-Based Online
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 13 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Blended (2024-2032) ($MN)
Table 14 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Mobile-First Microlearning
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 15 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Other Delivery Modes
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 16 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Skill Category (2024-2032)
($MN)

Table 17 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Digital & Creative Services
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 18 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Digital Marketing (2024-2032)
($MN)

Table 19 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Graphic Design & Multimedia

Side Hustle Degrees Market Forecasts to 2032 — Global Analysis By Offering Type (Micro-Credentials & Badges, N...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/services/education/side-hustle-degrees-market-strat.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 20 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Content Creation &
Copywriting (2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 21 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Technology & Coding
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 22 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Web Development
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 23 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Data Science & Analytics
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 24 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Cybersecurity & IT Support
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 25 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Business & Financial Services
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 26 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Accounting & Bookkeeping
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 27 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Virtual Assistance & Project
Management (2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 28 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Consulting & Coaching
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 29 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Specialized Niche Services
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 30 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Medical Coding &
Transcription (2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 31 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Foreign Language
Translation/ESL Tutoring (2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 32 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Real Estate/Property
Management (2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 33 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Personal Fitness Training
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 34 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Target Learner (2024-2032)
($MN)

Table 35 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Students (2024-2032) ($MN)
Table 36 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Early Career Professionals
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 37 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Mid-Career Reskillers
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 38 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Creators & Solopreneurs
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 39 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Retirees (2024-2032) ($MN)

Side Hustle Degrees Market Forecasts to 2032 — Global Analysis By Offering Type (Micro-Credentials & Badges, N...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/services/education/side-hustle-degrees-market-strat.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

Table 40 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Revenue Model (2024-2032)
($MN)

Table 41 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Subscription (2024-2032)
($MN)

Table 42 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By One-Time Course Fees
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 43 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Revenue Share (2024-2032)
($MN)

Table 44 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Corporate Sponsorships
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 45 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Freemium (2024-2032) ($MN)
Table 46 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Other Revenue Models
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 47 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By End User (2024-2032) ($MN)
Table 48 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Technology & Software
Services (2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 49 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Creative & Media (2024-2032)
($MN)

Table 50 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Retail & E-commerce
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 51 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Home & Local Services
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 52 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Financial Services
(2024-2032) ($MN)

Table 53 Global Side Hustle Degrees Market Outlook, By Other End Users (2024-2032)
($MN)

Note: Tables for North America, Europe, APAC, South America, and Middle East &
Africa Regions are also represented in the same manner as above.

Side Hustle Degrees Market Forecasts to 2032 — Global Analysis By Offering Type (Micro-Credentials & Badges, N...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/services/education/side-hustle-degrees-market-strat.html

. +357 96 030922
‘ Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

| would like to order

Product name: Side Hustle Degrees Market Forecasts to 2032 — Global Analysis By Offering Type (Micro-
Credentials & Badges, Nano-Degrees / Stackable Certificates, Short Courses &
Workshops, Bootcamps & Accelerated Cohorts, Mentorship & Coaching Packages,
Platform vs. University-Backed Programs, and Other Offering Types), Delivery Mode, Skill
Category, Target Learner, Revenue Model, End User and By Geography

Product link: https://marketpublishers.com/r/SE24334019FAEN.html
Price: US$ 4,150.00 (Single User License / Electronic Delivery)

If you want to order Corporate License or Hard Copy, please, contact our Customer
Service:
info@marketpublishers.com

Payment

To pay by Credit Card (Visa, MasterCard, American Express, PayPal), please, click
button on product page https://marketpublishers.com/r/SE24334019FAEN.html

Side Hustle Degrees Market Forecasts to 2032 — Global Analysis By Offering Type (Micro-Credentials & Badges, N...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/services/education/side-hustle-degrees-market-strat.html
mailto:info@marketpublishers.com
https://marketpublishers.com/report/services/education/side-hustle-degrees-market-strat.html
http://www.tcpdf.org
https://marketpublishers.com/report/services/education/side-hustle-degrees-market-strat.html

