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According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Recycled PET (rPET) & Circular Economy
Packaging Market is accounted for $9.1 billion in 2026 and is expected to reach $16.6
billion by 2034 growing at a CAGR of 7.8% during the forecast period. Recycled PET
(rPET) & Circular Economy Packaging centers on converting recovered polyethylene
terephthalate into new packaging through circular material practices. The approach
involves PET collection, sorting, processing, and reintegration to limit reliance on newly
produced plastics. Recycled PET is used across bottles, containers, trays, and various
packaging formats while maintaining useful performance characteristics. Circular
packaging systems additionally promote efficient waste collection, advanced recycling
processes, recycled-content adoption, and packaging designs that support recyclability,
helping extend material circulation and reduce the amount of plastic entering waste
streams.

According to NAPCOR, bottle applications accounted for more than 60% of all rPET
pounds sold in the U.S. and Canada in 2024, demonstrating the strong role of recycled

PET in bottle packaging. Average rPET content in U.S. PET bottles reached 15.9% in
2024, compared with a three-year average of 13.7%.

Market Dynamics:
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Driver:

Growing demand for sustainable packaging

Rising sustainability awareness is accelerating adoption of Recycled PET (rPET) and
circular packaging solutions as businesses work to minimize plastic waste and use
resources more efficiently. Growing consumer preference for recycled-content
packaging is motivating brands to substitute virgin PET with recycled materials.
Manufacturers are also implementing circular models to advance environmental
objectives and improve resource utilization. Consequently, investments are increasing
in PET collection networks, recycling facilities, recycled-content processing, and
packaging designs that enable easier recovery, recycling, and continued material
circulation across multiple end-use sectors.

Restraint:

High cost of rPET processing

Elevated recycling and processing expenses can limit wider adoption of rPET packaging
solutions. Producing packaging-grade recycled PET requires collection networks,
sorting facilities, washing systems, and specialized processing equipment, which can
increase operating costs. Contaminated or poorly sorted waste may require additional
treatment while affecting recycled-material quality. As a result, rPET can face cost
disadvantages against virgin PET in certain applications. These financial challenges
may particularly affect smaller producers and regions where recycling infrastructure,
waste collection networks, and material recovery systems are still developing.

Opportunity:
Expansion of closed-loop recycling infrastructure

Growing investment in closed-loop recycling systems offers substantial opportunities for
rPET and circular packaging. Developing efficient collection networks, sorting
technologies, washing facilities, and recycling plants can expand supplies of packaging-
quality recycled PET. Better waste-management infrastructure can improve recovery
rates while lowering contamination. Brands and packaging producers can work with
recycling companies to build reliable sourcing networks for recovered materials. Such
initiatives can encourage greater recycled-content integration, reinforce circular material
flows, and accelerate adoption of advanced recycling solutions across different markets
and packaging applications.
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Threat:

Competition from virgin PET and alternative materials

The availability of virgin PET and competing packaging materials presents a potential
threat to rPET market expansion. Lower fossil-fuel and feedstock prices can reduce the
cost advantage of recycled PET compared with conventional resin. At the same time,
materials such as glass, aluminum, paper, and bio-based alternatives compete for
packaging applications. Their varying costs, performance characteristics, availability,
and manufacturing requirements can affect purchasing decisions. Consequently, rPET
adoption may face pressure from producers seeking economical materials, dependable
supplies, and consistent packaging performance.

Covid-19 Impact:

COVID-19 temporarily affected the rPET and circular packaging market by disrupting
waste collection, recycling operations, labor availability, and material supply chains.
Restrictions reduced access to recyclable PET and created operational difficulties for
recycling facilities. However, packaging demand from essential sectors such as food,
beverages, healthcare, and household products continued during the pandemic. These
conditions emphasized the importance of strengthening recycling infrastructure,
improving supply-chain resilience, and developing dependable circular systems capable
of maintaining recycled-material availability during future disruptions.

The rPET bottles segment is expected to be the largest
during the forecast period

The rPET bottles segment is expected to account for the largest market share during
the forecast period, supported by their extensive use across beverage and liquid-
product packaging. Their lightweight structure, recyclability, established production
technologies, and suitability for recycled content encourage widespread utilization.
Brands are increasingly incorporating recycled PET bottles into sustainability-focused
packaging programs. In addition, established collection and recycling networks for PET
bottles support material recovery and reintegration, strengthening the role of bottles in
circular packaging systems and continued resource utilization.

The pharmaceuticals segment is expected to have the
highest CAGR during the forecast period

Recycled PET (rPET) & Circular Economy Packaging Market Forecasts to 2034 - Global Analysis By Product Type (r...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/industry/packaging_industry/recycled-pet-rpet-circular-economy-packaging-market-strat.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

Over the forecast period, the pharmaceuticals segment is predicted to witness the
highest growth rate as healthcare companies increasingly emphasize sustainable
packaging practices. Greater focus on environmental objectives is encouraging
pharmaceutical manufacturers to consider recycled-content materials across packaging
operations. Recycled PET can be utilized in suitable bottles, containers, and related
formats while providing material efficiency and durability. Increasing interest in
circularity, responsible resource utilization, and enhanced recycling systems is creating
greater opportunities for rPET adoption within pharmaceutical packaging applications.

Region with largest share:

During the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is expected to hold the largest market
share due to its strong packaging manufacturing base and increasing use of recycled
materials. Expanding recycling infrastructure and greater attention to plastic waste
management are supporting regional adoption. Packaging manufacturers and consumer
brands are increasingly incorporating rPET into sustainability strategies. In addition,
urbanization, rising packaged-product consumption, and ongoing development of
collection and recycling systems are strengthening demand for recycled PET and
supporting Asia Pacific’'s dominant market position.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is anticipated to exhibit the highest
CAGR as recycling capabilities expand and sustainability efforts intensify. Rising
packaging demand across the region is encouraging greater use of recycled materials.
Improvements in plastic waste management and increased adoption of recycled-content
packaging are supporting market opportunities. Demand from food, beverage, personal
care, and consumer-product sectors is also contributing to growth. Continued
investment in collection networks, recycling facilities, and circular packaging systems is
expected to strengthen regional expansion.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players in Recycled PET (rPET) & Circular Economy Packaging
Market include Phoenix Technologies International, LLC, UltrePET, Plastipak Holdings,
Inc., Indorama Ventures Public Limited Company, CarbonLITE Industries, Clear Path
Recycling, PFR Nord GmbH, Krones AG, Evergreen Plastics, Inc., M&G Chemicals,
Montello S.p.A., Placon, PolyQuest, Verdeco Recycling, Inc., ALPLA Werke Alwin
Lehner GmbH, Amcor PLC, Ganesha Ecosphere Ltd. and Alpek S.A.B. de C.V.
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Key Developments:

In August 2026, Krones is further expanding its presence in India. The new site enables
the company to support customers even more closely and strengthen its position in one
of the world's most important growth markets for the beverage, food and packaging
industries.

In April 2025, Amcor plc announced the successful completion of its all-stock
combination with Berry Global, effective. Through this combination, Amcor enhances its
position as a global leader in consumer and healthcare packaging solutions with the

unique material science and innovation capabilities required to revolutionize product
development and meet customers’ and consumers’ sustainability aspirations.

Product Types Covered:
rPET Bottles
rPET Containers
rPET Films & Sheets
rPET Straps

rPET Fibers

Packaging Formats Covered:
Rigid Packaging

Flexible Packaging

Source of Collections Covered:

Post-Consumer PET Waste

Post-Industrial PET Waste
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Recycling Technologies Covered:

Mechanical Recycling

Chemical Recycling

Distribution Channels Covered:
Retail
E-Commerce

Direct Supply to Brands

End Users Covered:
Food & Beverages
Pharmaceuticals
Personal Care & Cosmetics
Household Products

Industrial Applications

Regions Covered:

North America
United States

Canada
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Mexico
Europe
United Kingdom
Germany
France
Italy
Spain
Netherlands
Belgium
Sweden
Switzerland
Poland
Rest of Europe
Asia Pacific
China
Japan
India
South Korea

Australia
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Indonesia
Thailand
Malaysia
Singapore
Vietnam
Rest of Asia Pacific
South America
Brazil
Argentina
Colombia
Chile
Peru
Rest of South America
Rest of the World (RoW)
Middle East
Saudi Arabia
United Arab Emirates
Qatar
Israel

Rest of Middle East
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Africa
South Africa

Egypt
Morocco

Rest of Africa

What our report offers:
Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments
Strategic recommendations for the new entrants

Covers Market data for the years 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026, 2027, 2028, 2030,
2032 and 2034

Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges,
Investment Opportunities, and recommendations)

Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market
estimations

Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends
Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments

Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one
of the following free customization options:
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Company Profiling
Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)
SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as
per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking
Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical
presence, and strategic alliances
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