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According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Real and Compound Chocolate Market is
accounted for $36.56 billion in 2024 and is expected to reach $58.22 billion by 2030
growing at a CAGR of 8.06% during the forecast period. Real chocolate is made from
high-quality cocoa solids, cocoa butter, and sugar, following strict standards and
regulations. It typically includes ingredients like milk powder or cream for milk chocolate,
or just cocoa for dark chocolate, and is known for its smooth texture and rich taste.
Compound chocolate, on the other hand, is made by replacing cocoa butter with
vegetable fats such as palm or coconut olil. It is typically less expensive, has a different
texture, and is often used for coating and baking applications.

Market Dynamics:
Driver:
Growing demand for premium chocolate

High-grade real chocolate prepared with premium ingredients like butter and cocoa
solids is becoming more and more popular as customers grow pickier about taste and
quality. Particularly dark chocolate is becoming more and more well-liked because of its
many health advantages, including its high antioxidant content. Furthermore, luxury
chocolates frequently have distinctive flavour combinations, organic ingredients, and
ethical sourcing methods, which appeal to a more socially conscious and health-

Real and Compound Chocolate Market Forecasts to 2030 — Global Analysis By Product Type (Real Chocolate, Compou...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/food/confectionery/real-n-compound-chocolate-market-forecasts-strat.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

sensitive market. In upscale retail and gourmet sectors, this trend is increasing
sales of both real and compound chocolates.

Restraint:
Consumer shift to plant-based alternatives

Increasing awareness of health, environmental sustainability, and animal welfare has
driven demand for dairy-free and vegan chocolate options. Plant-based chocolates use
alternatives like almond, oat, or coconut milk instead of traditional dairy, appealing to
lactose-intolerant and vegan consumers. This trend is particularly evident among
younger, health-conscious demographics who prioritize clean-label and ethically
sourced products. Manufacturers are innovating with plant-based formulations to cater
to this growing demand, creating opportunities for both real and compound chocolate
producers to expand their portfolios while meeting evolving consumer preferences.

Opportunity:
Rising use in baking and desserts

The industry is expanding due to the increasing use of both genuine and compound
chocolate in baking and pastries. Because of their rich flavour profiles and adaptability,
bakers and confectioners are using these chocolates more and more for cakes, cookies,
pastries, and dessert coatings. Compound chocolate is frequently used for coatings and
decorations due to its low cost and melting ease, while real chocolate is valued for its
superior flavour and texture and is favoured for gourmet products. Demand is further
increased by the growing appeal of baking at home, which is being driven by social
media trends and food shows. Technological advancements in chocolate formulas also
allow producers to satisfy a variety of needs, from taste to usefulness.

Threat:
Concerns over artificial additives

Health-conscious individuals are scrutinizing product labels, avoiding chocolates
containing synthetic flavors, colors, and preservatives due to potential health risks and a
preference for natural ingredients. These concerns are particularly prominent in the
compound chocolate segment, which often uses artificial ingredients to enhance flavour,
colour, or shelf life. As a result, manufacturers are shifting toward cleaner labels,
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emphasizing natural, organic, and minimally processed ingredients to meet evolving
consumer demands. This trend aligns with the broader movement toward transparency,
sustainability, and health-focused food choices in the chocolate industry.

Covid-19 Impact

The COVID-19 pandemic significantly impacted the real and compound chocolate
market, disrupting supply chains and altering consumer behavior. Lockdowns led to
decreased demand in the food service sector, while mainstream consumption remained
stable. However, challenges arose from transportation issues and raw material
shortages, particularly cocoa, affecting production levels. Despite these setbacks, there
was a notable shift towards healthier chocolate options, with consumers increasingly
favouring dark chocolate for its perceived health benefits, creating new opportunities
within the market.

The confectionery segment is expected to be the largest during the forecast period

The confectionery segment is expected to account for the largest market share during
the forecast period. Increasing consumer preference for chocolate-based products,
such as bars, pralines, and coated treats, fuels growth. Real chocolate is favoured for
its premium quality and rich flavour in luxury confections, while compound chocolate's
cost-effectiveness and easy handling make it ideal for mass production. Seasonal
demand during holidays and events, along with innovations in flavors and packaging,
further boosts the confectionery market’s expansion globally.

The retail consumers segment is expected to have the highest CAGR during the
forecast period

Over the forecast period, the retail consumers segment is predicted to witness the
highest growth rate, due to growing preferences for indulgent snacks and premium
confectionery. Rising disposable incomes and increasing awareness of high-quality
chocolate options, such as dark and organic variants, encourage purchases. Compound
chocolate’s affordability and versatility also appeal to budget-conscious buyers for
everyday consumption and home baking. Seasonal trends, like holidays and gifting
occasions, further amplify demand, while the expansion of e-commerce platforms
makes chocolate products more accessible to retail consumers worldwide.

Region with largest share:
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During the forecast period, Asia Pacific region is expected to hold the largest market
share, due to rising disposable incomes, urbanization, and evolving consumer
preferences for premium and affordable chocolate products. Increased awareness of
health benefits, especially of dark chocolate, boosts demand for real chocolate, while
compound chocolate's cost-effectiveness supports its use in baking and confectionery.
Seasonal festivals and gifting traditions further amplify sales. Additionally, the growing
presence of international brands and the expansion of e-commerce platforms make
chocolate products more accessible, driving market growth across the region.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the North America region is anticipated to exhibit the highest
CAGR, owing to mounting consumer demand for premium and healthier chocolate
options, particularly dark chocolate with high cocoa content. Growing interest in organic,
fair-trade, and sustainably sourced chocolates also fuels market growth. The rise in
indulgent snack consumption, along with seasonal demand during holidays like
Valentine's Day and Christmas, further boosts sales. Additionally, innovations in
chocolate products, along with the expanding availability through e-commerce and
retail, contribute to the growing popularity of both real and compound chocolates in the
region.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players profiled in the Real and Compound Chocolate Market include
Mars, Incorporated, Nestle S.A., The Hershey Company, Mondelez International, Inc.,
Barry Callebaut, Cargill, Incorporated, Lindt & Sprungli AG, Ferrero Group, Ghirardelli
Chocolate Company, ArcelorMittal, Godiva Chocolatier, Valrhona, Guittard Chocolate
Company, Dandelion Chocolate, Cocoa Processing Company Limited, Meiji Holdings
Co., Ltd., Kraft Heinz Company, Vegan Cuts, Taza Chocolate, and Hotel Chocolat
Group.

Key Developments:

In March 2024, Cargill India, a subsidiary of Cargill Inc., expanded its product portfolio
by unveiling block chocolates, chocolate chips, and cocoa powder products under its
NatureFresh Professional brand. The company developed these products for
manufacturers from the food & bakery industry across India.

In June 2023, Barry Callebaut expanded its dairy-free chocolate portfolio to the Mexican
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market by unveiling the Callebaut NXT and SICAO Zero brands. Under these brands,
the company is targeting consumers with specialty claims such as dairy-free, low-sugar,
and environmentally-friendly chocolate.
In October 2022, Barry Callebaut, a Swiss-based chocolate company, introduced a new
next-generation chocolate bar. The new bar contains 60-80% cocoa and uses nearly
50% less sugar than traditional chocolate. The company has taken more than 20 years
of research to develop this new product.
Product Types Covered:

Real Chocolate

Compound Chocolate

Other Product Types

Distribution Channels Covered:
Online

Offline

Forms Covered:
Bars
Chips
Coatings
Chunks
Powders

Liquids
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Applications Covered:
Beverages
Confectionery
Bakery & Pastry
Ice Cream & Frozen Desserts

Other Applications

End Users Covered:
Retail Consumers
Food Manufacturers
Foodservice & HoReCa

Other End Users

Regions Covered:
North America
usS
Canada
Mexico
Europe
Germany

UK
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Italy

France

Spain

Rest of Europe
Asia Pacific

Japan

China

India

Australia

New Zealand

South Korea

Rest of Asia Pacific
South America

Argentina

Brazil

Chile

Rest of South America
Middle East & Africa

Saudi Arabia
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UAE
Qatar
South Africa
Rest of Middle East & Africa
What our report offers:
- Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments
- Strategic recommendations for the new entrants
- Covers Market data for the years 2022, 2023, 2024, 2026, and 2030
- Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges, Investment
Opportunities, and recommendations)
- Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market
estimations
- Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends
- Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments
- Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one of the following free
customization options:

Company Profiling
Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)
SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as
per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking
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Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical
presence, and strategic alliances
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