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Abstracts

According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Pulp & Paper Process Chemicals Market is

accounted for $16.4 billion in 2026 and is expected to reach $22.8 billion by 2034

growing at a CAGR of 4.2% during the forecast period. Pulp and paper process

chemicals are specialty chemicals used throughout pulping, bleaching, papermaking,

coating, and finishing processes to improve production efficiency and final paper

properties. These chemicals include bleaching agents, sizing agents, retention aids,

defoamers, biocides, strength additives, coating chemicals, and drainage aids. They

help improve brightness, printability, strength, water resistance, machine performance,

and production consistency while controlling deposits and contaminants. Pulp and

paper process chemicals are used across packaging, printing, tissue, specialty paper,

and industrial paper manufacturing. Increasing demand for high-performance paper

products and sustainable production processes is driving market development.

Market Dynamics

Driver:

Growing packaging paper demand from e-commerce

The rapid expansion of e-commerce and growing consumer preference for sustainable
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packaging solutions are significantly increasing demand for packaging paper

grades across corrugated boxes, cartons, and protective packaging applications. This

trend is driving pulp and paper mills to optimize production efficiency through advanced

chemical formulations that enhance strength properties and improve runnability.

Process chemicals that enhance paper strength, improve drainage, and enable higher

recycled fiber content are particularly in demand as mills seek to balance cost and

quality. The shift from plastic to paper-based packaging is creating sustained growth

opportunities throughout the value chain.

Restraint:

Rising raw material costs and energy prices

Volatility in pulp prices, energy costs, and chemical feedstock availability is creating

significant challenges for process chemical manufacturers and paper producers across

all major markets. Rising natural gas and electricity prices are increasing production

costs for both chemical manufacturing and paper production. Paper mills face pressure

to maintain margins while absorbing higher input costs, potentially limiting their

willingness to invest in advanced chemical technologies. The energy-intensive nature of

pulp and paper production amplifies the impact of energy price fluctuations.

Opportunity:

Advanced recycling and deinking technologies

Increasing recycled fiber content in paper production and growing regulatory

requirements for packaging recyclability are creating substantial opportunities for

advanced deinking and contaminant control technologies. Process chemical companies

developing innovative flotation deinking, washing deinking, and stickies control systems

are well-positioned to capture market share as mills transition toward circular economy

models. The growing complexity of recycled furnish requires increasingly sophisticated

chemical solutions to maintain product quality while maximizing recycled content.

Threat:

Digitalization reducing paper consumption

The accelerating adoption of digital documentation, e-billing, and paperless

communication systems is structurally reducing demand for printing and writing paper
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grades across offices, educational institutions, and commercial establishments. This

trend affects process chemical consumption in newsprint and office paper segments,

forcing capacity rationalization in these product categories. Although packaging and

tissue grades offer growth opportunities, industry consolidation and capacity

rationalization present challenges for chemical suppliers dependent on traditional paper

grades.

Covid-19 Impact:

The COVID-19 pandemic had mixed impacts on the pulp and paper process chemicals

market. While tissue paper and packaging paper demand surged due to increased

hygiene awareness and e-commerce growth, printing and writing paper demand

declined significantly as remote work reduced office paper consumption. Supply chain

disruptions and labor shortages temporarily affected chemical availability and mill

operations. The post-pandemic period has witnessed sustained growth in packaging

and tissue applications, with process chemical manufacturers expanding production

capacity and strengthening their product portfolios to address evolving market

requirements.

The papermaking segment is expected to be the largest during the forecast

period

The papermaking segment is expected to account for the largest market share during

the forecast period as the wet-end papermaking process represents the most intensive

chemical consumption point in the production process across all paper grades.

Retention aids, drainage aids, sizing agents, and strength additives are essential for

achieving required paper properties and optimizing machine productivity in continuous

production operations. The continuous operation of paper machines and the growing

complexity of furnish formulations drive sustained chemical demand in this segment.

Process optimization requirements ensure consistent chemical consumption.

The recycling segment is expected to have the highest CAGR during the forecast

period

Over the forecast period, the recycling segment is predicted to witness the highest

growth rate driven by increasing recycled fiber utilization and regulatory requirements

for packaging recyclability across major markets. Paper mills are investing in advanced

recycling technologies to process higher proportions of recovered paper, creating

demand for deinking chemicals, stickies control agents, and contaminant removal
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systems. Growing environmental consciousness and corporate sustainability targets are

accelerating adoption across all major regions. The circular economy transition strongly

supports this segment's growth trajectory.

Region with largest share:

During the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is expected to hold the largest market

share owing to its dominant position in global paper production, particularly in China,

India, and Indonesia, which collectively account for the majority of worldwide paper and

board manufacturing. These countries host the world's largest paper manufacturing

facilities with extensive chemical consumption across all production stages. Growing

domestic consumption and favorable production costs continue reinforcing regional

market leadership. Government initiatives supporting industrial development strengthen

the region's market position.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is anticipated to exhibit the highest

CAGR driven by rapid industrialization, rising disposable incomes, and increasing

packaging demand across consumer goods and e-commerce sectors. China, India, and

Southeast Asian countries are expanding paper production capacity while modernizing

existing facilities with advanced process control systems. Favorable investment climate

and growing domestic demand for packaging and tissue products are accelerating

market expansion across the region.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players in the Pulp & Paper Process Chemicals Market include Kemira

Oyj, Solenis LLC, Ecolab Inc., Clariant AG, BASF SE, Evonik Industries AG, Nouryon

B.V., Buckman Laboratories International, Inc., Imerys S.A., Omya International AG,

Ashland Inc., SNF Group, Dow Inc., ERCO Worldwide, and Cargill, Incorporated.

Key Developments:

In April 2025, Kemira Oyj launched a new family of bio-based retention and drainage

aids for packaging paper production. The product line, developed using renewable

feedstocks, offers comparable performance to traditional synthetic polymers while

reducing carbon footprint by up to 30%. The launch responds to growing demand from

paper manufacturers for sustainable process chemicals with lower environmental
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impact.

In February 2025, Solenis LLC expanded its production capacity for microbial control

agents used in papermaking systems. The investment supports growing demand from

paper mills for effective biocide programs that enable closed water system operations

while maintaining microbial control and preventing slime formation that affects product

quality.

Process Stages Covered:

Pulping

Bleaching

Stock Preparation

Papermaking

Water Treatment

Recycling

Other Process Stages

Chemical Functions Covered:

Retention & Drainage

Foam Control

Deinking

Scale Control

Microbial Control

Other Chemical Functions
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Paper Grades Covered:

Packaging Paper

Tissue Paper

Printing & Writing Paper

Newsprint

Specialty Paper

Other Paper Grades

Forms Covered:

Liquid

Powder

Emulsion

Dispersion

Solid

Other Forms

End Users Covered:

Pulp Mills

Paper Mills

Recycled Paper Mills

Integrated Mills
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Converting Mills

Other End Users

Regions Covered:

North America

United States

Canada

Mexico

Europe

United Kingdom

Germany

France

Italy

Spain

Netherlands

Belgium

Sweden

Switzerland

Poland

Rest of Europe
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Asia Pacific

China

Japan

India

South Korea

Australia

Indonesia

Thailand

Malaysia

Singapore

Vietnam

Rest of Asia Pacific

South America

Brazil

Argentina

Colombia

Chile

Peru

Rest of South America

Rest of the World (RoW)
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Middle East

Saudi Arabia

United Arab Emirates

Qatar

Israel

Rest of Middle East

Africa

South Africa

Egypt

Morocco

Rest of Africa

What our report offers:

Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments

Strategic recommendations for the new entrants

Covers Market data for the years 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026, 2027, 2028, 2030,

2032 and 2034

Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges,

Investment Opportunities, and recommendations)

Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market

estimations
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Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends

Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments

Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one of the following free

customization options:

Company Profiling

Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)

SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as

per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking

Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical

presence, and strategic alliances
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