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According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Polyethylene (PE) Thermoform Packaging
Market is accounted for $10.9 billion in 2025 and is expected to reach $15.7 billion by
2032 growing at a CAGR of 5.3% during the forecast period. Polyethylene (PE)
thermoform packaging is a packaging solution created by heating and shaping PE
plastic sheets into specific forms using molds. Known for its durability, flexibility, and
moisture resistance, PE thermoformed packaging is widely used in the food, medical,
and consumer goods industries. It offers excellent product protection, lightweight
properties, and cost-effectiveness, making it a preferred choice for both rigid and semi-
rigid packaging applications across various markets.

According to regulatory and industry standards, polyethylene is the most widely
produced plastic globally, making up nearly 34% of all polymer production.

Market Dynamics:

Driver:

Growing demand from the food & beverage industry

Rising urbanization and changing lifestyles have intensified demand for packaged food
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items that require protective packaging solutions during transportation and
storage. The growing popularity of single-serving food products and the need for
extended shelf-life capabilities are propelling market growth. Additionally, PE
thermoform packaging provides essential barrier properties against moisture, air, and
temperature variations, making it indispensable for food safety and quality preservation.
Moreover, the increasing consumption of frozen meat and packaged baked items
continues to influence regional market landscapes positively.

Restraint:
Lack of proper recycling infrastructure

The complexity of recycling processes increases when strong adhesives are used with
recyclable materials like PET, creating additional barriers to effective waste
management. The utilization of multiple resins in plastic production elevates recycling
costs, presenting substantial obstacles to market expansion. Additionally, the absence
of comprehensive recycling facilities in many regions limits the circular economy
potential of PE thermoform packaging. This infrastructure gap undermines
manufacturers' sustainability commitments and restricts market growth.

Opportunity:
Innovation in barrier properties and shelf life extension

Manufacturers are investing in research and development to create packaging solutions
that offer superior moisture, oxygen, and light resistance without compromising
durability or molding precision. Innovations in mono-material packaging trends align with
global sustainability goals while maintaining functional performance requirements. The
development of packaging formats that extend shelf life for perishable goods opens new
market segments, especially in pharmaceuticals and high-value products. Moreover,
advancements in thermoforming technologies enable the production of packaging that
delivers improved clarity, flexibility, and product protection capabilities.

Threat:
Stringent global and regional bans

Environmental concerns related to plastic waste are driving consumer and
governmental focus toward reducing plastic consumption, directly impacting demand for
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traditional thermoform packaging solutions. Compliance challenges arise as
manufacturers must navigate complex regulatory landscapes across different regions.
Additionally, the shift toward biodegradable and bio-derived polymers instead of
petroleum-based materials is restricting market growth opportunities. Moreover, these
regulatory constraints are compelling companies to invest heavily in alternative
materials and sustainable packaging solutions, increasing operational costs and market
uncertainty.

Covid-19 Impact:

The COVID-19 pandemic initially disrupted the polyethylene thermoform packaging
market through supply chain interruptions and raw material shortages during strict
lockdowns. However, the crisis subsequently accelerated market growth due to
increased demand for packaged food products and pharmaceutical packaging,
particularly for vaccines and medical supplies. Furthermore, the surge in food delivery
services and heightened hygiene awareness drove consumer preference toward
packaged goods, supporting market expansion during the pandemic period.

The blister packs segment is expected to be the largest during the forecast period

The blister packs segment is expected to account for the largest market share during
the forecast period due to its extensive applications across pharmaceuticals, cosmetics,
and personal care industries, where superior product visibility and airtight sealing
capabilities are essential. These packaging formats provide tamper-resistant and easy-
to-use unit-dose packaging solutions that support dosage accuracy and improve
product safety in regulated healthcare sectors. Furthermore, blister packs offer
exceptional barrier properties that protect sensitive products from moisture, oxygen, and
light exposure, making them ideal for high-value and perishable goods.

The pressure forming segment is expected to have the highest CAGR during the
forecast period

Over the forecast period, the pressure forming segment is predicted to witness the
highest growth rate due to its ability to create more detailed and precise packaging
solutions compared to traditional vacuum-forming methods. This advanced
thermoforming technique enables manufacturers to produce packaging with superior
dimensional accuracy and enhanced surface definition, meeting the evolving demands
of premium product packaging. Additionally, this segment benefits from increasing
adoption in the electronics and consumer goods industries, where precise fit and
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enhanced product presentation are crucial. Moreover, the growing demand for
customized packaging solutions across various end-use industries continues to drive
the pressure forming segment's expansion.

Region with largest share:

During the forecast period, the North America region is expected to hold the largest
market share, driven by the region's well-established packaging industry infrastructure.
The United States market specifically benefits from strong demand across packaging,
medical devices, and consumer product applications, with projections indicating
continued growth momentum. Furthermore, the region's advanced manufacturing
capabilities and technological innovations in thermoforming processes support market
leadership. Additionally, North America's robust food and beverage industry, combined
with stringent packaging regulations that favor high-quality solutions, reinforces market
dominance.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is anticipated to exhibit the highest
CAGR. This exceptional growth stems from rapid industrialization, expanding
manufacturing sectors, and increasing consumer spending across emerging economies
in the region. The region's growing electronics and medical device sectors, particularly
in China, are generating substantial demand for thermoformed packaging solutions. The
region's expanding e-commerce sector and evolving retail landscape continue to fuel
demand for innovative packaging solutions across diverse industry verticals.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players in Polyethylene (PE) Thermoform Packaging Market include
Amcor plc, Berry Global Inc., Sealed Air Corporation, Sonoco Products Company,
Constantia Flexibles, Huhtamaki Oyj, DS Smith plc, WestRock Company, Anchor
Packaging, Inc., Placon Corporation, Display Pack Inc., Tekni-Plex Inc., D&W Fine
Pack, Genpak, LLC, and Pactiv LLC.

Key Developments:

In April 2025, Sonoco Products Company (“Sonoco” or the “Company”), a core mid-
cap growth and value equity which is a global leader in high-value sustainable
packaging, today announced it has completed the sale of its Thermoformed and
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Flexibles Packaging business (“TFP”) to TOPPAN Holdings Inc. (“Toppan”) for a
purchase price of approximately $1.8 billion on a cash-free and debt-free basis and
subject to customary adjustments (the “Transaction”).

In April 2024, Forging a new path forward into 2024 and beyond, SEE (NYSE: SEE) and
Ossid have launched a new global partnership to provide case-ready processors a total
solution for their tray overwrapping machinery and material needs. The combination of
equipment, materials and services from SEE and Ossid will allow customers to achieve
operational efficiency and sustainability goals and objectives for fresh protein producers.
In March 2024, Packaging industry leader, Berry Global Group, Inc., and Mitsubishi Gas
Chemical Company, Inc. (MGC) partnered to develop a recyclable barrier solution for
thermoformed articles, plastic tubes, jars, and bottles using MXDG6; a superior barrier
resin manufactured by MGC. This innovative barrier solution provides a barrier in
packaging that helps protect and extend the shelf-life of foods without the use of
Ethylene Vinyl Alcohol (EVOH).
Product Types Covered:

Blister Packs

Clamshells

Trays

Lids

Cups

Containers

Other Product Types

Forms:
Rigid

Semi-Rigid
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Flexible

Material Grades Covered:
Low-Density Polyethylene (LDPE)
High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE)

Linear Low-Density Polyethylene (LLDPE)

Thicknesses Covered:
Up to 100 Microns
101 — 300 Microns

301 — 500 Microns

Manufacturing Processes Covered:
Vacuum Forming

Pressure Forming

End Users Covered:
Food & Beverage
Pharmaceuticals & Healthcare
Consumer Goods

Electronics
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Industrial Goods

Personal Care & Cosmetics

Other End Users

Regions Covered:

North America

usS

Canada

Mexico

Europe

Germany

UK

Italy

France

Spain

Rest of Europe

Asia Pacific

Japan

China

India
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Australia

New Zealand

South Korea

Rest of Asia Pacific

South America

Argentina

Brazil

Chile

Rest of South America

Middle East & Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Qatar

South Africa

Rest of Middle East & Africa
What our report offers:
- Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments
- Strategic recommendations for the new entrants
- Covers Market data for the years 2024, 2025, 2026, 2028, and 2032
- Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges, Investment
Opportunities, and recommendations)

- Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market
estimations
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- Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends
- Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments
- Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one of the following free
customization options:

Company Profiling
Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)
SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as
per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking

Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical
presence, and strategic alliances
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Africa Regions are also represented in the same manner as above.
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