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According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Packaging Paper Market is accounted for
$376.5 billion in 2025 and is expected to reach $587.5 billion by 2032 growing at a
CAGR of 21.54% during the forecast period. Packaging paper is a multifunctional
material used to wrap, protect, and contain products across various industries. It serves
as an eco-friendly alternative to plastic packaging, offering durability, flexibility, and
sustainability. Widely adopted in sectors like food & beverages, healthcare, personal
care, and e-commerce, it ensures safe product storage and transportation. Kraft paper
Is highly durable, making it ideal for bags and wrapping. Corrugated boards provide
lightweight yet strong protection for shipping. Paperboard is commonly used for cartons
and rigid boxes, balancing strength with aesthetics. Specialty papers, including
greaseproof, wax-coated, and recycled varieties, are designed for like food and medical
packaging.

According to data from the National Bureau of Statistics of China, the production of
processed paper and cardboard increased simultaneously with their growing demand in
January and February 2024.

Market Dynamics:

Driver:

Growing demand for sustainable packaging
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The increasing focus on sustainability is driving the demand for packaging paper as an
eco-friendly alternative to plastic. Strict government regulations against single-use
plastics are encouraging industries to shift toward biodegradable and recyclable paper-
based packaging solutions. Additionally, industries such as food & beverages,
healthcare, and e-commerce are actively incorporating paper-based packaging to
reduce their carbon footprint. Increasing corporate commitments toward sustainability
and circular economy initiatives are also contributing to market expansion.

Restraint:
Lower durability compared to plastic

Packaging paper, while sustainable, often lacks the durability and resistance offered by
plastic-based alternatives. Paper packaging is more susceptible to moisture, tearing,
and external damage, which limits its use for heavy-duty applications. Additionally, the
high dependency on advanced coatings and laminations to improve paper strength
increases production costs. Supply chain constraints and transportation conditions can
also affect the quality of paper packaging, leading to potential product losses. Due to
these limitations, some industries may still prefer plastic-based alternatives despite
environmental concerns.

Opportunity:
Advancements in biodegradable coatings

Technological advancements in biodegradable coatings are enhancing the functionality
and durability of packaging paper. New eco-friendly coatings improve water resistance,
grease resistance, and overall strength, expanding paper’s application across diverse
industries. Companies are investing in research and development to create high-
performance, compostable, and food-safe coatings that meet sustainability goals.
Additionally, the collaboration between packaging manufacturers and regulatory bodies
is streamlining the commercialization of sustainable paper-based packaging solutions.

Threat:
Competition from alternative eco-friendly materials

The market for sustainable packaging is witnessing increased competition from other
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eco-friendly materials such as bioplastics, molded fiber, and reusable packaging.
Biodegradable plastics, for instance, offer similar benefits to paper while maintaining the
durability and flexibility of traditional plastic. Innovations in plant-based and algae-based
packaging solutions are further challenging the growth of the paper packaging market.
As sustainability becomes a major industry focus, businesses are exploring diverse
packaging alternatives, intensifying market competition.

Covid-19 Impact:

The COVID-19 pandemic had a mixed impact on the packaging paper market, with
disruptions in the supply chain but increased demand for sustainable packaging. The
rise in e-commerce activities during lockdowns significantly boosted the need for
corrugated boxes and paper-based shipping materials. However, production slowdowns
and raw material shortages created supply constraints, affecting market growth. As
industries recover, the long-term focus on eco-friendly and biodegradable packaging is
expected to drive renewed market expansion.

The corrugated boxes segment is expected to be the largest during the forecast period

The Corrugated Boxes segment is expected to account for the largest market share
during the forecast period due to its widespread use in shipping, storage, and logistics.
These boxes offer high strength and lightweight properties, making them an ideal choice
for transporting fragile and heavy goods. The increasing demand for e-commerce and
online grocery deliveries has further accelerated the adoption of corrugated packaging.
Technological advancements in printing and customization are making corrugated
packaging more attractive for branding and marketing purposes. The rising focus on
sustainable, recyclable packaging solutions continues to drive the segment’s growth
across various industries.

The bleached paper segment is expected to have the highest CAGR during the forecast
period

Over the forecast period, the Bleached Paper segment is predicted to witness the
highest growth rate due to its increasing use in premium and food-grade packaging. Its
smooth surface, enhanced printability, and clean appearance make it ideal for high-end
packaging applications. The growing demand for aesthetically appealing and
customizable packaging solutions is contributing to the segment’s rapid expansion. The
expansion of the personal care and luxury goods sectors is also fueling demand for high-
quality paper-based packaging materials. As sustainability becomes a priority,

Packaging Paper Market Forecasts to 2032 — Global Analysis By Type (Corrugated Boxes, Boxboard or Paperboard C...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/industry/packaging_industry/packaging-paper-market-forecasts-strat.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

innovations in chlorine-free and low-impact bleaching techniques are further
strengthening the segment’s market position.

Region with largest share:

During the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is expected to hold the largest market
share driven by high demand across multiple industries. Strong government policies
promoting eco-friendly packaging solutions are encouraging businesses to adopt paper-
based alternatives. The rapid expansion of the e-commerce and food delivery sectors is
further increasing the need for sustainable packaging in the region. Additionally,
consumer awareness regarding environmental concerns and plastic waste reduction is
influencing purchasing preferences toward paper packaging. The region’s well-
established supply chain and strong industrial base contribute to the consistent growth
of the packaging paper market.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the North America region is anticipated to exhibit the highest
CAGR due to the increasing shift toward sustainable packaging. The growing presence
of environmentally conscious brands and stringent government regulations are
accelerating market adoption. A surge in urbanization and changing consumption
patterns are also driving demand for paper-based packaging solutions. Additionally,
investments in advanced manufacturing technologies and biodegradable materials are
enhancing the efficiency and sustainability of paper packaging. The increasing
emphasis on circular economy initiatives and sustainable waste management solutions
is further supporting market growth.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players in Packaging Paper Market Market include International Paper
Company, WestRock Company, Smurfit Kappa Group, DS Smith Plc, Mondi Group,
Crown Holdings, Inc., Packaging Corporation of America (PCA), Sonoco Products
Company, Amcor plc, Nippon Paper Industries Co., Ltd., Georgia-Pacific LLC, VPK
Packaging Group, Sappi Limited, Paragon Print & Packaging, and Sodra.

Key Developments:

In March 2025, DS Smith Plc debuted RapidCure Coating Technology, a UV-activated
antimicrobial coating for paper packaging. Extends shelf life of fresh produce by 50%
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and complies with EU food safety regulations.
In Feb 2025, Mondi Group partnered with a tech startup to launch DigiPaper Solutions,
integrating QR codes and augmented reality (AR) into packaging for interactive
consumer engagement.
In Oct 2024, International Paper Company launched EcoShield PaperPack™, a water-
resistant packaging paper made from 100% recycled fibers. Designed for food delivery
and e-commerce, it offers rapid biodegradability and reduces plastic use by 40% in
secondary packaging.
Types Covered:
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Molded Pulp
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Middle East & Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Qatar

South Africa

Rest of Middle East & Africa
What our report offers:
- Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments
- Strategic recommendations for the new entrants
- Covers Market data for the years 2024, 2025, 2026, 2028, and 2032
- Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges, Investment
Opportunities, and recommendations)
- Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market
estimations
- Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends
- Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments
- Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one of the following free
customization options:

Company Profiling
Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)
SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as
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per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)
Competitive Benchmarking

Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical
presence, and strategic alliances
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