
Molten Salt Energy Storage Market Forecasts to 2034

– Global Analysis By Storage Technology (Two-Tank

Direct System, Two-Tank Indirect System and Single-

Tank Thermocline System), Salt Composition,

Capacity Range, Application, End User and By

Geography

https://marketpublishers.com/r/M18B37CA5680EN.html

Date: June 2026

Pages: 200

Price: US$ 4,150.00 (Single User License)

ID: M18B37CA5680EN

Abstracts

According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Molten Salt Energy Storage Market is

accounted for $5.0 billion in 2026 and is expected to reach $10.1 billion by 2034

growing at a CAGR of 9.2% during the forecast period. Molten salt energy storage is a

thermal storage method that stores heat in molten salts for later use. It is commonly

applied in concentrated solar power facilities to capture surplus heat during sunny

periods and dispatch it when solar input is not available. The system functions at

elevated temperatures, allowing long-duration heat retention with high efficiency. It

enhances power grid reliability, facilitates renewable energy adoption, and lowers

dependence on fossil fuels. Suitable for large-scale deployment, it provides high energy

density and economic benefits. Continuous research focuses on improving

performance, material resilience, and scalability for advanced clean energy

infrastructure systems efficiency.

According to the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory

(NREL), molten salt thermal energy storage integrated with concentrated solar power

(CSP) plants enables electricity generation for up to 10–15 hours after sunset, making it

one of the most commercially proven long-duration storage technologies.

Market Dynamics:
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Driver:

Growing demand for renewable energy integration

The expansion of renewable energy deployment is a major factor driving molten salt

energy storage adoption. With the increasing penetration of solar and wind energy,

fluctuations in power generation create reliability concerns for electricity grids. Molten

salt storage addresses this issue by capturing surplus thermal energy during high

generation periods and supplying it during low production or peak demand times. This

improves overall grid performance and enables better management of renewable

energy variability. Power providers are using this technology to minimize energy

wastage, enhance supply consistency, and support long-term clean energy

infrastructure development for stable electricity delivery.

Restraint:

High initial capital investment

The substantial upfront cost associated with molten salt energy storage acts as a major

limiting factor for its market expansion. Expenses related to corrosion-resistant

materials, high-temperature storage infrastructure, and thermal management systems

significantly increase project budgets. Integration with renewable energy plants or

industrial setups further adds to capital requirements. Investors often show reluctance

due to extended return-on-investment timelines and perceived financial uncertainty.

Moreover, complex system design and engineering requirements restrict participation

from smaller developers. Consequently, the high capital expenditure continues to hinder

large-scale deployment and slows down broader commercialization of molten salt

energy storage technologies worldwide.

Opportunity:

Rising demand for long-duration energy storage

Rising demand for extended-duration energy storage solutions is opening new

opportunities for molten salt technologies. Compared to conventional batteries that are

suited for short-term applications, molten salt systems can retain thermal energy over

long periods, enabling better management of fluctuating energy supply. This capability

is particularly important as renewable energy integration increases and grid stability

becomes more complex. Utilities are seeking scalable and economical storage options
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capable of providing continuous electricity over extended durations. As a result, molten

salt storage is gaining attention as a viable solution for addressing long-term energy

balancing and supporting future power system reliability.

Threat:

Rapid advancement of battery energy storage technologies

Fast progress in battery-based energy storage technologies represents a major

challenge for molten salt systems. Lithium-ion batteries and next-generation solid-state

solutions are improving in performance, affordability, and scalability across various

energy sectors. They provide quicker response capabilities, flexible installation options,

and better efficiency in many use cases. Continuous cost reductions make batteries

more attractive for grid operators and renewable energy projects. As a result, they are

increasingly chosen for short- and medium-duration storage applications. This

intensifying competition limits the growth potential of molten salt technologies,

particularly in markets requiring fast, modular, and highly adaptable energy storage

solutions.

Covid-19 Impact:

The COVID-19 outbreak created both challenges and indirect opportunities for the

molten salt energy storage market. Initially, disruptions in global logistics and

manufacturing caused delays in producing essential equipment like thermal storage

units and system components. Restrictions and workforce shortages also slowed down

renewable energy project development, particularly concentrated solar power

installations. However, the pandemic highlighted the need for reliable and sustainable

energy infrastructure. As a result, governments incorporated renewable energy

expansion into economic recovery strategies. This shift supported long-term growth

prospects, helping maintain investor interest in molten salt storage despite short-term

operational and supply chain constraints during the crisis period.

The two-tank direct system segment is expected to be the largest during the forecast

period

The two-tank direct system segment is expected to account for the largest market share

during the forecast period owing to its strong efficiency and reliable performance in

large-scale operations. It operates using two separate tanks for hot and cold salt, which

helps in efficient thermal energy storage and transfer with reduced energy losses. This
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configuration is extensively used in concentrated solar power projects due to its

established track record and operational stability. It provides effective temperature

regulation, simpler maintenance procedures, and consistent energy output. Its

technological maturity and proven scalability make it the most widely adopted system

among utilities and developers for long-duration energy storage applications.

The industrial sector segment is expected to have the highest CAGR during the forecast

period

Over the forecast period, the industrial sector segment is predicted to witness the

highest growth rate, driven by rising demand for efficient thermal energy systems and

sustainability initiatives. Heavy industries including steel, cement, chemical processing,

and manufacturing rely on consistent high-temperature heat, making molten salt

technology highly suitable for their operations. Increasing pressure to reduce carbon

emissions and manage energy expenses is encouraging adoption of cleaner

alternatives. Furthermore, molten salt systems support waste heat recovery and

improve overall process efficiency. These advantages are accelerating deployment in

industrial applications, positioning this sector as the fastest-growing segment globally.

Region with largest share:

During the forecast period, the Europe region is expected to hold the largest market

share because of its strong commitment to renewable energy deployment and well

developed concentrated solar power systems. Countries like Spain and Germany were

among the earliest adopters of thermal storage technologies enabling large scale use of

molten salt systems. Supportive policy frameworks strict emission reduction goals and

ongoing investments in clean energy infrastructure reinforce regional leadership. The

region also benefits from advanced research centers and strong technological expertise

in energy storage development. Established energy companies and continuous grid

upgrades further promote widespread adoption of molten salt storage solutions Europe.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the Asia-Pacific region is anticipated to exhibit the highest

CAGR, driven by strong growth in renewable energy deployment and rising power

consumption. Rapid investments in solar and wind projects across China, India, and

Australia are increasing the requirement for long-duration energy storage systems.

Supportive government policies promoting clean energy adoption and large

infrastructure expansion are further boosting market growth. Industrial development and
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modernization of power grids also contribute to rising demand. Increasing efforts to

lower carbon emissions and enhance energy reliability are positioning Asia-Pacific as

the most rapidly expanding region for molten salt energy storage technologies.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players in Molten Salt Energy Storage Market include Abengoa,

Acciona, ACWA Power, Aobo Energy Storage, BrightSource Energy, Engie, ESolar,

HELIOSCSP, Hyme Energy, Novatec, Sesse-power, SolarReserve, Wilson Solarpower,

Torresol Energy, Archimede Solar Energy, SaltX Technology, Siemens Energy and

Masen.

Key Developments:

In December 2025, Wilson Renewable Energy and Sterling announced a long term

strategic partnership framework agreement with Adani Green Energy. The company

confirmed that it has already secured the first purchase order under this partnership.

The newly received order covers a Balance of System package for three solar power

projects located at the Khavda Renewable Energy Park in Gujarat. This region is known

as one of the largest renewable energy hubs in the world.

In November 2025, Siemens Energy has signed a contract to design and deliver the

power conversion system for Oklo's Aurora powerhouse reactors. The contract will see

Siemens Energy conduct detailed engineering and layout activities for a condensing

SST-600 steam turbine, an SGen-100A industrial generator, and associated auxiliaries

to support Oklo’s first advanced reactor, the Aurora powerhouse at Idaho National

Laboratory.

In August 2025, Engie SA has recently signed its first 100% virtual storage agreement

in the Australian market, a five-year, derivatives-only deals with Australia’s AGL Energy

Limited. The contract represents a financial structure that replicates how a battery works

on the market. The agreement enables the French company to offer firming capacity to

its customers without relying on physical storage assets.

Storage Technologies Covered:

Two-Tank Direct System

Two-Tank Indirect System
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Single-Tank Thermocline System

Salt Compositions Covered:

Nitrate Salts

Chloride Salts

Carbonate Salts

Fluoride Salts

Capacity Ranges Covered:

Small-Scale (500 MWh)

Applications Covered:

Concentrated Solar Power (CSP) Plants

Grid Energy Storage

Industrial Heat Storage

End Users Covered:

Utilities

Industrial Sector

Commercial Sector

Regions Covered:
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North America

United States

Canada

Mexico

Europe

United Kingdom

Germany

France

Italy

Spain

Netherlands

Belgium

Sweden

Switzerland

Poland

Rest of Europe

Asia Pacific

China

Japan

India
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South Korea

Australia

Indonesia

Thailand

Malaysia

Singapore

Vietnam

Rest of Asia Pacific

South America

Brazil

Argentina

Colombia

Chile

Peru

Rest of South America

Rest of the World (RoW)

Middle East

Saudi Arabia

United Arab Emirates
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Qatar

Israel

Rest of Middle East

Africa

South Africa

Egypt

Morocco

Rest of Africa

What our report offers:

- Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments

- Strategic recommendations for the new entrants

- Covers Market data for the years 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026, 2027, 2028, 2030, 2032

and 2034

- Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges, Investment

Opportunities, and recommendations)

- Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market

estimations

- Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends

- Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments

- Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one of the following free

customization options:

Company Profiling

Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)
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SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as

per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking

Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical

presence, and strategic alliances
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