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Abstracts

According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Methyl Ester Sulfonate Market is accounted for

$771.12 million in 2025 and is expected to reach $1121.74 million by 2032 growing at a

CAGR of 5.5% during the forecast period. Methyl Ester Sulfonate (MES) is a

biodegradable anionic surfactant obtained from renewable raw materials such as palm

oil and coconut oil. It is extensively applied in household cleaning agents, laundry

detergents, and personal care formulations owing to its strong foaming ability, eco-

friendly profile, and affordability. As a sustainable replacement for conventional

surfactants like linear alkylbenzene sulfonate (LAS), MES offers superior environmental

compatibility without compromising cleaning performance. Its efficiency in hard water

conditions and effectiveness at lower washing temperatures further increase its demand

in the detergent sector.

According to the Journal of Surfactants and Detergents, MES is recognized for its

superior biodegradability and low aquatic toxicity compared to traditional surfactants.

Data from comparative studies show MES has a biodegradation rate exceeding 90%,

making it a preferred choice for eco-conscious formulations.

Market Dynamics:

Driver:

Growing demand for eco-friendly surfactants
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One of the key growth drivers for the Methyl Ester Sulfonate (MES) market is

the rising preference for environmentally friendly surfactants. With growing pressure to

reduce reliance on petrochemical-based options such as LAS, manufacturers are

increasingly adopting MES due to its renewable origin and excellent biodegradability.

Consumers are becoming more conscious of eco-labels and sustainable cleaning

choices, pushing demand for bio-based solutions in detergents and personal care items.

Government regulations supporting green chemistry further strengthen the market

outlook. MES not only delivers strong washing and foaming properties but also aligns

with global sustainability goals, encouraging wider use across household and industrial

applications.

Restraint:

High production and processing costs

The MES market also struggles with relatively high production and processing costs

compared to traditional surfactants. Producing MES from palm or coconut oil involves

advanced chemical processes that demand precision, increasing both energy use and

capital costs. Achieving the desired consistency, stability, and purity of MES adds

further operational burden, making large-scale production more expensive than

traditional surfactants. This price gap poses challenges in highly cost-sensitive markets

where petrochemical alternatives like LAS dominate. Consequently, despite offering

strong environmental benefits, MES often struggles to compete purely on cost, which

restricts its wider acceptance in budget-conscious consumer and industrial applications.

Opportunity:

Expansion into industrial and institutional cleaning

Industrial and institutional cleaning represents a promising opportunity for the Methyl

Ester Sulfonate (MES) market. Facilities such as healthcare centers, hospitality

businesses, and corporate offices are increasingly adopting eco-friendly cleaning

agents to align with green certifications and workplace safety standards. MES offers an

effective balance of cleaning strength, foaming properties, and biodegradability, making

it ideal for large-scale cleaning applications. The growing shift toward sustainable

cleaning practices in industries, supported by regulatory pressures, creates new

avenues for MES adoption. Manufacturers can leverage this demand by developing

specialized MES-based products for institutional use, enabling market diversification

and long-term growth across commercial cleaning sectors.
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Threat:

Competition from alternative surfactants

A major threat to the Methyl Ester Sulfonate (MES) industry is the widespread

availability of alternative surfactants such as LAS, AES, and newer bio-based options.

LAS continues to attract buyers because of its affordability and proven efficiency in

detergents, particularly in cost-sensitive markets. At the same time, advanced eco-

friendly surfactants with better stability and compatibility are emerging, further

challenging MES adoption. Many producers hesitate to switch formulations from

established alternatives, slowing MES growth. Without overcoming cost disadvantages

and technical limitations, MES risks losing market share to both conventional and

innovative surfactants, weakening its position in the competitive global cleaning

industry.

Covid-19 Impact:

The outbreak of COVID-19 created both challenges and opportunities for the Methyl

Ester Sulfonate (MES) market. Supply chain interruptions, labor shortages, and raw

material price volatility initially slowed production and impacted cost structures. Yet,

growing consumer focus on hygiene and cleanliness during the pandemic fueled

demand for detergents, surface cleaners, and personal care products, where MES plays

a vital role. Its biodegradable and sustainable profile further enhanced its relevance in a

health-conscious environment. While industrial applications declined temporarily due to

lockdowns, the long-term outlook has improved, as the pandemic reinforced global

demand for eco-friendly and effective cleaning surfactants like MES.

The powder MES segment is expected to be the largest during the forecast period

The powder MES segment is expected to account for the largest market share during

the forecast period because of its extensive use in laundry care and household cleaning

formulations. Its dry composition provides benefits such as easier storage, simpler

packaging, and reduced transportation challenges for producers and suppliers. Powder

MES is valued for its strong detergency, foaming capacity, and eco-friendly nature,

making it suitable for sustainable cleaning solutions. It integrates smoothly into

detergent blends, performing effectively in different water qualities. The segment also

benefits from being cost-efficient and offering longer product stability, which supports its

wider acceptance. These advantages make powder MES the most prevalent choice
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within the market.

The personal care & cosmetics segment is expected to have the highest CAGR during

the forecast period

Over the forecast period, the personal care & cosmetics segment is predicted to witness

the highest growth rate. Its popularity stems from MES’s gentle cleansing action, strong

foaming ability, and biodegradability, which make it ideal for shampoos, facial cleansers,

and other cosmetic applications. Consumers are increasingly choosing products with

natural and sustainable ingredients, boosting demand for MES-based formulations.

Concerns over synthetic surfactants and skin-irritating sulfates have also reinforced the

shift toward eco-friendly options. To meet this trend, cosmetic brands are introducing

MES-infused products that are sulfate-free and safe for sensitive skin, ensuring rapid

growth in this application segment.

Region with largest share:

During the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is expected to hold the largest market

share, mainly supported by easy access to palm oil, the primary raw material. Nations

such as Malaysia and Indonesia serve as global leaders in palm oil production, ensuring

consistent supply for MES manufacturers. Rising urbanization, growing populations, and

higher disposable incomes in countries like India and China are significantly boosting

the demand for detergents and personal care items. Additionally, increasing consumer

preference for sustainable and biodegradable surfactants enhances regional adoption.

Backed by industrial expansion and favorable policies promoting green chemistry, Asia-

Pacific continues to dominate the MES market.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the North America region is anticipated to exhibit the highest

CAGR. The region’s shift toward environmentally safe and biodegradable surfactants is

supported by stringent regulations discouraging conventional petrochemical

alternatives. Rising consumer preference for green, sulfate-free detergents, shampoos,

and skincare products further accelerates demand. Well-established cleaning and

personal care industries are adopting MES to align with sustainability goals and eco-

label certifications. Moreover, increasing R&D efforts and innovations in bio-based

surfactants are broadening MES applications across various sectors. Lifestyle

upgrades, demand for premium eco-friendly products, and strong environmental

compliance are making North America the highest-growth rate regional market.
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Key players in the market

Some of the key players in Methyl Ester Sulfonate Market include KLK Oleo, Wilmar

International Ltd., Lion Corporation, Stepan Company, Chemithon Corporation,

Fenchem, Emery Oleochemicals, KPL International Limited, Zanyu Technology Group

Co., Ltd., Procter & Gamble, Surface Chemical Industry Co. Ltd., Henan Jiahe

Biotechnology Co., Ltd., Shaoxing Zhenggang Chemical Co., Ltd., BASF SE and The

Dow Chemical Company.

Key Developments:

In July 2025, BASF and Equinor have signed a long-term strategic agreement for the

annual delivery of up to 23 terawatt hours of natural gas over a ten-year period. The

contract secures a substantial share of BASF’s natural gas needs in Europe. This

agreement further strengthens our partnership with BASF. Natural gas not only provides

energy security to Europe but also critical feedstock to European industries.

In May 2025, Stepan Company announced it has entered into an agreement to divest

the manufacturing assets of its subsidiary, Stepan Philippines Quaternaries, Inc.

(SPQI), located in Bauan, Batangas, Philippines. The assets will be sold to Masurf Inc.,

a subsidiary of Musim Mas Holdings Pte. Ltd.

In February 2022, Lion Copper and Gold Corp. is pleased to announce that it has

entered into an agreement to assign its options to acquire the Butte Valley property to

1301666 B.C. Ltd. In 2019, Lion CG secured two separate option agreements to acquire

678 unpatented mining claims covering most of the known mineralization at the Butte

Valley property.

Product Types Covered:

Powder MES

Liquid MES

Sodium MES

Magnesium MES
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Applications Covered:

Laundry Detergents

Dishwashing Liquids

Personal Care Products

Industrial Surface Cleaners

Metalworking Fluids

Oilfield Chemicals

Textile Processing Agents

Agricultural Surfactants

Pharmaceutical Formulations

End Users Covered:

Household Cleaning

Personal Care & Cosmetics

Industrial & Institutional Cleaning

Textile & Leather Manufacturing

Agriculture

Oil & Gas

Pharmaceuticals

Automotive & Aerospace
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Regions Covered:

North America

US

Canada

Mexico

Europe

Germany

UK

Italy

France

Spain

Rest of Europe

Asia Pacific

Japan

China

India

Australia

New Zealand

South Korea

Rest of Asia Pacific
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South America

Argentina

Brazil

Chile

Rest of South America

Middle East & Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Qatar

South Africa

Rest of Middle East & Africa

What our report offers:

- Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments

- Strategic recommendations for the new entrants

- Covers Market data for the years 2024, 2025, 2026, 2028, and 2032

- Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges, Investment

Opportunities, and recommendations)

- Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market

estimations

- Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends

- Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments

- Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one of the following free
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customization options:

Company Profiling

Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)

SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as

per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking

Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical

presence, and strategic alliances
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