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According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Digital Printing in Packaging Market is
accounted for $39.0 billion in 2026 and is expected to reach $76.6 billion by 2034
growing at a CAGR of 8.8% during the forecast period. Digital printing in packaging is
the direct application of digital images onto packaging substrates without traditional
plates. It enables short-run production, versioning, and personalization with faster
turnaround times. This technology supports variable data printing, allowing brands to
customize labels and cartons for targeted marketing. As e-commerce and sustainability
demands rise, digital printing reduces waste, inventory costs, and time-to-market,
making it a transformative force in modern packaging operations.

Market Dynamics:

Driver:

Growing demand for short-run packaging and personalization

Traditional printing methods require high setup costs and long lead times, making short

runs uneconomical. Digital printing eliminates plate-making and enables cost-effective
production of small batches. Brands increasingly use variable data printing to create
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personalized packaging for seasonal promotions, regional preferences, and
direct-to-consumer campaigns. This agility helps companies test new products with
minimal risk and respond quickly to market trends. As consumer goods firms prioritize
shelf differentiation and just-in-time inventory, the shift toward digital’s flexible, on-
demand capabilities continues to accelerate rapidly across all packaging segments.

Restraint:
High initial investment and substrate compatibility issues

Industrial digital printing presses require significant capital expenditure, including
specialized inks, curing systems, and software workflows. For many small and medium
converters, this upfront cost remains prohibitive compared to conventional flexography.
Additionally, not all packaging substrates—such as certain non-porous films, metallic
surfaces, or thick corrugated boards—perform optimally with digital inks. Achieving
consistent adhesion, color vibrancy, and scratch resistance across diverse materials
often demands pre-treatment or proprietary coatings. These technical limitations slow
adoption in specific applications, requiring ongoing R&D to broaden substrate
compatibility while maintaining production speeds.

Opportunity:
Expansion of sustainable and on-demand packaging models

Digital printing supports sustainability by printing exact quantities, eliminating plate
waste, and reducing obsolete inventory. Brands seeking to lower their carbon footprint
are adopting water-based and UV-cured inks that generate fewer volatile organic
compounds. Furthermore, the rise of e-commerce and just-in-time supply chains favors
digital’s ability to produce customized boxes, mailers, and protective packaging on
demand. As regulators tighten environmental rules, digital’s waste-reduction
advantages position it as a preferred solution. Companies that integrate digital lines with
eco-friendly substrates and recyclable designs will capture growing demand from
environmentally conscious consumers.

Threat:
Intense competition from conventional and hybrid printing

Despite digital's advantages, conventional flexography and rotogravure remain
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dominant for very long runs due to lower per-unit costs at scale. Hybrid presses that
combine conventional and digital modules add complexity and maintenance challenges.
Price wars among digital press manufacturers are compressing margins for converters,
while rapid technology obsolescence forces continuous reinvestment. Additionally,
brand owners sometimes hesitate to fully trust digital’s color consistency and durability
for premium packaging. Without clear ROl demonstration, many packaging firms delay
digital adoption, allowing traditional methods to retain market share in high-volume
commodity segments.

Covid-19 Impact:

The pandemic initially disrupted the digital printing in packaging market through supply
chain shutdowns and reduced demand from non-essential sectors. However, lockdowns
accelerated e-commerce growth and direct-to-home delivery, driving urgent need for
short-run, customizable packaging. Labor shortages and social distancing favored
digital’s automated, low-touch workflows over conventional plate-based systems.
Pharmaceutical and medical packaging saw increased digital adoption for rapid labeling
changes. The crisis highlighted digital’s resilience in managing supply volatility,
personalized messaging, and faster time-to-market. As brands rebuild supply chains,
digital printing is now viewed as essential for agility and risk mitigation.

The inkjet printing segment is expected to be the largest during the forecast period

The inkjet printing segment is expected to account for the largest market share during
the forecast period, due to its versatility across substrates including labels, corrugated,
and flexible films. It offers high resolution, variable data capability, and scalable speed
for both small and medium runs. Continuous improvements in piezo and thermal inkjet
heads have reduced maintenance costs. Its ability to print directly onto porous and non-
porous surfaces without extensive pretreatment makes it the preferred choice for
converters upgrading from analog systems.

The UV-cured digital printing segment is expected to have the highest CAGR during the
forecast period

Over the forecast period, the UV-cured digital printing segment is predicted to witness
the highest growth rate, because it instantly dries inks using ultraviolet light, enabling
printing on heat-sensitive and non-absorbent materials like metal, glass, and thick
plastics. The resulting prints are highly durable, scratch-resistant, and weatherproof. As
brands demand premium finishing for luxury goods and industrial packaging, UV
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technology’s instant adhesion and low volatile organic compound emissions align with
both performance and sustainability goals, driving rapid adoption across rigid and metal
packaging segments.

Region with largest share:

During the forecast period, the North America region is expected to hold the largest
market share, due to early adoption of industry 4.0 technologies, presence of major
digital press manufacturers, and high demand for personalized packaging from food &
beverage and e-commerce sectors. The region’s mature packaging infrastructure and
strict labeling regulations favor digital’s error-reduction capabilities. Strong investment
in sustainable packaging solutions and short-run production facilities further
consolidates North America’s leading position.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is anticipated to exhibit the highest
CAGR, driven by rapid industrialization, expanding middle-class consumption, and
booming e-commerce platforms in China, India, and Southeast Asia. Local governments
are promoting domestic packaging manufacturing with tax incentives. Low-cost labor
combined with increasing automation makes digital printing attractive for flexible
packaging and corrugated boxes. The region’s huge small and medium enterprise base
Is shifting from conventional to digital for faster turnaround and cost-effective versioning.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players in Digital Printing in Packaging Market include HP Inc., Xeikon
N.V., Eastman Kodak Company, Landa Corporation Ltd., Mondi Group, Amcor plc,
Smurfit Kappa Group, DS Smith Plc, CCL Industries Inc., WestRock Company,
Quad/Graphics, Inc., Stora Enso Oyj, Huhtam?ki Oyj, Constantia Flexibles, and Sonoco
Products Company.

Key Developments:
In March 2026, Canon announced a strategic partnership with a major European
corrugated converter to integrate its LabelStream technology into on-demand box

production lines, reducing lead times from weeks to under 48 hours.

In January 2026, HP Inc. launched its new HP Indigo 200K digital press, designed

Digital Printing in Packaging Market Forecasts to 2034 — Global Analysis By Printing Technology (Inkjet Printi...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/packaging_industry/packaging-machinery/digital-printing-in-packaging-market-strat.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

specifically for high-volume flexible packaging, featuring enhanced color consistency
and 30% faster throughput than previous models.
Printing Technologies Covered:

Inkjet Printing

Electrophotography

Thermal Transfer Printing

UV-Cured Digital Printing

Dye Sublimation Printing

Other Technologies

Ink Types Covered:

Solvent-Based Ink

UV-Based Ink
Aqueous Ink
Latex Ink

Dye Sublimation Ink

Packaging Types Covered:

Labels

Flexible Packaging

Corrugated Packaging
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Folding Cartons
Rigid Packaging

Metal Packaging

Printing Formats Covered:
Full-Color Printing
Variable Data Printing

Large Format Printing

Applications Covered:
Labels
Corrugated Packaging
Folding Cartons

Flexible Packaging

End Users Covered:
Food & Beverage
Pharmaceuticals & Healthcare
Personal Care & Cosmetics
Household Products

Electronics
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Automotive & Industrial Goods

Retail & E-commerce

Regions Covered:

North America

usS

Canada

Mexico

Europe

Germany

UK

Italy

France

Spain

Rest of Europe

Asia Pacific

Japan

China

India

Australia
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New Zealand

South Korea

Rest of Asia Pacific

South America

Argentina

Brazil

Chile

Rest of South America

Middle East & Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Qatar

South Africa

Rest of Middle East & Africa
What our report offers:
- Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments
- Strategic recommendations for the new entrants
- Covers Market data for the years 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026, 2027, 2028, 2029, 2030,
2032 and 2034
- Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges, Investment
Opportunities, and recommendations)
- Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market

estimations
- Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends
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- Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments
- Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements
Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one of the following free
customization options:

Company Profiling
Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)
SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as
per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking

Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical presence, and
strategic alliances
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