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Abstracts

According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Cold Chain Packaging for Perishables Market

is accounted for $31.61 billion in 2025 and is expected to reach $57.78 billion by 2032

growing at a CAGR of 9% during the forecast period. Cold chain packaging for

perishables refers to specialized packaging solutions designed to maintain controlled

temperature conditions throughout the storage, transportation, and distribution of

temperature-sensitive products. It is essential for preserving the quality, safety, and

shelf life of perishable goods such as fresh fruits and vegetables, dairy products, meat

and seafood, pharmaceuticals, and vaccines. These packaging systems typically

include insulated containers, refrigerants such as gel packs or dry ice, phase change

materials, and temperature-monitoring devices. By minimizing temperature fluctuations

and reducing spoilage risks, cold chain packaging ensures regulatory compliance,

reduces product loss, and supports efficient global trade of perishable commodities.

Market Dynamics:

Driver:

Rising demand for fresh perishables

Rising demand for perishables is reinforced by expanding international trade and
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growing urban consumption patterns. Cold chain packaging ensures product

integrity by maintaining temperature stability during storage and transit. Retailers and

distributors rely on insulated containers and refrigerant materials to minimize spoilage

and extend shelf life. As fresh food consumption rises across developed and emerging

economies investments in cold chain packaging are accelerating. This trend is

propelling the market as companies prioritize freshness and safety in perishable supply

chains.

Restraint:

High cost of temperature-controlled packaging

High cost of packaging solutions limits adoption among small and medium enterprises

even though they reduce spoilage losses. Advanced refrigerants phase-change

materials and insulated containers add to operational expenses. Integration with

monitoring devices and IoT sensors further increases costs for logistics providers. In

price-sensitive markets companies often struggle to balance affordability with quality

standards. High packaging costs remain a restraint that slows widespread adoption

despite clear efficiency and safety benefits.

Opportunity:

Growth in pharmaceutical cold logistics

Pharmaceutical companies are expanding cold chain logistics to support vaccines

biologics and temperature-sensitive drugs. Insulated shippers and advanced refrigerant

technologies are critical for maintaining efficacy during long-distance transport.

Regulatory requirements for drug safety further reinforce the need for reliable cold chain

packaging. As global healthcare supply chains expand investments in temperature-

controlled packaging are rising. Pharmaceutical cold logistics is fostering new

opportunities for innovation and market growth.

Threat:

Stringent regulations on packaging materials

Governments worldwide are tightening regulations on packaging materials used in cold

chain logistics. Companies must adapt to evolving standards which often require

redesigning packaging systems. Non-compliance risks include fines product recalls and

+357 96 030922
info@marketpublishers.com

Cold Chain Packaging for Perishables Market Forecasts to 2032 – Global Analysis By Material (Expanded Polystyr...

https://marketpublishers.com/report/industry/packaging_industry/cold-chain-packaging-4-perishables-market-strat.html


reputational damage. Regulatory uncertainty creates challenges for long-term

investment planning in packaging innovation. Strict material regulations are restraining

flexibility and threatening consistent market expansion.

Covid-19 Impact:

The Covid-19 pandemic had a mixed impact on the cold chain packaging for

perishables market. On one hand disruptions in supply chains and reduced foodservice

demand temporarily slowed packaging investments. Many companies faced liquidity

constraints and deferred capital-intensive projects. On the other hand the pandemic

accelerated demand for pharmaceutical cold chain packaging especially for vaccines

and biologics. E-commerce growth during lockdowns also boosted demand for insulated

packaging in grocery and fresh food delivery.

The expanded polystyrene (EPS) segment is expected to be the largest during the

forecast period

The expanded polystyrene (EPS) segment is expected to account for the largest market

share during the forecast period driven by its affordability lightweight properties and

strong insulation performance in perishable logistics. EPS containers are widely used

for seafood dairy and fresh produce shipments due to their durability and thermal

efficiency. Their compatibility with refrigerants and ease of handling make them a

preferred choice for exporters and distributors. EPS packaging ensures product integrity

across long distances and varying climates. As demand for cost-effective insulation

rises EPS packaging is boosting growth in the market.

The retail & e-commerce cold chain segment is expected to have the highest CAGR

during the forecast period

Over the forecast period, the retail & e-commerce cold chain segment is predicted to

witness the highest growth rate by rising online grocery sales and direct-to-consumer

delivery models. E-commerce platforms require reliable insulated packaging to maintain

freshness during last-mile delivery. Retailers are investing in lightweight durable and

recyclable packaging solutions to meet sustainability goals. Rapid expansion of online

food delivery services is increasing demand for temperature-controlled shippers and

containers. As consumer preference shifts toward online grocery retail and fresh food

delivery the segment is propelling market expansion.

Region with largest share:
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During the forecast period, the North America region is expected to hold the largest

market share driven by advanced logistics infrastructure strong regulatory frameworks

and high consumption of fresh and frozen foods. The presence of leading packaging

providers and established cold chain networks supports large-scale adoption.

Regulatory emphasis on food safety and pharmaceutical integrity drives investment in

reliable packaging systems. Rising demand for fresh produce seafood and dairy

reinforces steady utilization of insulated packaging. North America’s mature cold chain

ecosystem is fostering sustained growth in the perishables packaging market.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is anticipated to exhibit the highest

CAGR fueled by rapid urbanization expanding middle-class consumption and

government-led investments in cold chain infrastructure. Countries such as China India

and Southeast Asia are experiencing rising demand for fresh produce dairy and

seafood. E-commerce growth in the region is accelerating adoption of insulated

packaging for grocery and food delivery. Pharmaceutical cold chain expansion further

strengthens demand for advanced temperature-controlled solutions. Asia Pacific’s

industrial growth and consumer demand are accelerating the cold chain packaging for

perishables market.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players in Cold Chain Packaging for Perishables Market include

Sonoco Products Company, Sealed Air Corporation, Pelican BioThermal LLC, Cold

Chain Technologies, Inc., Cryopak Industries Inc., Intelsius Ltd., Softbox Systems Ltd.,

Americold Logistics, LLC, CSafe Global, Inmark Packaging, Envirotainer AB, va-Q-tec

AG, DGP Intelsius Group, Nordic Cold Chain Solutions and FedEx Custom Critical.

Key Developments:

In May 2024, Sealed Air announced a strategic partnership with Associated Packaging

Inc. (API), a major distributor, to significantly expand the North American market access

and availability of its Cryovac® Brand perishable food packaging portfolio, enhancing

supply chain reach.

In November 2023, Sonoco acquired InnoPack, a leading Portugal-based manufacturer

of molded fiber protective packaging. This strategic move significantly expanded
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Sonoco's sustainable packaging portfolio and European production capacity for

temperature-sensitive goods.

Materials Covered:

Expanded Polystyrene (EPS)

Polyurethane (PU)

Polypropylene (PP)

Corrugated Fiberboard

Metal-Based Packaging

Other Materials

Packaging Types Covered:

Insulated Shippers

Refrigerated Containers

Pallet Shippers

Gel Packs & Ice Packs

Vacuum Packaging

Phase Change Materials (PCMs) Packaging

Other Packaging Types

Distribution Channels Covered:

Direct Sales
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Third-Party Logistics Providers

Retail & E-commerce Cold Chain

Other Distribution Channels

Applications Covered:

Food & Beverage

Dairy Products

Meat & Seafood

Fruits & Vegetables

Frozen Foods

Other Applications

Regions Covered:

North America

US

Canada

Mexico

Europe

Germany

UK

Italy
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France

Spain

Rest of Europe

Asia Pacific

Japan

China

India

Australia

New Zealand

South Korea

Rest of Asia Pacific

South America

Argentina

Brazil

Chile

Rest of South America

Middle East & Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE
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Qatar

South Africa

Rest of Middle East & Africa

What our report offers:

- Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments

- Strategic recommendations for the new entrants

- Covers Market data for the years 2024, 2025, 2026, 2028, and 2032

- Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges, Investment

Opportunities, and recommendations)

- Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market

estimations

- Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends

- Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments

- Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one of the following free

customization options:

Company Profiling

Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)

SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as

per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking

Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical

presence, and strategic alliances
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