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According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Bulk Packaging Market is accounted for $67.6
billion in 2025 and is expected to reach $105.8 billion by 2032, growing at a CAGR of
6.6% during the forecast period. Bulk packaging refers to the practice of storing or
transporting large quantities of goods in a single, consolidated container or package. It
is commonly used for industrial, agricultural, and commercial purposes to reduce
handling, material, and transportation costs. This type of packaging is ideal for items like
grains, chemicals, liquids, or powders, ensuring efficiency in logistics and minimizing
waste compared to individually packed products.

According to the International Air Transport Association (IATA), airlines transported over
65 million metric tons of cargo in 2021.

Market Dynamics:

Driver:

Growing demand for efficient and cost-effective packaging solutions

The primary driver for the drum packaging market is the escalating demand for efficient
and cost-effective logistics, particularly within the chemical, pharmaceutical, and food &

beverage sectors. Drums offer a robust, stackable, and reusable solution that optimizes
storage space and minimizes handling costs during transportation. Furthermore, their
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standardized sizing facilitates easier integration into global supply chains,
providing a reliable and economical method for shipping large volumes of both liquid
and solid materials, which directly supports market expansion by meeting core industrial
needs for streamlined operations.

Restraint:
Fluctuating raw material prices

A significant restraint hindering stable market growth is the volatility in raw material
prices, particularly for steel, plastic resins, and aluminum. These fluctuations create
pricing unpredictability for drum manufacturers, squeezing profit margins and making
long-term budgeting challenging. Additionally, this cost instability can lead to increased
prices for end-users, potentially making drum packaging less attractive compared to
more consistently priced alternatives. Consequently, such economic uncertainty can
deter investment and slow down the adoption rate, posing a persistent challenge for
industry players.

Opportunity:
Development of innovative and sustainable materials

The increasing global emphasis on circular economy principles is driving demand for
recyclable, lightweight composite materials and drums made from recycled content.
Moreover, advancements in material science that enhance barrier properties and
extend product shelf-life are creating new application avenues. Companies investing in
eco-friendly and high-performance solutions are well-positioned to capture a growing
customer segment seeking to reduce their environmental footprint and improve
operational efficiency.

Threat:
Competition from alternative packaging methods

The drum packaging market faces a persistent threat from the rise of alternative
packaging methods, notably flexible pouches. These alternatives often present
advantages in terms of weight, disposability, and cost for specific applications, luring
customers away from traditional drums. To mitigate this, drum manufacturers must
continuously innovate, emphasizing the superior strength, reusability, and protective
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gualities of drums for hazardous or high-value goods where their inherent robustness
remains a critical deciding factor for buyers.

Covid-19 Impact:

The COVID-19 pandemic initially disrupted the drum packaging market through supply
chain bottlenecks, factory closures, and a decline in industrial activity, leading to
reduced demand from key end-use sectors. However, the market witnessed a partial
and swift recovery driven by the heightened need for drums to package and transport
critical items such as sanitizers, chemicals, and pharmaceutical ingredients. This period
underscored the essential nature of robust packaging in global supply chains,
accelerating the adoption of drums for safeguarding sensitive and high-demand
products during the crisis.

The flexible intermediate bulk containers (FIBCs) segment is expected to be the largest
during the forecast period

The flexible intermediate bulk containers (FIBCs) segment is expected to account for
the largest market share during the forecast period by their unparalleled cost-efficiency
and versatility in transporting dry, flowable goods like plastics, chemicals, and food
products. Their lightweight nature and collapsible design lead to significant savings in
storage and return freight costs compared to rigid drums. Furthermore, the ability to
handle large volumes (up to 1,000 kg) in a single unit load makes them the preferred
choice for bulk powder and granule packaging, solidifying their dominant position in the
market.

The composite materials segment is expected to have the highest CAGR during the
forecast period

Over the forecast period, the composite materials segment is predicted to witness the
highest growth rate fueled by the escalating demand for lightweight, high-strength, and
corrosion-resistant packaging solutions. These drums, often combining materials like
plastics and fibers, offer superior durability and product protection for sensitive contents,
extending shelf life. Additionally, their recyclability and reduced weight contribute to
lower transportation emissions and costs, aligning perfectly with sustainability goals and
stringent regulatory standards, which collectively propels their rapid adoption across
advanced industrial applications.

Region with largest share:
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During the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is expected to hold the largest market
share. his dominance is attributable to the region's robust and expanding industrial
manufacturing base, particularly in China and India. The continuous growth of key end-
user industries such as chemicals, pharmaceuticals, and food & beverage, coupled with
massive investments in infrastructure and logistics, creates sustained demand for
reliable drum packaging. The concentration of global production hubs in this region
ensures its position as the largest and most critical market for drum packaging
solutions.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is anticipated to exhibit the highest
CAGR. This accelerated growth is propelled by rapid industrialization, rising foreign
direct investment, and the shifting of manufacturing units to emerging economies within
the region. Moreover, increasing disposable incomes are boosting the consumption of
packaged goods, thereby driving demand from the food & beverage and pharmaceutical
sectors. The ongoing economic development and modernization of supply chains in
these countries provide a fertile ground for exceptional market expansion.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players in Bulk Packaging Market include Greif, Inc., Mauser
Packaging Solutions, SCH?TZ GmbH & Co. KGaA, Hoover CS, International Paper
Company, Mondi plc, Smurfit WestRock plc, Schoeller Allibert Services B.V., ORBIS
Corporation, Brambles Limited, Nefab Group, LC Packaging International BV, Thrace
Group, Conitex Sonoco, Rishi FIBC Solutions Pvt Ltd, Emmbi Industries Limited, and
SCH?FER Werke GmbH.

Key Developments:

In July 2025, Greif, Inc. a global leader in industrial packaging products and services,
announced it has entered into a definitive agreement to divest its Containerboard
business, including its CorrChoice sheet feeder network, in an all-cash transaction for
$1.8 billion to Packaging Corporation of America. The transaction is expected to close
by the end of Greif's fiscal year 2025, and is subject to customary closing conditions,
including regulatory approvals.

In January 2025, Brambles Limited (Brambles) refers to its announcement on 11
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November 2024 that it had entered into an agreement to divest its CHEP India business
to LEAP India Private Limited Brambles announces that completion of the transaction
took place in the evening of Wednesday, 8 January 2025, in Mumbai.
In October, 2024, Mondi plc (“Mondi” or the “Group”), a global leader in the production
of sustainable packaging and paper announced that it has entered into an agreement to
acquire the German, Benelux and UK corrugated converting and solid board operations
of Schumacher Packagingl(“the Acquisition”). This Acquisition will expand Mondi’'s
corrugated footprint in Western Europe and add complementary fibre-based products,
focused on eCommerce and FMCG, to enhance its existing customer offering.
Product Types Covered:

Flexible Intermediate Bulk Containers (FIBCs)

Intermediate Bulk Containers (IBCs)

Sacks

Pails

Other Products

Materials Covered:
Plastic
Metal
Paper & Paperboard
Wood

Composite Materials

End Users Covered:
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Chemicals & Fertilizers

Food & Beverages
Pharmaceuticals & Healthcare
Building & Construction
Automotive

Oil & Lubricants

Other End Users

Regions Covered:

North America
usS
Canada
Mexico

Europe
Germany
UK
Italy
France
Spain

Rest of Europe
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Asia Pacific

Japan

China

India

Australia

New Zealand

South Korea

Rest of Asia Pacific
South America

Argentina

Brazil

Chile

Rest of South America
Middle East & Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Qatar

South Africa

Rest of Middle East & Africa
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What our report offers:

- Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments

- Strategic recommendations for the new entrants

- Covers Market data for the years 2024, 2025, 2026, 2028, and 2032

- Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges, Investment
Opportunities, and recommendations)

- Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market
estimations

- Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends

- Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments
- Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one of the following free
customization options:

Company Profiling
Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)
SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as
per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking

Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical
presence, and strategic alliances
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