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Abstracts

According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Airport Security Market is accounted for $18.3

billion in 2026 and is expected to reach $39.0 billion by 2034 growing at a CAGR of

9.9% during the forecast period. The airport security market includes screening

systems, surveillance technologies, access control, biometrics, and integrated security

platforms used to protect passengers, staff, and infrastructure. It covers baggage

scanners, body scanners, video analytics, perimeter protection, and command centers.

Growth is driven by increasing air passenger volumes, evolving threat landscapes,

stricter regulatory standards, investments in smart airports, and demand for faster yet

more accurate screening processes.

According to the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), global passenger

traffic exceeded 4.6 billion passengers in 2023.

Market Dynamics:

Driver:

Evolving global terrorism threats and asymmetric security risks

Sophisticated adversaries are increasingly targeting soft spots within aviation
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infrastructure, utilizing everything from non-metallic explosives to coordinated

cyber-physical strikes. This shifting risk landscape compels airport authorities to move

beyond traditional defense perimeters toward intelligence-led security frameworks.

Consequently, there is an urgent demand for next-generation surveillance and multi-

layered screening protocols capable of identifying complex threats in real-time. This

driver ensures a steady pipeline of modernization projects as nations prioritize the

protection of critical transport nodes.

Restraint:

High upfront and operational costs of advanced security systems

Advanced solutions, such as computed tomography scanners and biometric boarding

gates, involve high capital expenditure that can strain the liquidity of even major

international hubs. Beyond the initial purchase, airports face recurring costs for software

licensing, specialized technician training, and regular hardware recalibration to meet

stringent regulatory standards. These fiscal pressures often lead to deferred upgrades

or phased implementations, particularly in regions where passenger volumes have not

yet fully stabilized to justify the massive investment.

Opportunity:

Adoption of AI-powered threat detection in CT scanners and video analytics

The integration of artificial intelligence and machine learning presents a transformative

opportunity to enhance operational throughput and detection accuracy. AI-driven

algorithms can now process vast amounts of data from CT scanners and high-definition

video feeds with minimal human intervention, effectively reducing the 'false alarm' rate

that frequently bottlenecks checkpoints. By automating the identification of prohibited

items and anomalous behavioral patterns, airports can transition to 'smart' security

environments that offer a frictionless experience for travelers.

Threat:

Budget constraints at airports, especially regional and government-owned

While the need for advanced security is universal, the reality of limited funding creates a

precarious environment for market growth, especially within regional and state-

managed facilities. These smaller hubs often operate on extremely narrow margins and
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lack the diverse revenue streams of global Tier-1 airports. The government frequently

prioritizes essential repairs over security upgrades when diverting subsidies to other

infrastructure needs or social programs. This budgetary volatility creates a fragmented

market where high-end technology remains concentrated in wealthy hubs, leaving

smaller facilities vulnerable to security gaps and slowing the universal adoption of

modern standards.

Covid-19 Impact:

The pandemic had a dual impact on the airport security sector, initially leading to a

decline in revenue as a result of grounded fleets and travel restrictions. However, it

fundamentally accelerated the transition toward 'touchless' and 'contactless'

technologies. The crisis forced a rapid pivot toward biometrics and automated screening

to minimize physical contact, permanently altering the industry's focus from mere threat

detection to health-integrated security. While short-term capital was scarce, the long-

term result was a modernized infrastructure centered on hygiene, efficiency, and digital

identity.

The hardware segment is expected to be the largest during the forecast period

The hardware segment is expected to account for the largest market share during the

forecast period due to the physical necessity of screening equipment. Airports are under

constant pressure to replace aging X-ray machines, metal detectors, and perimeter

fencing with more sophisticated physical assets. The sheer volume of equipment

required for massive terminal expansions, particularly in developing economies,

ensures that hardware remains the dominant revenue generator. Additionally, the high

unit price of specialized scanners and biometric sensors contributes significantly to this

segment's lead, as physical infrastructure forms the bedrock of any credible aviation

security strategy.

The cybersecurity solutions segment is expected to have the highest CAGR during the

forecast period

Over the forecast period, the cybersecurity solutions segment is predicted to witness the

highest growth rate as airports increasingly transition to fully digital, 'smart' operations.

With the rise of the Internet of Things (IoT) and cloud-based management systems, the

aviation industry has become a lucrative target for ransomware and data breaches.

Protecting sensitive passenger data and ensuring the integrity of flight control systems

are now top priorities for operators. This heightened focus on digital resilience, driven by
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stringent data protection regulations and the escalating frequency of cyberattacks, is

fueling rapid investment in this specific niche

Region with largest share:

During the forecast period, the North America region is expected to hold the largest

market share owing to its mature aviation industry and rigorous regulatory environment.

The presence of the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) in the United States

drives continuous technological mandates, forcing airports to adopt the latest screening

innovations. Furthermore, the region is home to many of the world's leading security

technology providers, fostering an ecosystem of rapid deployment and early adoption.

Large-scale modernization programs at major hubs like JFK and LAX ensure that North

America remains the primary revenue contributor to the global market.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is anticipated to exhibit the highest

CAGR as it undergoes an unprecedented boom in aviation infrastructure. Rapid

urbanization and the rise of the middle class in China, India, and Southeast Asia have

led to the construction of dozens of new international airports. These 'greenfield'

projects are being designed from the ground up with integrated, state-of-the-art security

systems, bypassing the legacy issues faced by Western counterparts. Government-led

initiatives to improve regional connectivity and modernize existing facilities further

accelerate the demand for advanced security solutions across this high-growth territory.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players in Airport Security Market include Thales Group, Smiths

Detection Group Ltd., Rapiscan Systems, Inc., Nuctech Company Limited, Leidos, Inc.,

Honeywell International Inc., IDEMIA Group, NEC Corporation, Analogic Corporation,

Astrophysics, Inc., C.E.I.A. S.p.A., Garrett Metal Detectors, Vanderlande Industries

B.V., Siemens AG, and Hikvision Digital Technology Co., Ltd.

Key Developments:

In December 2025, Smiths Detection expanded its partnership with Fukuoka

International Airport to deploy 3D X-ray scanners and automatic tray return systems to

streamline passenger security lanes.
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In October 2025, NEC and Outsight partnered to integrate 3D LiDAR Spatial AI into

airport systems at a major North American hub for real-time crowd management and

behavioral analytics.

In August 2025, BigBear.ai integrated its AI-powered threat detection software with

existing hardware scanners, successfully trialing a system that identifies prohibited

items with higher accuracy than manual screening.

System & Solutions Covered:

Hardware

Software

Services

Airport Types Covered:

International Airports

Domestic Airports

Military & Government Airports

Private & General Aviation Airports

Technologies Covered:

Surveillance Systems

Screening and Detection

Cybersecurity Solutions

Perimeter Security

Other Technologies
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Applications Covered:

Terminal Side Security

Landside Security

Airside Security

Regions Covered:

North America

US

Canada

Mexico

Europe

Germany

UK

Italy

France

Spain

Rest of Europe

Asia Pacific

Japan
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China

India

Australia

New Zealand

South Korea

Rest of Asia Pacific

South America

Argentina

Brazil

Chile

Rest of South America

Middle East & Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Qatar

South Africa

Rest of Middle East & Africa

What our report offers:

- Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments

- Strategic recommendations for the new entrants

- Covers Market data for the years 2024, 2025, 2026, 2028, and 2032
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- Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges, Investment

Opportunities, and recommendations)

- Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market

estimations

- Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends

- Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments

- Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one of the following free

customization options:

Company Profiling

Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)

SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as

per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking

Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical

presence, and strategic alliances
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