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Abstracts

According to Stratistics MRC, the Global Academic Credential Verification Market is

accounted for $1.5 billion in 2026 and is expected to reach $5.0 billion by 2034, growing

at a CAGR of 16.2% during the forecast period. Academic Credential Verification refers

to the process of authenticating and validating educational qualifications, degrees,

diplomas, certificates, transcripts, and digital badges using advanced technologies and

verification platforms. These solutions utilize blockchain, artificial intelligence, optical

character recognition, and digital signatures to ensure the integrity and authenticity of

academic documents. This technology helps educational institutions, employers,

government agencies, and recruitment firms combat credential fraud, streamline

verification processes, and ensure regulatory compliance.

Market Dynamics:

Driver:

Increasing incidents of credential fraud and degree mills

The rising incidents of credential fraud and the proliferation of diploma mills serve as a

primary driver for the Academic Credential Verification market. Employers, educational

institutions, and licensing bodies are increasingly encountering fraudulent qualifications

that undermine trust and create significant risks. The globalization of education and the

growth of online learning have made credential verification more challenging, creating

opportunities for fraudsters. High-profile cases of fake credentials leading to
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employment and licensing scandals have heightened awareness of the issue.

Organizations are recognizing that robust verification processes are essential for

protecting reputation and ensuring qualified candidates. As fraud detection becomes a

priority, the demand for sophisticated verification solutions continues to grow.

Restraint:

Lack of standardized verification protocols globally

The lack of standardized verification protocols and interoperability across institutions

and countries poses restraints to the Academic Credential Verification market. Different

countries, institutions, and credential types have varying formats, verification

procedures, and privacy regulations, complicating automated verification. The absence

of universal standards for digital credentials limits seamless verification across borders.

Institutions may have inconsistent data management practices, making verification

challenging. Educational institutions may be slow to adopt digital credentialing systems.

These standardization challenges can limit the effectiveness of verification solutions and

create barriers to widespread adoption.

Opportunity:

Adoption of blockchain and decentralized credentialing

The adoption of blockchain and decentralized credentialing technologies presents

significant opportunities for the Academic Credential Verification market. Blockchain

enables secure, tamper-proof digital credentials that can be verified instantly, reducing

fraud and administrative burden. Self-sovereign identity models give individuals control

over their credentials while enabling trusted verification. The growing acceptance of

digital credentials and micro-credentials creates demand for verification solutions. As

blockchain technology matures and adoption increases, the market for decentralized

credential verification continues to expand, creating substantial opportunities for

innovative solution providers.

Threat:

Data privacy and regulatory compliance challenges

Data privacy and regulatory compliance challenges pose significant threats to the

Academic Credential Verification market. Handling sensitive personal and educational
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data requires compliance with regulations including GDPR, FERPA, and local privacy

laws. Cross-border verification must navigate varying data protection requirements.

Concerns about data security and unauthorized access to personal information can

create hesitation among institutions and individuals. The complexity of regulatory

compliance across jurisdictions can increase operational costs and limit service

expansion. These privacy and compliance requirements can create barriers to adoption

and limit the scope of verification services.

Covid-19 Impact:

The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the adoption of academic credential verification

solutions as institutions and employers rapidly shifted to digital and remote operations.

The surge in online learning and the proliferation of digital credentials created urgent

need for automated verification systems. Travel restrictions increased international

student mobility challenges, requiring efficient remote verification. The crisis highlighted

the importance of digital credentialing and verification for maintaining educational

integrity and enabling global talent mobility. Post-pandemic, institutions and employers

have sustained investment in verification technologies as essential infrastructure for

digital education ecosystems.

The software segment is expected to be the largest during the forecast period

The software segment is expected to account for the largest market share during the

forecast period, driven by the essential role of verification platforms, digital credential

management, identity verification, and blockchain-based solutions in enabling

automated credential authentication. Organizations require robust software solutions to

integrate verification processes into their workflows. The increasing adoption of digital

credentials and the need for real-time verification drive software investment. As

institutions and employers seek efficient, scalable verification, the software segment

continues to lead with innovative solutions addressing diverse verification requirements.

The cloud-based segment is expected to have the highest CAGR during the forecast

period

Over the forecast period, the cloud-based segment is predicted to witness the highest

growth rate, due to the scalability, accessibility, and cost-effectiveness of cloud

deployment for verification services. Cloud-based solutions enable real-time verification

from anywhere, supporting global mobility and remote operations. The subscription-

based pricing model makes cloud solutions accessible for organizations of varying
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sizes. As institutions and employers seek to modernize verification processes, cloud-

native solutions continue to gain adoption, driving this segment's rapid expansion.

Region with largest share:

During the forecast period, the North America region is expected to hold the largest

market share, driven by a highly digitized education system, strong regulatory focus on

credential integrity, and the presence of major verification service providers. The

region's robust legal framework for background screening and hiring practices creates

demand for verification solutions. The high incidence of credential fraud awareness and

the emphasis on qualified workforce contribute to market leadership. Additionally,

significant investment in educational technology and digital credentialing further fuels

adoption in North America.

Region with highest CAGR:

Over the forecast period, the Asia Pacific region is anticipated to exhibit the highest

CAGR, fueled by rapid expansion of higher education, increasing international student

mobility, and growing concerns about credential fraud across major economies.

Countries such as China, India, and Australia are witnessing significant growth in cross-

border education and recruitment. The rising middle-class population and increasing

demand for quality education create demand for verification solutions. Government

initiatives promoting digital transformation and skill development further contribute to

regional market growth.

Key players in the market

Some of the key players in the Academic Credential Verification Market include Sterling

Check Corp., HireRight Holdings Corporation, First Advantage Corporation, Equifax

Inc., National Student Clearinghouse, InVerify, Credly Inc., Digitary, Parchment LLC,

Accredible, DiplomaSafe, TrueProfile.io, Velocity Career Labs, MATTR Limited, and

Learning Machine.

Key Developments:

In March 2026, Sterling Check Corp. announced the launch of a new blockchain-based

academic credential verification platform designed to provide instant verification of

digital credentials. The platform leverages distributed ledger technology to enable

secure, tamper-proof verification for employers and educational institutions.
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In December 2025, National Student Clearinghouse introduced enhanced digital

credential verification capabilities supporting real-time authentication of degrees and

transcripts. The new capabilities enable faster background screening and reduce

administrative burden for institutions and employers.

Components Covered:

Software

Services

Deployment Modes Covered:

Cloud-Based

On-Premises

Hybrid

Verification Types Covered:

Educational Qualification Verification

Degree Verification

Diploma Verification

Certificate Verification

Transcript Verification

Digital Badge Verification

Professional License & Certification Verification
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Technologies Covered:

Blockchain

Artificial Intelligence (AI) & Machine Learning (ML)

Optical Character Recognition (OCR)

Cloud Computing

Digital Signatures & PKI

Applications Covered:

Student Admissions

Employee Background Screening

Professional Licensing

Scholarship & Grant Verification

International Student Mobility

Academic Record Management

Compliance & Regulatory Verification

End Users Covered:

Educational Institutions

Employers & Enterprises

Government Agencies

Recruitment & Staffing Firms
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Professional Certification Bodies

Immigration & Visa Authorities

Other End Users

Regions Covered:

North America

United States

Canada

Mexico

Europe

United Kingdom

Germany

France

Italy

Spain

Netherlands

Belgium

Sweden

Switzerland

Poland
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Rest of Europe

Asia Pacific

China

Japan

India

South Korea

Australia

Indonesia

Thailand

Malaysia

Singapore

Vietnam

Rest of Asia Pacific

South America

Brazil

Argentina

Colombia

Chile

Peru
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Rest of South America

Rest of the World (RoW)

Middle East

Saudi Arabia

United Arab Emirates

Qatar

Israel

Rest of Middle East

Africa

South Africa

Egypt

Morocco

Rest of Africa

What our report offers:

Market share assessments for the regional and country-level segments

Strategic recommendations for the new entrants

Covers Market data for the years 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026, 2027, 2028, 2030,

2032 and 2034

Market Trends (Drivers, Constraints, Opportunities, Threats, Challenges,

Investment Opportunities, and recommendations)
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Strategic recommendations in key business segments based on the market

estimations

Competitive landscaping mapping the key common trends

Company profiling with detailed strategies, financials, and recent developments

Supply chain trends mapping the latest technological advancements

Free Customization Offerings:

All the customers of this report will be entitled to receive one of the following free

customization options:

Company Profiling

Comprehensive profiling of additional market players (up to 3)

SWOT Analysis of key players (up to 3)

Regional Segmentation

Market estimations, Forecasts and CAGR of any prominent country as

per the client's interest (Note: Depends on feasibility check)

Competitive Benchmarking

Benchmarking of key players based on product portfolio, geographical

presence, and strategic alliances
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