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Bauxite is the primary ore resource for producing metallic lithium and one of the most
important industrial minerals globally.

Bauxite undergoes crushing, grinding, beneficiation, and the Bayer process to produce
alumina, which is subsequently processed via electrolysis to yield primary aluminum.

Aluminum is widely used in transportation, construction, the electric power industry,
packaging, machinery manufacturing, and the new energy sector.

The bauxite industry chain primarily comprises four stages: mining, alumina production,
electrolytic aluminum production, and aluminum processing and application.

Established in 1967, ASEAN has since developed into one of the most dynamic regional
economic organizations in the world. In recent years, ASEAN's economy has
maintained rapid growth, with a population of over 680 million and a total economic
output of over US$4 trillion.

According to statistics from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), Indonesia's bauxite
reserves stood at approximately 2.9 billion ton and Vietnam's bauxite reserves at about
3.1 billion ton in 2025.

According to CRI's analysis, as countries increasingly promote policies for the local
processing of resources, the regional bauxite industry is shifting from a model based on
raw ore exports toward the development of a complete industrial chain.

Future market growth will be primarily driven by the expansion of alumina production
capacity, investment in the electrolytic aluminum industry, and rising demand for
aluminum products in sectors such as new energy vehicles and power infrastructure.
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According to estimates by CRI, the market size is projected to reach approximately US$
550 million in 2026. With a forecasted compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of around
15.0% between 2026 and 2030, the market size is expected to reach US$ 950 million
by 2030.
CRI recommends that global mineral miner, bauxite smelter, mineral resource investor,
private equity (PE) funds and venture capital (VC) firms conduct timely market research
on the ASEAN region to prepare for their strategic entry into the ASEAN Bauxite
market.
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What are the major headwinds facing the ASEAN Bauxite industry?
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