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Styrene-butadiene-styrene (SBS) block copolymer is a type of styrene block copolymer
(SBC) composed of styrene and butadiene linked homopolymer blocks. SBS
copolymers belong to the class of thermoplastic elastomers that possess the
mechanical properties of rubber, and processing capabilities of thermoplasts.

Global volumes grew at an average annual rate of 4.36% for the past five years. The
industry is concentrated with its supplier can be classified as two types: petrochemical
suppliers and thermoplastic elastomers suppliers. Petrochemical suppliers like Sinopec
and Versalis provide major raw materials like styrene by itself, while elastomers
suppliers has to sourcing raw material from the market. Petrochemical type suppliers
usually have more advantage in manufacturing cost saving. Elastomers type suppliers
have more advanced technology and close relationship with downstream users. Until
2015, China overall was the dominant producer and exporter of SBS, followed by Asia
(Ex. China) and Europe. Leading players in SBS industry are LCY Chemical, Kraton,
Dynasol, LG Chem, Versalis, Sibur, KKPC, Asahi Kasei, TSRC, Chimei, Sinopec, etc. In
2015, the production volume of the top four producers accounted for 57.44% of the SBS
market.
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