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Water Jet Loom Market Summary
Introduction

The water jet loom market is a vital segment of the textile machinery industry, focusing
on shuttleless weaving machines that use high-pressure water jets to propel weft yarns
through warp threads, primarily for producing synthetic filament fabrics. These
machines are renowned for their high-speed weaving, energy efficiency, and ability to
produce lightweight, high-quality fabrics with minimal defects, making them ideal for
chemical fiber industries such as polyester and nylon textiles. Unlike air jet looms, water
jet looms are optimized for synthetic yarns, offering superior precision and reduced yarn
stress, though they are less suited for natural fibers like cotton due to water absorption
issues. The market has been shaped by significant developments, including
environmental regulations in China, which led to the elimination of approximately one-
guarter of water jet looms between 2017 and 2019 due to water usage and discharge
concerns. According to the China Filament Weaving Association, by the end of 2024,
China’s filament weaving industry comprised 941,000 looms, with water jet looms
totaling 858,000 units, reflecting a modest year-on-year growth of 0.4%. The market is
driven by global demand for synthetic textiles in apparel, home textiles, and technical
fabrics, supported by technological advancements in automation, nozzle design, and
water-saving technologies. Key players like Toyota Industries Corporation, Tsudakoma,
and Qingdao Haijia lead innovation, with Qingdao Haijia holding the largest global
market share. Challenges include high initial investment costs, environmental
regulations, and skilled labor requirements, while trends like eco-friendly designs, smart
manufacturing, and automation shape the industry’s future.
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Market Size and Growth Forecast

The global water jet loom market is projected to reach USD 2.0-2.5 billion by 2025, with
an estimated compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 4%—6% through 2030. This
growth is driven by increasing demand for high-quality synthetic fabrics, technological
advancements in weaving efficiency, and expanding textile production in emerging
markets. The market benefits from automation trends and government incentives for
sustainable manufacturing, particularly in Asia Pacific.

Regional Analysis

Asia Pacific dominates the water jet loom market, with an estimated growth rate of
4.5%—-6.5%. China leads, hosting 858,000 water jet looms by 2024, driven by its robust
chemical fiber industry and export-oriented textile manufacturing. India contributes
significantly, with rising demand for synthetic fabrics fueled by its growing apparel and
home textile sectors, supported by government subsidies for modern looms.
Bangladesh and Vietnam are emerging hubs, leveraging low labor costs and increasing
textile exports. Japan, home to Toyota and Tsudakoma, focuses on high-end,
automated looms for premium markets. North America, with a growth rate of
3.5%-5.5%, is led by the United States, where technical textiles for automotive and
industrial applications drive demand, though production is limited. Canada sees modest
growth in niche applications. Europe, with a growth rate of 3%—-5%, is driven by
Germany, Italy, and the UK, where demand for sustainable and high-performance
textiles supports advanced loom adoption. South America, with a growth rate of
2.5%—-4.5%, sees contributions from Brazil, where textile exports and domestic demand
for synthetics fuel growth. The Middle East and Africa, with growth estimated at 2%—4%,
are emerging markets, with Turkey and Egypt showing potential due to textile industry
investments, though constrained by economic challenges.

Application Analysis

The water jet loom market primarily serves the chemical fiber industry, with additional
applications in the natural fiber industry, though the latter is limited due to water
sensitivity.

Chemical Fiber Industry: Expected to grow at a CAGR of 4.5%—6.5%, this segment
dominates due to water jet looms’ suitability for weaving synthetic filaments like
polyester and nylon, used in apparel, home textiles, and technical fabrics. Trends
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include the adoption of multi-nozzle looms for complex patterns and water-saving
technologies to address environmental concerns.

Natural Fiber Industry: Projected to grow at a CAGR of 2.5%—4.5%, this segment is
smaller, as water jet looms are less effective for cotton and other absorbent fibers.
Trends focus on hybrid looms that combine water and air jet technologies to expand
compatibility with natural fibers.

Type Analysis

Standard Water Jet Loom: Expected to grow at a CAGR of 3.5%-5.5%, standard water
jet looms are single-nozzle machines designed for basic synthetic fabric production,
offering cost-effective solutions for small and medium-sized enterprises. Trends include
enhanced durability and reduced maintenance for cost-sensitive markets like India and
Bangladesh.

High Speed Water Jet Loom: Projected to grow at a CAGR of 5%—7%, high-speed
water jet looms, often multi-nozzle, deliver superior weaving speeds and precision for
high-volume production. Trends include automation, advanced nozzle designs, and loT
integration for real-time monitoring, as seen in Toyota’s LWT810 model.

Key Market Players

Toyota Industries Corporation: A Japan-based leader, Toyota Industries produces
advanced water jet looms like the LWT810, known for high-speed weaving and
automation, serving global textile manufacturers with a focus on synthetic fabrics.

Tsudakoma: A Japan-based company, Tsudakoma specializes in high-quality water jet
looms with versatile nozzle systems, targeting premium markets for technical and
apparel textiles.

Rifa: A China-based manufacturer, Rifa offers water jet looms with a focus on
automation and efficiency, catering to both domestic and international markets.

Qingdao Haijia: A China-based firm with the largest global market share, Qingdao Haijia
produces high-performance water jet looms, including the HW-8010, known for stability
and cost-effectiveness.

ZhelJiang Huahai Machinery Group: A China-based company, ZheJiang Huahai
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supplies water jet looms for synthetic textile production, emphasizing affordability and
regional distribution.

Porter’s Five Forces Analysis

Threat of New Entrants: Moderate. High capital investment, technological
expertise, and established distribution networks create barriers, though regional
players in China and India pose a moderate threat with cost-competitive
offerings.

Threat of Substitutes: Moderate to High. Air jet looms and rapier looms compete
for certain applications, particularly for natural fibers, but water jet looms’
efficiency for synthetics limits substitution in core markets.

Bargaining Power of Buyers: High. Textile manufacturers, especially in Asia,
have significant leverage due to multiple suppliers and price competition, though
premium high-speed looms reduce switching options.

Bargaining Power of Suppliers: Moderate. Suppliers of nozzles, electronics, and
steel hold some leverage due to specialized components, but vertical integration
by major players like Toyota balances this power.

Competitive Rivalry: High. Toyota, Tsudakoma, and Qingdao Haijia compete on
innovation, automation, and global reach, while Chinese players like Rifa and
ZhelJiang Huahai drive price competition, intensifying rivalry.

Market Opportunities and Challenges

Opportunities
Synthetic Textile Demand: The global chemical fiber market, projected to grow
at 5% annually through 2030, drives demand for water jet looms, particularly for
apparel and technical textiles in Asia Pacific.
Automation and Smart Manufacturing: loT-enabled looms and automation, as

seen in Tsudakoma'’s offerings, enhance productivity and appeal to
manufacturers seeking efficiency.
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Emerging Market Growth: Rapid textile industry expansion in India, Bangladesh,
and Vietnam, supported by government incentives, creates opportunities for
affordable standard looms.

Sustainable Technologies: Water-saving designs and eco-friendly looms align
with environmental regulations, attracting manufacturers in Europe and North
America.

Technical Textile Expansion: Growing demand for synthetic fabrics in
automotive, medical, and industrial applications boosts high-speed water jet
loom adoption.

Challenges

Environmental Regulations: Stringent water usage and discharge regulations,
particularly in China, increase compliance costs and limit production scalability.

High Initial Costs: The capital-intensive nature of water jet looms, especially high-
speed models, deters small-scale manufacturers in emerging markets.

Skilled Labor Shortage: Operating advanced looms requires technical expertise,
a challenge in regions like India where training is limited.

Supply Chain Disruptions: Global logistics challenges and component
shortages, as seen in 2021-2022, affect production timelines for automated
looms.

Competition from Alternatives: Air jet and rapier looms challenge water jet looms

in natural fiber applications, requiring continuous innovation to maintain market
share.
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