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Abstracts

Metaldehyde Market Summary

Introduction

Metaldehyde, a cyclic tetramer of acetaldehyde, is a colorless solid renowned for its

efficacy as a molluscicide in agricultural and horticultural settings. Primarily used to

combat snails and slugs that threaten crop yields, it also finds niche applications in

artificial rain production, fireworks, safety matches, and as a solid fuel known as 'solid

alcohol.' Operating within the specialty chemicals sector, the Metaldehyde industry is

marked by its technical sophistication, stringent regulatory oversight, and dependence

on precise production processes, typically involving acetaldehyde cyclization under

controlled conditions. The market is propelled by agricultural demand in regions prone

to mollusk infestations, yet it grapples with significant hurdles, including environmental

regulations and the rise of substitute products. The global Metaldehyde market is

forecasted to reach USD 20-40 million by 2030, with a compound annual growth rate

(CAGR) of 1.5%-2.5%, indicating a modest growth path constrained by regulatory and

competitive factors.

Market Size and Growth Forecast

The Metaldehyde market is expected to grow to a valuation of USD 20-40 million by

2030, with a CAGR of 1.5%-2.5%. This limited growth is driven by its established role as

a molluscicide, addressing persistent agricultural needs for pest control. However,

expansion is curtailed by regulatory restrictions, such as the UK’s ban effective April 1,

2022, and increasing environmental scrutiny in other regions. The availability of
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alternatives like ferric phosphate, EDTA ferric sodium, and sulfur-based

products further dampens growth prospects. Despite these constraints, niche

applications and continued use in less regulated markets provide some stability. The

forecast reflects a market where steady agricultural demand is overshadowed by

regulatory and substitution pressures, positioning Metaldehyde as a niche segment with

restrained growth potential through 2030.

Regional Analysis

The Metaldehyde market displays varied growth across regions, shaped by regulatory

climates, agricultural practices, and consumption patterns.

 Asia-Pacific: Growth is estimated at 2.0%-3.0%. China and India lead this

region, leveraging their vast agricultural sectors and demand for effective pest

control. China emphasizes cost-efficient production for domestic use, while India

supports its growing agrochemical industry with Metaldehyde applications.

 North America: Growth ranges from 1.0%-2.0%. The United States is a key

consumer, using Metaldehyde in targeted agricultural and horticultural contexts.

Trends focus on regulatory compliance and integrated pest management,

indicative of a mature market with limited expansion.

 Europe: Growth is projected at 0.5%-1.5%. The UK’s ban and strict EU

regulations significantly restrict growth. Market trends highlight a shift toward

alternative molluscicides and sustainable practices, signaling a declining market

presence.

 Rest of the World: Growth is estimated at 1.5%-2.5%. Emerging markets in

Latin America and Africa offer potential, driven by agricultural growth and lenient

regulatory frameworks. Trends include localized production to meet regional

needs and reduce reliance on imports.

Application Analysis

Metaldehyde’s applications span distinct sectors, each with specific growth paths and

trends.

 Molluscicide: Growth is estimated at 1.5%-2.5%. Dominating the market, this
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segment thrives on its effectiveness against snails and slugs in agriculture.

Trends include developing environmentally friendly formulations, such as

controlled-release granules, to mitigate regulatory concerns.

 Others: Growth ranges from 1.0%-2.0%. This category covers niche uses in

artificial rain production, fireworks, and solid fuel, showing modest growth.

Trends reflect demand for specialized, high-purity products for industrial

applications.

Key Market Players

The Metaldehyde market is influenced by key producers shaping its supply and

competitive dynamics.

Arxada: A global specialty chemicals leader, Arxada supplies Metaldehyde for

agricultural use, focusing on quality and innovation to maintain its market standing.

Xuzhou Nuote Chemical Co. Ltd.: With a 1,500-ton capacity facility in China, this firm

prioritizes cost-effective production to meet regional agricultural demands.

Haimen Zhaofeng Chemical Co. Ltd.: Operating a 700-ton capacity plant, this company

targets niche markets, ensuring reliability in its supply chain.

Inner Mongolia Laike Crop Protection Co. Ltd.: With a 2,000-ton capacity, this producer

focuses on agricultural applications, leveraging its pesticide production expertise.

Jiangsu Weunite Fine Chemical Co. Ltd.: Operating a 2,000-ton facility, this firm serves

both domestic and international markets with a focus on cost efficiency.

Porter’s Five Forces Analysis

The Metaldehyde market’s competitive landscape is assessed via Porter’s Five Forces

framework.

 Threat of New Entrants: Low. High entry barriers, including complex production

processes, capital intensity, and regulatory hurdles, favor established players

with scale and expertise.

+357 96 030922
info@marketpublishers.com

Metaldehyde Global Market Insights 2025, Analysis and Forecast to 2030, by Manufacturers, Regions, Technology,...

https://marketpublishers.com/report/organic_chemicals/aldehydes-ketones/metaldehyde-global-market-insights-2025-analysis-n-forecast-to-2030-by-manufacturers-regions-technology-application.html


 Bargaining Power of Suppliers: Moderate. Acetaldehyde suppliers influence

pricing and availability, but multiple sourcing options and integration by key

producers lessen this impact.

 Bargaining Power of Buyers: High. Agricultural buyers wield significant leverage

due to substitute availability and the commodity-like nature of molluscicides,

enhancing their negotiating strength.

 Threat of Substitutes: High. Alternatives like ferric phosphate and sulfur-based

products pose a strong threat, particularly in regulated regions, driving

substitution trends.

 Industry Rivalry: Moderate. Competition among firms like Arxada and regional

producers focuses on quality, innovation, and pricing, maintaining a competitive

yet stable environment.

Market Opportunities and Challenges

Opportunities

 Agricultural expansion in emerging economies, especially Asia-Pacific, offers

growth potential for Metaldehyde as a pest control solution.

 Innovations in formulation, such as controlled-release products, align with

environmental goals and enhance market viability.

 Niche applications in rain production and solid fuel provide steady, specialized

demand.

Challenges

 Stringent regulations, exemplified by the UK ban, limit market growth and

increase compliance costs.

 Substitute products, particularly eco-friendly alternatives, erode Metaldehyde’s

market share.
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 Raw material price volatility, notably for acetaldehyde, disrupts production

stability and cost predictability.
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