
Flat Knitting Machine Global Market Insights 2025,

Analysis and Forecast to 2030, by Manufacturers,

Regions, Technology, Application

https://marketpublishers.com/r/FF619C4C068FEN.html

Date: March 2025

Pages: 90

Price: US$ 3,200.00 (Single User License)

ID: FF619C4C068FEN

Abstracts

Flat Knitting Machine Market Summary

Introduction

Flat knitting machines are advanced textile manufacturing equipment designed to

produce knitted fabrics with precision and flexibility, catering to diverse applications

such as fashion apparel and technical textiles. These machines are characterized by

their ability to create complex patterns, seamless garments, and high-quality fabrics,

leveraging automated controls and versatile needle systems. The flat knitting machine

market operates within the broader textile machinery industry, driven by demand for

customized apparel, technical fabrics for industrial use, and innovations in automation

and sustainability. Its growth is influenced by global fashion trends, industrial

applications, and technological advancements, though it faces challenges from high

initial costs, competition from circular knitting machines, and fluctuating raw material

prices.

Market Size and Growth Forecast

The global flat knitting machine market is valued at approximately USD 1.2–1.8 billion in

2025, with a projected compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 2.5–4.5% through

2030. This moderate growth reflects steady demand from fashion and technical textile

sectors, supported by automation trends, though tempered by market maturity in some

regions and economic cycles.

Regional Analysis

Asia Pacific: Accounting for an estimated 45–50% of the market share, Asia Pacific

grows at 3–5%. China dominates as the largest producer and consumer, driven by its
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massive textile industry, while India and Bangladesh gain traction with apparel

exports. Trends focus on cost-effective automation and scalability, supported by low

labor costs and rising domestic demand.

Europe: Holding 25–30% of the market, Europe grows at 2–3.5%. Germany and Italy

lead, fueled by high-end fashion and technical textiles. Market trends emphasize

sustainability, with innovations in energy-efficient machines and circular economy

practices, though growth is limited by saturation.

North America: With a 15–20% share, North America grows at 2–4%. The United States

is the primary market, driven by technical textiles and niche fashion. Trends include

adoption of smart manufacturing and localized production, influenced by trade policies.

Rest of the World: Representing 10–15% of the market, this region grows at 2.5–4.5%.

Turkey and Brazil are key players, tied to apparel and industrial textile growth. Trends

prioritize affordable, versatile machines for emerging markets.

Application Analysis

Fashion: Expected to grow at 2–4%, this segment dominates due to demand for

customized apparel and seamless garments. Trends focus on fast fashion and

sustainable fabrics, driven by consumer preferences and e-commerce growth.

Technical Textiles: Projected at 3–5%, it serves industrial applications like automotive

and medical textiles. Trends emphasize durable, high-performance fabrics, supported

by infrastructure and healthcare advancements.

Key Market Players

SHIMA SEIKI: A global leader, SHIMA SEIKI specializes in advanced flat knitting

machines, offering cutting-edge solutions for fashion and technical textiles.

KARL MAYER: Known for its textile machinery expertise, it provides versatile flat

knitting systems for diverse applications.

Ningbo Cixing: A major Chinese player, it focuses on cost-effective machines for the

Asian market.

ChangShu ChuangFu: This firm supplies reliable knitting equipment, targeting regional

textile producers.

Tongxiang Giant STAR: It offers scalable solutions for apparel and industrial fabrics.

Ningbo Phanstar: A growing supplier, it caters to cost-sensitive markets with efficient

machines.

Porter’s Five Forces Analysis

Threat of New Entrants: Moderate; high capital and technical barriers deter entry,

though demand in emerging markets attracts niche players.

Threat of Substitutes: Medium; circular knitting machines compete for mass production,
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but flat machines’ precision sustains their niche.

Bargaining Power of Buyers: High; large textile firms negotiate pricing due to bulk

purchases, especially in Asia Pacific.

Bargaining Power of Suppliers: Medium; reliance on components like needles and

electronics gives suppliers leverage, offset by global sourcing.

Competitive Rivalry: High; players compete on innovation, cost, and sustainability,

driving advancements in automation.

Market Opportunities and Challenges

Opportunities:

-The vibrant fashion industry in Asia Pacific offers a compelling opportunity for flat

knitting machines, as demand for customized, high-quality apparel surges with

consumer trends and e-commerce growth. Producers can capitalize by enhancing

automation and design flexibility, cementing their place in this dynamic market.

-The expanding technical textile sector worldwide creates a favorable environment for

flat knitting machines, driven by needs in automotive, healthcare, and industrial

applications. Innovating with durable, high-performance machines can tap into this

trend, aligning with industries seeking advanced fabric solutions.

-Growing sustainability trends present a pathway for flat knitting machines, as eco-

conscious textiles gain traction. Developing energy-efficient, waste-reducing systems

can position manufacturers as leaders, appealing to markets prioritizing green

production practices.

Challenges:

-The substantial investment required for flat knitting machines limits accessibility,

particularly in emerging markets where financial constraints prevail. Producers must

explore cost-effective designs to broaden their reach, a challenge that looms large in

budget-sensitive regions.

-Fluctuations in raw material supply, such as yarns, introduce uncertainty into

production costs and planning. Manufacturers need to adopt flexible strategies to

manage these shifts, especially in fashion applications where cost consistency is

critical.

-Competition from circular knitting machines heightens the competitive landscape,

particularly for bulk fabric production where alternatives excel. Flat knitting machine

producers must highlight their precision and customization capabilities to maintain their

edge, a task that intensifies in cost-driven markets.
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