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Abstracts

OVERVIEW

The global dental industry is undergoing a structural transformation, driven by an aging

population, an increasing emphasis on aesthetic and cosmetic dentistry, and the rapid

digitization of dental workflows. At the very core of these restorative and prosthodontic

procedures lies the dental cement market. Dental cements are highly specialized,

biocompatible materials utilized extensively in clinical dentistry to attach indirect

restorations (such as crowns, bridges, inlays, onlays, and veneers) to natural tooth

structure or dental implants. Beyond their primary role as luting agents, these versatile

materials are also employed for pulpal protection, provisional restorations, and

specialized surgical dressings.

Historically, the dental profession relied on traditional formulations like zinc phosphate,

which, while offering high compressive strength, lacked true adhesive properties and

frequently caused postoperative sensitivity. The modern dental cement industry has

evolved into a highly sophisticated sector of materials science. Today’s advanced

formulations prioritize not only exceptional bond strength and durability but also superior

marginal sealing, optimal handling characteristics for the clinician, and flawless optical

properties to match the translucency of natural teeth. The paradigm has shifted towards

bioactive materials that actively interact with the tooth structure to prevent secondary

caries and promote remineralization.

The market encompasses a broad spectrum of products ranging from temporary

cements designed for easy removal, to permanent, dual-cure resin cements explicitly

engineered to bond with advanced ceramic and zirconia prosthetics milled via chairside

CAD/CAM (Computer-Aided Design and Computer-Aided Manufacturing) systems.

+357 96 030922
info@marketpublishers.com

Dental Cement Global Market Insights 2026, Analysis and Forecast to 2031

https://marketpublishers.com/report/medical_devices/dental/dental-cement-global-market-insights-2025-analysis-n-forecast-to-2030-by-manufacturers-regions-technology-application-product-type.html


Market Size and Growth Projections:

The global dental cement market is estimated to reach a valuation ranging from

1.3 billion USD to 2.1 billion USD in the year 2026.

Fueled by the escalating global volume of restorative procedures, rising

disposable incomes in emerging economies, and the booming cosmetic

dentistry sector, the market is projected to expand at a robust Compound

Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) ranging from 5.5% to 7.9% through the year 2031.

REGIONAL MARKET ANALYSIS

The clinical adoption, procurement patterns, and material preferences for dental

cements exhibit distinct regional variations, shaped by localized dental healthcare

infrastructures, insurance reimbursement frameworks, cultural emphasis on aesthetics,

and the prevalence of dental diseases.

North America

Estimated Market Share: 35% - 40%

Regional Trends: North America, led overwhelmingly by the United States,

represents the largest regional market for dental cements. This dominance is

sustained by a highly sophisticated dental healthcare infrastructure,

exceptionally high consumer spending on elective cosmetic dentistry, and a

rapidly aging population retaining their natural teeth longer, which necessitates

complex crown and bridge work. The region is characterized by a massive shift

toward Dental Service Organizations (DSOs), which consolidate independent

clinics and leverage immense purchasing power to procure high volumes of

premium dental materials. Furthermore, the North American market heavily

favors advanced resin-based cements and self-adhesive systems due to the

widespread adoption of digital scanning and CAD/CAM milling in private

practices, prioritizing speed, efficiency, and high-end aesthetics.

Europe
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Estimated Market Share: 25% - 30%

Regional Trends: Europe forms the second-largest geographic market, with

demand heavily anchored by countries such as Germany, Italy, the United

Kingdom, and France. The European market is significantly influenced by a

mature, aging demographic that drives a high volume of implantology and

prosthodontic rehabilitations. European clinicians traditionally show a strong

preference for highly biocompatible materials and evidence-based, scientifically

validated clinical workflows. The market is currently navigating the rigorous

implementation of the European Medical Device Regulation (MDR). This strict

regulatory framework ensures exceptional product safety and clinical efficacy

but creates high barriers to entry, favoring large, deeply capitalized global

manufacturers who can fund extensive clinical trials. Additionally, Scandinavian

countries are pioneering 'minimum intervention dentistry,' driving demand for

bioactive and fluoride-releasing glass ionomer cements.

Asia-Pacific (APAC)

Estimated Market Share: 18% - 22%

Estimated Growth Rate: 8.5% - 11.0% (Highest regional growth)

Regional Trends: The Asia-Pacific region is the most dynamic and rapidly

expanding market for dental restorative materials. This acceleration is driven by

massive population bases in China and India, the aggressive expansion of

private dental clinic networks, and rising middle-class disposable incomes.

Furthermore, countries like Thailand, India, and the Philippines have established

themselves as premier hubs for dental tourism, attracting international patients

seeking high-quality, cost-effective restorative care, thereby driving massive

localized consumption of premium dental cements. Within the regional

ecosystem, Taiwan, China plays a vital structural role; it serves as a critical hub

for high-precision dental manufacturing, supplying advanced components, micro-

instruments, and supporting the broader dental laboratory supply chain utilized

globally. Japan remains a highly mature sub-market, heavily dominated by

domestic manufacturers and an aging society that demands advanced

prosthodontic care.
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South America

Estimated Market Share: 6% - 9%

Regional Trends: The South American market is experiencing steady, robust

growth. Brazil is the absolute powerhouse of this region, boasting one of the

highest concentrations of dentists per capita globally. The Brazilian market is

deeply entrenched in a culture that heavily prioritizes dental aesthetics and

cosmetic perfection, creating immense demand for high-end resin cements used

in veneer and all-ceramic crown placements. While economic volatility and

inflation can occasionally impact purchasing power, the baseline demand for

restorative dentistry remains exceptionally resilient.

Middle East and Africa (MEA)

Estimated Market Share: 3% - 5%

Regional Trends: The MEA region is an emerging frontier with highly polarized

market dynamics. The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, such as the

United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia, are aggressively investing in state-of-

the-art 'smart' dental clinics and demonstrating a high willingness to procure the

most advanced, premium European and American dental materials. Conversely,

the broader African continent faces significant infrastructural deficits, a critical

shortage of trained dental professionals, and constrained healthcare budgets,

keeping the focus primarily on cost-effective, traditional materials like zinc

phosphate and basic glass ionomers.

MARKET SEGMENTATION: TYPE, MATERIAL, AND APPLICATION

By Type

Permanent Cements: This segment dominates the market in terms of revenue.

Permanent cements are designed to provide long-term, definitive fixation of

indirect restorations to the tooth structure. The clinical requirement for

permanent cements is extreme: they must withstand decades of occlusal (biting)

forces, resist dissolution in the harsh, wet environment of the oral cavity, and

maintain a hermetic seal to prevent bacterial microleakage.
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Temporary Cements: Also known as provisional cements, this segment is highly

crucial for modern dental workflows. When a tooth is prepared for a crown, a

temporary restoration is placed while the final prosthetic is fabricated in a dental

lab. Temporary cements must hold the provisional crown securely in place for

several weeks but allow for easy, non-destructive removal by the dentist when

the permanent crown arrives. The trend here is toward eugenol-free

formulations, as eugenol can inhibit the polymerization (curing) of the final resin

cement used later.

By Material

Resin-Based: Representing the highest growth and largest revenue share, resin

cements are the cornerstone of modern aesthetic dentistry. They offer

unparalleled bond strength, are highly insoluble in oral fluids, and are available

in various shades to perfectly match the translucency of all-ceramic and zirconia

restorations (like veneers and e.max crowns). The trend is heavily skewed

toward 'self-adhesive' dual-cure resin cements that eliminate the need for

separate acid-etching and bonding steps, drastically reducing technique

sensitivity and saving chair time.

Glass Ionomer (GI): Highly valued for their chemical adhesion to tooth structure

and their unique ability to release fluoride over time. This fluoride release

actively prevents secondary caries (decay) at the margin of the crown. GI

cements are heavily utilized in pediatric dentistry, geriatric dentistry, and for

patients with high caries risk. The development of Resin-Modified Glass

Ionomers (RMGIs) has bridged the gap, combining the fluoride release of GIs

with the enhanced strength and lower solubility of resins.

Zinc-oxide Eugenol (ZOE): Primarily used for temporary cementation and pulpal

protection. Eugenol has a unique, palliative (soothing) effect on an inflamed

dental pulp, making it ideal for deep cavities. However, its low physical strength

relegates it mostly to provisional use.

Polycarboxylate: One of the earlier adhesive cements, offering chemical bonding

to the tooth. While largely superseded by GIs and resins, it remains in use due

to its excellent biocompatibility and low post-operative sensitivity, often used for

cementation of cast alloy crowns.
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Zinc Phosphate: The oldest traditional luting cement, possessing a clinical track

record of over a century. Known for its high compressive strength, it is still used

for metal-based restorations. However, its highly acidic initial pH can irritate the

dental pulp, and its lack of chemical adhesion is causing a steady decline in

market share compared to modern alternatives.

Others: This includes emerging bioactive and bioceramic cements (often based

on calcium silicates) that actively stimulate the formation of secondary dentin

and promote true tissue healing, representing the cutting-edge frontier of the

market.

By Application

Luting: This is the largest application segment. 'Luting' refers to the process of

cementing crowns, bridges, inlays, onlays, and orthodontic bands to teeth. The

explosive growth in zirconia and lithium disilicate restorations has directly

catalyzed the demand for advanced luting agents that can chemically bond to

these dense ceramics.

Pulpal Protection: Used as cavity liners or bases beneath deep fillings. These

materials act as a thermal and electrical insulator, protecting the sensitive nerve

(pulp) of the tooth from the harsh chemicals of filling materials and temperature

changes, preventing post-operative pain.

Restorations: Certain high-viscosity glass ionomer cements are used not just as

glue, but as the actual filling material itself, particularly in pediatric patients or in

atraumatic restorative treatment (ART) techniques in developing regions.

Surgical Dressing: Specialized cements used in periodontics and oral surgery to

cover and protect the surgical site (like a gingival graft) during the initial healing

phase, providing patient comfort and preventing infection.

INDUSTRY CHAIN AND VALUE CHAIN STRUCTURE

The dental cement market operates on a highly precise, meticulously regulated industry

chain that merges advanced industrial chemistry with clinical ergonomics.
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Upstream Sector

The upstream involves the sourcing and refinement of high-purity chemical raw

materials. For resin cements, this requires sophisticated methacrylate monomers (like

Bis-GMA or UDMA), photoinitiators that react to dental curing lights, and silanated filler

particles (like barium glass or silica) that provide strength and radiopacity. Glass

ionomers require fluoroaluminosilicate glass powders and polyacrylic acid liquids. The

cost and availability of these highly specialized, medical-grade raw chemicals directly

dictate the baseline manufacturing costs.

Midstream Sector

The midstream encompasses the formulation, compounding, and packaging by Original

Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs). This phase requires extreme precision in cleanroom

environments. The most significant value addition in the midstream sector over the past

decade has been in delivery systems. Moving away from messy hand-mixing of

powders and liquids, manufacturers have invested heavily in proprietary 'automix'

syringes and pre-dosed capsules. These delivery systems ensure a perfect, bubble-free

mix every time, drastically reducing human error in the clinic. Midstream players must

adhere to stringent ISO standards (such as ISO 4049 for polymer-based restorative

materials).

Downstream Sector

The downstream sector consists of a complex distribution network. It includes global

dental supply distributors, direct sales forces, Group Purchasing Organizations (GPOs),

and Dental Service Organizations (DSOs). The ultimate end-users are the dentists,

prosthodontists, and dental laboratory technicians. The downstream dynamic heavily

relies on clinical education; companies must invest massive resources into Key Opinion

Leaders (KOLs) and hands-on workshops to train dentists on the precise protocols

required for their specific cements.

Value Chain Analysis

The value chain in the dental cement market heavily rewards proprietary chemistry and

ease of use. While basic zinc phosphate is highly commoditized with low margins,

patented self-adhesive resin cements command massive price premiums. Furthermore,

companies that successfully integrate their cements into a broader 'closed ecosystem'
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(e.g., selling the CAD/CAM milling machine, the ceramic block, and the specific cement

formulated to bond them perfectly together) capture immense, highly defensible value

across the entire restorative workflow.

KEY MARKET PLAYERS

The global dental cement market is highly consolidated at the top, dominated by

massive, diversified dental conglomerates with deep clinical legacies, alongside

specialized regional powerhouses.

Dentsply Sirona: The undisputed global behemoth in the dental industry.

Dentsply Sirona offers a massive, integrated ecosystem of dental products.

Their Calibra line of cements is globally recognized. Their unparalleled scale

allows them to bundle their cements with their dominant endodontic and

CAD/CAM (CEREC) portfolios, making them a preferred vendor for large

hospital networks and DSOs globally.

Solventum: Following its spin-off from 3M Health Care, Solventum inherits one

of the most formidable material science legacies in dentistry. Their RelyX brand

(including RelyX Universal and RelyX Luting Plus) is arguably the most

recognized resin cement franchise in the world. Solventum’s deep expertise in

adhesion chemistry, nanotechnology, and ergonomic automix syringe design

keeps them at the very forefront of the global market.

Ivoclar Vivadent: A premier Liechtenstein-based company universally revered

for its focus on high-end aesthetic dentistry. Ivoclar is the creator of the IPS

e.max ceramic system. Consequently, their Variolink and SpeedCEM resin

cements are specifically formulated to provide the absolute highest optical and

adhesive outcomes for all-ceramic restorations, commanding immense brand

loyalty among elite cosmetic dentists.

GC Corporation: A dominant Japanese powerhouse that holds the undisputed

crown in Glass Ionomer technology. Their Fuji line of cements (like Fuji I, Fuji

Plus, and FujiCEM) is legendary for reliability, biocompatibility, and fluoride

release. GC's corporate philosophy heavily emphasizes 'Minimum Intervention,'

aligning perfectly with global trends toward tooth-preserving, bioactive materials.

Kerr Corporation: Part of the Envista Holdings umbrella, Kerr has a deep,

century-old legacy in restorative dentistry. Their Nexus and Maxcem lines of
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resin cements are highly regarded for their robust bond strengths and simplified

clinical workflows, supported by one of the largest global distribution networks in

the industry.

Coltene: A highly respected Swiss manufacturer known for precision and

reliability. Coltene’s SpeedCEM and SoloCem lines offer highly efficient, self-

adhesive solutions. They focus heavily on the clinical ergonomics of their

delivery systems and provide robust solutions for both traditional and digital

restorative workflows.

SHOFU Dental GmbH: A major Japanese manufacturer that distinguishes itself

through its proprietary 'Giomer' technology. Their BeautiCem line utilizes surface

pre-reacted glass-ionomer (S-PRG) fillers, combining the superior aesthetics

and strength of resins with the active, long-term fluoride release and recharge

capabilities of glass ionomers.

BISCO: Based in the US, BISCO is widely considered an absolute authority on

dental adhesion chemistry. Their TheraCem (a bioactive, calcium and fluoride-

releasing cement) and Duo-Link lines are highly prized by clinicians who

prioritize the absolute science of bonding. They cater heavily to the advanced

prosthodontic demographic.

SDI Limited: An Australian powerhouse that has rapidly expanded its global

footprint. SDI's Riva line of glass ionomer and resin-modified glass ionomer

cements is highly competitive, offering excellent handling characteristics and

strong clinical outcomes, particularly favored in the APAC and European

markets.

DMG: A German company renowned for inventing the automix cartridge system,

fundamentally changing how dental materials are dispensed. Their PermaCem

line benefits from this legacy of precision delivery, ensuring consistent, bubble-

free cementation, highly favored in busy European and North American clinics.

META-BIOMED: A South Korean medical and dental innovator rapidly gaining

global market share. They specialize in endodontic and restorative materials,

pushing the boundaries of bioceramic technology to provide highly

biocompatible, tissue-friendly sealing and luting solutions.

FGM Dental Group: The dominant leader in the Brazilian market and a rapidly
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expanding force throughout Latin America. FGM’s Allcem resin cements

provide highly aesthetic, reliable outcomes at extremely competitive price points,

perfectly tailored to the booming cosmetic dentistry sector in South America.

Medental International: A strategic player focused on providing a comprehensive

range of reliable, cost-effective dental materials. They serve as a critical

supplier, particularly in emerging markets, ensuring that essential, high-quality

temporary and permanent cements remain accessible across diverse global

healthcare economies.

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES

Market Opportunities

The Rise of Bioactive Cements: The most significant growth opportunity lies in

transitioning from passive materials to active biological agents. Cements that

release calcium, phosphate, and fluoride to actively remineralize the underlying

tooth structure, while simultaneously raising the local pH to inhibit bacterial

growth, represent the future standard of care.

Proliferation of Chairside CAD/CAM: The explosion of digital dentistry, where a

dentist scans a tooth and mills a zirconia crown in-office in a single visit,

necessitates highly specialized dual-cure resin cements. Manufacturers who

design cements specifically tailored for the rapid workflow and unique bonding

requirements of in-office milled ceramics will capture massive high-margin

growth.

Growing Geriatric Population: Global demographics are shifting toward older

populations who are retaining their natural dentition longer than previous

generations. This results in highly complex prosthodontic needs, root caries, and

a massive baseline demand for reliable, long-term luting agents and

biocompatible glass ionomers.

Market Challenges

Extreme Technique Sensitivity: Advanced resin cements, while incredibly strong,

are notoriously unforgiving. If the tooth preparation is contaminated by a single
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drop of saliva or blood, the chemical bond will fail, leading to crown

decementation. The ongoing challenge for manufacturers is engineering highly

moisture-tolerant adhesives that perform reliably in the chaotic environment of

the human mouth.

Stringent Regulatory Hurdles: The transition to the European Medical Device

Regulation (MDR) and the FDA’s tightening requirements for biocompatibility

testing have exponentially increased R&D costs and prolonged the time-to-

market for new cement formulations, acting as a severe bottleneck for smaller,

innovative manufacturers.

Raw Material Volatility and Supply Chain Constraints: The specialized chemical

components and high-purity glass fillers required for these products are

susceptible to global supply chain disruptions. Geopolitical tensions and

fluctuations in the specialty chemical sector can severely impact production

costs and inventory availability.
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