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Netscribes’ latest market research report titled Tire Market in China 2014 describes the

dynamics of tire production and sales in China. Tires can be pneumatic, semi

pneumatic, retreaded, solid or of cushion type based on manufacturing process. Based

on structure, they can be either bias ply or radial. Radial tires help to reduce costs, and

China has the world’s largest truck and bus radial market in terms of production

capacity. China has huge export demand for its tires, and US is the largest customer of

Chinese tire exports. Growth in overseas markets is facilitated by the fact that China-

made tires provide dealers with a better margin and profit than the tires produced by

global majors.

Demand for China tire is driven by huge growth in automobile sales, with tire

manufacturers in China capitalizing on the opportunities provided by original equipment

manufacturers as well as replacement demand of tires. Challenges faced by the tire

industry in China include trade restrictions in overseas markets, competition from

foreign players in the domestic market and volatile prices of raw materials. Government

of China has laid down several standards for production of tires, which should help

domestically produced tires to compete in foreign markets. Though retreading of tires is

hardly practised in China, it is an upcoming trend in the tire industry along with players’

focus on radial tires, tubeless tires and green tires.
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