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The United States white canes market is expected to grow at an impressive growth rate
of 7.1% compounded annually for the forecast period between 2023 and 2030. In 2022,
the United States white canes market will be valued at USD 38.4 million in 2022, which
Is estimated to reach USD 66.5 million in 2030. White Canes caters to the needs of
individuals with visual impairments and blindness, offering essential mobility aids for
safe navigation and independence. Incidences of visual impairment and blindness are
increasing in the country, generating requirements for mobility tools like white canes.
With its substantial population of individuals affected by visual impairments, the United
States has witnessed the steady growth of the white canes market. The United States
white canes market is driven by a large population who faces vision disabilities due to
growing age and untreated eye-related problems. As of now more than 7 million people
in United States are living with visual acuity loss and more than 1 million of them are
suffering from blindness.

United States white canes market is shaped by a large population, technological
advancement, growing awareness for mobility tools and visual impairments, training and
education and support from government agencies and departments. Social groups and
non-government agencies are a critical source of distribution and generating awareness
for white canes in the United States. With the integration of technology in simple white
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canes , these sticks are transforming, making life and mobility easier for the
user.

Growing Visual-Impaired Population

United States has a significant population of visually impaired individuals due to various
reasons like injuries, growing age and diabetic retinopathy. With an ageing population,
there has been a notable increase in age-related visual impairments. Conditions such
as macular degeneration, cataracts and glaucoma become more prevalent with
advancing age. The number of adults aged 65 years and older with visual impairments
(18%) is three times higher than the proportion of people under 65 (6%). As baby
boomers age, the number of elderly persons with visual impairments is expected to rise
dramatically over the next 30 years. In the United States, permanent vision loss affects
20% of adults over the age of 85, and it is estimated that vision loss and impairment are
among the top 10 reasons that cause disability among the age group of people older
than 18 years of age. The United States white canes market is being driven heavily
because of a large population that is aging and has vision-related disability.

Education and Training for White Canes

Blind and visually impaired people can travel freely and safely with the help of white
cane, which enables them to lead full and independent lives. There are several training
and educational programmes available to provide visually impaired people with the
knowledge and abilities needed to use white canes confidently and efficiently. The
training and assistance provided by rehabilitation facilities, educational institutions and
organizations are crucial. These training and assistance institutions are major points of
distributing and selling white canes in United States. Since 2008, the National
Federation of the Blind has given away over 64,000 free white canes. Apart from the
distribution and sales generation point of view, these centres are also huge consumers
of white canes.

Leader Dogs for the Blind in Michigan is committed to preparing people with vision
impairments to move safely and independently with a white cane or a guide dog. Their
Orientation and Mobility (O&M) training programme uses a unigue method to teaching
how to utilise a white cane for mobility. It is also free for anyone with sight loss who
wants to travel with more freedom and efficiency.

Smart Canes and Technology Integration
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United States white canes market is being transformed with the integration of
technology in the white canes to help users navigate their surroundings better and
enhance their safety. Technology integration enhances users' mobility and confidence
whenever they walk out of their homes for routine tasks or go out in public spaces like
parks or for walks. Technology is integrated into white canes to develop Position
Locator Devices (PLDs), Electronic Travel Aids (ETAs) and Electronic Orientation Aids
(EOASs). ETAs use sensors to capture sensory input for use in navigation. EOAs aid
impaired people in navigation by providing orientation. PLDs employ the Global
Positioning System (GPS) and other approaches to assist blind people in localization
and tracking. These state-of-the-art technologies in the United States white canes
market for increased immediate tactile information about the ground, drop-offs, direct
physical interaction, and signaling effects with surroundings.

Engineers at the University of Colorado Boulder , United States, have created an Al-
powered walking stick that can assist those with vision problems or who are blind in
navigating daily tasks. The assistive technology adds functions to a traditional walking
stick. The walking stick maps and details the world around it using a camera and
computer vision technologies.

Impact of COVID-19

The assistive technology market and, consequently, the United States white canes
market have both been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Lockdowns and other
social isolation measures affected customer behavior of the blind and visually impaired
population in the United States, as people with visual disability preferred to stay inside
and maintain social distancing measures. Pandemic restrictions caused closures and
then delays in reopening training centers, rehabilitation centers, and other
organizations, which are key parts of the United States white canes market. However,
the pandemic highlighted how crucial assistive technology is to preserving freedom,
particularly for vulnerable people. Once normalcy returned in the United States, the
market picked up its pace once again and started growing significantly, and technology
came into play in white canes.

Key Players Landscape and Outlook

The United States White Canes Market features several players that manufacture and
cater to the needs of the blind and visually impaired population of the United States with
white canes. Government agencies and NGOs are key in distributing and creating
awareness for the white canes. The outlook for the United States white canes market
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will be shaped by technological integration & advancements and customization options
as per the customer needs. With the growing ages in the United States, the population
of the visually impaired will increase and create opportunities for market players. Online
sales channels will emerge as a medium of distribution and sales, but collaboration with
NGOs and NPOs will still be the primary sales point. As the United States white canes
market continues to evolve, new players may emerge, and existing players may
introduce innovative products to meet the changing needs of users.
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