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Abstracts

United States Polyurethane (PU) Foam Buffing and Polishing Pads Market size was

valued at USD 68.46 million in 2022 and is estimated to reach USD 96.76 million by

2030 growing at a CAGR of 4.42% for the forecast period between 2023 and 2030F.

The expanding automobile sector fuelled by strong consumer demand along with the

start of huge infrastructure projects are the main factors driving up the market of PU

buffing and polishing pads in the United States.

The current market scenario places a strong emphasis on surface aesthetics across

various industries. However, it is not just the visual appeal that is important; maintaining

the surfaces of assets such as vehicles and household items is also crucial for

prolonging their lifespan. This has led to an increased demand for polyurethane (PU)

buffing and polishing pads. Moreover, the growing preference for eco-friendly solutions

and recyclable products has further amplified the demand for PU pads due to their

recyclable and environmentally friendly nature compared to other polymer pads. As a

result, the United States market for PU foam buffing and polishing pads is expected to

experience significant growth. Businesses operating in this market need to stay updated

on current market trends to capitalize on the opportunities arising from the increasing

demand for surface customization and maintenance.
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Strong Automotive Industry

Increasing vehicle ownership, technological advancements and growing consumer

demand in the United States is driving up the Automotive Sector. Automotive, being one

of the biggest downstream for PU buffing and polishing pads, the growth in the sector is

likely to drive up the requirement of PU pads as the need for detailing and restoration

will be high.

Despite certain supply chain issues in the United States hampering the production of

Automotive by a bit, the sales of automotive in the country rose by 4.2% during January

2022 . The rising sales trend continued throughout the rest of 2022, abetting the

growing demand scenario for the PU pads.

Construction and Infrastructure Development

The construction sector in the United States experienced significant growth during the

beginning of 2023, with the initiation of several non-residential projects. Notable

examples include the Golden Triangle Ethylene Cracker Plant, various energy storage

projects, the expansion of Florida lanes, and the construction of college stadiums. This

surge in activity led to a remarkable of 27% increase in the number of new construction

project starting between the fourth quarter of 2022 and the first quarter of 2023. As the

American market continues to invest in infrastructure projects, the demand for

polyurethane (PU) buffing and polishing pads has also seen a corresponding rise.

These pads play a crucial role in surface preparation and finishing in new construction

projects. With the increased emphasis on surface aesthetics and maintenance,

contractors and builders recognize the importance of achieving smooth and flawless

surfaces in their constructions.

PU foam pads are highly effective in preparing surfaces by removing imperfections,

smoothing out rough areas, and creating a uniform texture. They are particularly well-

suited for use on various construction materials, including concrete, metal, and wood.

The pads' durability and versatility make them an ideal choice for contractors looking to

achieve high-quality surface finishes in their projects. Moreover, the growth in

infrastructure investments aligns with the overall trend of eco-friendly and sustainable

solutions in the construction industry. PU foam buffing and polishing pads offer the

advantage of being recyclable and environmentally friendly compared to alternative

polymer pads. This aspect resonates well with the increasing preference for greener

construction practices and materials.
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As the demand for PU buffing and polishing pads continues to rise in tandem with the

expanding construction sector, businesses operating in this market have a significant

opportunity for growth. By providing high-quality PU pads that cater to the specific

needs of surface preparation and finishing in construction projects, companies can

capitalize on the increased requirements and establish a strong presence in the growing

market.

Advanced Material Science

The United States market for polyurethane (PU) foam buffing and polishing pads is

experiencing a surge in adoption due to innovation and advancements in product

offerings. Manufacturers have introduced advanced foam formulations and abrasives

that offer improved durability, increased cutting efficiency, and an overall enhanced user

experience. These innovations have created a significant market opportunity and are

driving the adoption of PU foam buffing and polishing pads.

The utilization of these advanced PU pads enables businesses to achieve superior

surface smoothness, gloss, and cleanliness. By utilizing these pads, companies can

effectively remove imperfections, scratches, and blemishes from surfaces, resulting in a

higher level of perceived quality for their products. The improved aesthetic

attractiveness of the finished surfaces helps businesses create a positive impression

among customers, enhancing their brand image and increasing customer satisfaction.

Furthermore, the use of PU buffing and polishing pads also contributes to operational

efficiency. The durability and cutting efficiency offered by these pads allow businesses

to achieve desired surface finishes more effectively and with reduced effort and time.

This improved efficiency translates to cost savings and increased productivity, making

PU foam pads a preferred choice for businesses across various industries.

Rise of E-commerce and DIY Culture

E-commerce platforms offer an extensive selection of PU buffing and polishing pads,

providing consumers with a broader range of options compared to traditional brick-and-

mortar stores. Online platforms also cater to niche purposes, further fueling the

purchasing inclination toward PU pads in the American market. Additionally, the

prevalent Do-It-Yourself (DIY) culture in the United States, where a majority of

Americans (70% ) prefer to undertake home improvements themselves rather than

hiring professionals, coupled with the increased accessibility of PU pads, has motivated

consumers to engage in surface restoration and detailing tasks for their vehicles and
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furniture. This has resulted in an enhanced demand scenario in the United States

market.

Impact of COVID-19

The initial impact of COVID-19 caused a decline in the PU buffing and polishing market

in the United States because of several factors like disrupted supply chain, tightness in

upstream polyols supply and fluctuating consumer buying sentiments. However, the

drop in PU pads was temporary as the market situation took a turn with high usage of

PU pads like automotive aftermarkets. Furthermore, DIY activities rose during the

pandemic. While the physical stores were closed owing to the covid related restrictions,

consumers leaned towards online platforms leading to increased online sales of PU

pads making them more accessible and driving up the demand scenario of the

commodity.

Impact of Russia-Ukraine War

The direct impact of the Russia-Ukraine war on the United States market for PU foam

buffing and polishing pads was minimal or non-existent. However, there were certain

indirect effects resulting from the geopolitical tension that affected the PU pad market in

the United States. Due to the imposition of bans on Russian imports by several

European countries, the United States stepped in to meet the import demands. This led

to an increase in exports of feedstocks such as natural gas and upstream chemical

supplies from the United States to Europe. As a consequence, the supply conditions for

commodities like PU pads tightened in the United States market.

Nevertheless, over time, the increased production of feedstock natural gas in the United

States for European imports turned out to be advantageous for domestic manufacturers.

They were able to benefit from the situation as it created a favorable environment for

their production and supply of PU foam buffing and polishing pads within the United

States market.

Key Players Landscape and Outlook

Companies operating in the United States PU foam buffing and polishing pads market

are expanding their product portfolio for niche applications. In recent years, Companies

are launching waffle polishing pads for rotary systems in the United States due to

several reasons. Firstly, there is a substantial market demand for high-quality

automotive and industrial polishing tools. Secondly, country’s manufacturers prioritize
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adhering to strict quality standards, ensuring reliable and effective products.

Additionally, local production allows for customization and innovation based on

customer feedback and industry trends. Manufacturing domestically improves supply

chain efficiency by reducing shipping times and costs. Hence, owing to the demand for

waffle polishing pads, companies in United States market are launching new products.

For instance, in 2022, RUPES unveiled its latest offering, the WAFFLE POLISHING

PADS. These foam pads are meticulously crafted to enhance the capabilities of their

Rotary Polishing System, enabling users to achieve exceptional performance with any

rotary polisher currently available in the United States market. The introduction of these

pads expands the range of choices for professionals and enthusiasts, providing them

with a versatile tool to achieve outstanding results in their polishing endeavors.
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