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Abstracts

Asia-Pacific underwater hotels market is anticipated to grow at a CAGR of 14.2%

between 2023 and 2030. The market was estimated to be worth USD 1.01 billion in

2022 and is expected to reach USD 2.9 billion by 2030. Asia-Pacific has emerged as a

fascinating and dynamic hub for the underwater hotels market, reflecting the global

fascination with immersive and unique travel experiences. The market has been steadily

growing, buoyed by the region's diverse coastal landscapes, robust tourism industry,

and increasing demand for extraordinary accommodations.

Countries like the Maldives, with its luxurious submerged suites and vibrant marine life,

have set the stage for the region's prominence in underwater hospitality. Additionally,

destinations in the Philippines, Thailand, and Australia have begun exploring

underwater tourism opportunities, contributing to the Asia-Pacific’s market growth.

The market appeal lies in its ability to cater to a range of travelers, from honeymooners

to adventure enthusiasts yearning for unparalleled experiences. The region's

technological prowess has facilitated the construction and maintenance of unique
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structures, making them more accessible and sustainable. While the COVID-19

pandemic temporarily impacted travel and tourism globally, the market exhibited

resilience and adaptability, with some underwater hotels enhancing their health and

safety protocols to meet the evolving needs of travelers. As international travel gradually

resumes and tourists seek exclusive and memorable escapes, the underwater hotels in

the region are poised to play a pivotal role in redefining luxury and adventure in the

hospitality industry.

Picturesque Settings Provide an Ideal Backdrop

Asia-Pacific has natural scenic beauty, especially in marine environments, and this

unparalleled allure plays a pivotal role in driving the growth of underwater hotels. The

region is home to some of the world's most breathtaking underwater landscapes,

including the renowned coral reefs of the Maldives and the vibrant marine ecosystems

of the Great Barrier Reef in Australia. The sheer natural beauty of these coastal regions

provides a picturesque and captivating backdrop for underwater accommodation.

Travelers are attracted to the region to immerse themselves in pristine and vibrant

underwater worlds. The chance to wake up to coral gardens and tropical fish beyond

their windows is a compelling and unforgettable experience, making underwater hotels

a highly sought-after choice for those seeking to connect with the mesmerizing natural

beauty of the ocean.

Advances in Construction Technology and Underwater Architecture

Technological advancements are a driving force behind the growth of the underwater

hotels market in Asia-Pacific. These innovations have transformed the feasibility and

sustainability of underwater construction, making it more appealing for developers and

investors. Advanced construction techniques, such as underwater welding and

specialized materials that can withstand underwater pressures, have made it possible to

build and maintain underwater structures more efficiently and safely. Additionally,

innovative architectural designs and engineering solutions enable the creation of

aesthetically pleasing and functional underwater accommodations. In the region, where

natural beauty abounds in marine environments, these technological advances have

paved the way for luxurious underwater resorts seamlessly blending with the

surrounding oceanic landscapes.

In March 2022, Conrad Maldives Rangali Island provided an exclusive preview of its

extensive multi-million-dollar renovation initiative leading to its official 'Grand Relaunch.”

This two-year transformation encompassed the refurbishment of 50 overwater villas and
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the spa and the introduction of a state-of-the-art gym facility. The primary goal of these

enhancements was to strengthen the connection with the pristine natural environment

while delivering a modern and enriched experience to the resort's valued guests.

Cultural Experiences with a Blend of Luxury

Cultural appeal plays a significant role in driving the underwater hotels market in Asia-

Pacific. The region is diverse and culturally rich, with many traditions, cuisines, and

lifestyles. Underwater hotels in the region have recognized the importance of integrating

local culture into the guest experience. The hotels often offer cultural immersion

activities, such as culinary experiences featuring local cuisine and opportunities to

engage with local artisans. These cultural elements enhance the overall stay, providing

guests with a deeper connection to the region they are visiting.

The fusion of cultural appeal with the novelty of underwater accommodations creates a

compelling proposition for travelers seeking both luxury and authenticity. It allows

guests to experience the underwater world and engage with the vibrant cultures that

make the region captivating. For instance, in September 2022, in honor of the

commencement of Navratri, VGP Marine Kingdom unveiled India's inaugural

underwater bommai golu exhibit, meticulously designed to withstand submersion

without dissolution.

Government Support

Many regional governments actively encourage and facilitate tourism and hospitality

projects, including underwater hotels, to boost the local economy and tourism sector.

Governments often provide incentives such as tax breaks, subsidies, or regulatory

assistance to attract developers and investors to undertake such unique and often

capital-intensive ventures. They recognize the potential for these projects to create jobs,

generate revenue, and promote the region as a tourism hotspot.

Additionally, governments help streamline the permitting and regulatory processes for

underwater hotel construction, ensuring that environmental and safety standards are

met while expediting project timelines. Such support makes it easier for developers to

bring underwater hotel concepts to fruition and enhance the region's overall

competitiveness in the tourism market. As a result of the governmental backing, the

underwater hotels market in the region has seen increased investments and the

development of world-class underwater accommodations that contribute significantly to

the region's appeal as an underwater tourism destination.
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Impact of COVID-19

The COVID-19 pandemic substantially impacted the underwater hotels market in Asia-

Pacific, as global tourism and hospitality sector halted. The underwater hotels faced

unique challenges during this crisis. Travel restrictions, lockdowns, and reduced

international tourism greatly affected the underwater hotels in the region, leading to

temporary closures, dropping occupancy rates, and significant revenue losses. The fear

of contracting the virus and uncertainty regarding travel safety discouraged potential

guests from booking exclusive, expensive accommodations. Many development

projects and expansion plans were on hold due to the uncertainty and economic

downturn caused by the pandemic.

However, some underwater hotels adapted by implementing rigorous health and safety

measures to attract travelers seeking isolated and exclusive experiences during the

pandemic. As travel gradually resumed, the market started to recover, with the unique

appeal of underwater hotels attracting tourists looking for extraordinary and secluded

getaways in the region. While the impact of COVID-19 was significant, the underwater

hotels market in the region displayed resilience and adaptability, positioning itself for

gradual recovery in a post-pandemic world.

Key Players Landscape and Outlook

Asia-Pacific underwater hotels market is characterized by a growing number of key

players shaping the region's unique and evolving hospitality landscape. While the

underwater hotels market in the region is relatively niche compared to other segments,

it has been steadily gaining prominence due to the region's marine environments and

increasing demand for exclusive and immersive experiences. Key players in the

region’s underwater hotels market include renowned resorts like Conrad Maldives

Rangali Island, The Manta Resort, Tanzania, and InterContinental Shanghai

Wonderland, China.

These establishments offer partially submerged accommodations, such as underwater

suites and restaurants, providing guests with breathtaking views of marine life. The

outlook for the market remains optimistic, although it is essential to consider the impact

of the COVID-19 pandemic. As international travel gradually resumed and travelers

searched for secluded and extraordinary getaways, underwater hotels in the region

grew in popularity. The sustainability and eco-friendliness of these accommodations are

expected to play a significant role in shaping the market's future.
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Furthermore, ongoing technological advancements, innovative architectural designs,

and commitment to preserve the fragile marine ecosystems will contribute to the

region's growth and sustainability of underwater hotels.
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