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Oxalic acid is an organic compound with the formula C2H204. It is a colorless
crystalline solid that forms a colorless solution in water. Its condensed formula is
HOOCCOOH, reflecting its classification as the simplest dicarboxylic acid. Its acid
strength is much greater than that of acetic acid. Oxalic acid is a reducing agent and its
conjugate base, known as oxalate is a chelating agent for metal cations. Excessive
ingestion of oxalic acid or prolonged skin contact can be dangerous. Oxalic acid is an
organic compound having many uses in different industries, such as in pharmaceutical
industry for production of medicines like tetracycline, aureomycin, oxytetracycline and
others; as a bleaching agents for straw hats; in laundries for removing color, paint, iron
rust stains, varnish, and ink stains; in calico printing and dyeing; in dyeing and calico
printing. Oxalic acid is also used for metal polishing and wood cleaning. It is also used
in the leather tanning process and as a precipitating agent in the Rare Earth's industry.

Currently the import market size of oxalic acid industry is around MT, globally there is
around existing consumers Oxalic Acid. Oxalic acid plays a vital role as rust-remover for
metal treatment industry as well as water treatment. The estimated oxalic acid
consumption was about 490 million metric tons at the end of 2016.
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