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Abstracts

Diclofenac is a medicine called a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug. It is also known

as 'an NSAID'. Diclofenac is given to treat painful conditions such as arthritis, sprains

and strains, gout, migraine, dental pain, and pain after surgical operations. It eases pain

and reduces inflammation. Diclofenac is available on prescription. Diclofenac works by

blocking the effect of chemicals in your body, called cyclo-oxygenase (COX) enzymes.

These enzymes help to make other chemicals in the body, called prostaglandins.

Prostaglandins are produced at sites of injury or damage, and cause pain and

inflammation. By blocking the effect of COX enzymes, fewer prostaglandins are

produced, which means pain and inflammation are eased.

There are two forms of diclofenac - diclofenac sodium and diclofenac potassium. The

main difference between the two is that diclofenac potassium is absorbed into the body

more quickly than diclofenac sodium
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