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The global Thickeners and Clarifiers market size is predicted to grow from US$ 452
million in 2025 to US$ 608 million in 2032; it is expected to grow at a CAGR of 4.2%
from 2026 to 2032.

Thickeners and Clarifiers are large-scale solid-liquid separation equipment used to
separate suspended solids from process slurries or wastewater through gravity
sedimentation, flocculation-assisted settling and controlled solids discharge, and are
widely applied in mining and mineral processing, metallurgy, chemical processing, coal
preparation, aggregates, industrial wastewater treatment and water recycling systems.
Although thickeners and clarifiers share similar basic structures—including a circular
settling tank, feedwell, drive mechanism, rake or sludge collection system, overflow
launder and underflow discharge—their process objectives are different. A thickener is
primarily designed to maximize the concentration of solids in the underflow by removing
as much liquid as practical from a slurry, while recovering clarified overflow water for
reuse; a clarifier is primarily designed to maximize the clarity of the overflow by
removing relatively low concentrations of suspended solids from a liquid stream. FLS
describes both thickening and clarification as solid-liquid separation processes, with
thickeners focusing on increasing solids concentration and clarifiers focusing on
producing clarified water. Modern thickening systems include conventional, high-rate,
high-density, high-compression, paste and deep-cone designs, while clarifiers include
conventional clarifiers, solids-contact clarifiers, inclined-plate clarifiers and other high-
efficiency clarification systems. Depending on process requirements, equipment may
incorporate high-efficiency feedwells, automatic dilution, flocculant preparation and
dosing, high-torque rake drives, bed-level measurement and automated control
systems. DELKOR, for example, supplies thickener and clarifier systems with diameters
ranging from approximately 1 to 100 m and offers high-rate, high-density and paste
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thickener configurations, while clarifiers are optimized where overflow water
quality and low suspended-solids concentration are the principal objectives. The global
annual sales volume of Thickeners and Clarifiers is estimated at approximately
800-1,500 units, with an average equipment price of around US$0.4—1.2 million per
unit.

The global Thickeners and Clarifiers market is driven primarily by continued investment
in mining and mineral processing, growing requirements for tailings dewatering and
process-water recovery, expansion of hydrometallurgical operations, tightening
environmental standards for industrial wastewater discharge, and increasing emphasis
on reducing freshwater consumption in water-intensive industries. Mining remains one
of the most important demand sectors because thickeners are required at multiple
stages of mineral-processing plants, including concentrate thickening, tailings
thickening, counter-current decantation, process-water recovery and paste preparation,
while clarifiers are increasingly used where high-quality recycled water or low
suspended-solids overflow is required. DELKOR reports more than 1,000 thickener
installations globally and applications spanning ferrous and non-ferrous metals, critical
minerals, fertilizers, chemical processing, refineries, tailings and plant effluents,
illustrating the broad industrial base of the technology. The market is gradually shifting
from conventional large-diameter gravity thickeners toward high-rate, high-density and
paste thickening systems that can increase solids loading per unit area, improve water
recovery, reduce equipment footprint and produce denser underflow suitable for modern
tailings management. Metso's current portfolio similarly emphasizes high-rate, high-
compression and paste thickening together with clarifying solutions, reflecting the
industry's movement toward higher process efficiency and integrated water-
management solutions. At the same time, increasing concerns over tailings-storage
safety and water scarcity are encouraging mine operators to improve existing thickener
performance through feedwell upgrades, rake modernization, automation and retrofit
projects rather than relying solely on new greenfield installations; FLS notes that
improved thickener performance can enhance water recovery, while TAKRAF has
documented retrofit projects designed to increase capacity and reduce water
consumption at existing mineral-processing operations. Competitive differentiation is
therefore increasingly based on process engineering capability, feedwell and
flocculation technology, high-torque drive reliability, automation, lifecycle service and
the ability to customize large equipment for specific slurry characteristics. Leading
international suppliers such as Metso, FLS, TAKRAF/DELKOR, WesTech, McLanahan,
ANDRITZ and other specialist manufacturers compete not only on equipment supply but
also on testing, process optimization, retrofits, spare parts and long-term service. Over
the longer term, market growth is expected to be supported by expansion in copper,
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gold, iron ore, lithium and other critical-mineral projects, water-reuse investment, dry-
and thickened-tailings strategies, and stricter environmental management requirements,
with high-efficiency thickeners and advanced clarifiers likely to account for an increasing
share of new projects.

Report Scope

LP Information, Inc. (LPI) ' newest research report, the “Thickeners and Clarifiers
Industry Forecast” looks at past sales and reviews total world Thickeners and Clarifiers
sales in 2025, providing a comprehensive analysis by region and market sector of
projected Thickeners and Clarifiers sales for 2026 through 2032. With Thickeners and
Clarifiers sales broken down by region, market sector and sub-sector, this report
provides a detailed analysis in US$ millions of the world Thickeners and Clarifiers
industry.

This Insight Report provides a comprehensive analysis of the global Thickeners and
Clarifiers landscape and highlights key trends related to product segmentation,
company formation, revenue, and market share, latest development, and M&A activity.
This report also analyzes the strategies of leading global companies with a focus on
Thickeners and Clarifiers portfolios and capabilities, market entry strategies, market
positions, and geographic footprints, to better understand these firms’ unique position
in an accelerating global Thickeners and Clarifiers market.

This Insight Report evaluates the key market trends, drivers, and affecting factors
shaping the global outlook for Thickeners and Clarifiers and breaks down the forecast
by Type, by Application, geography, and market size to highlight emerging pockets of
opportunity. With a transparent methodology based on hundreds of bottom-up
gualitative and quantitative market inputs, this study forecast offers a highly nuanced
view of the current state and future trajectory in the global Thickeners and Clarifiers.

This report presents a comprehensive overview, market shares, and growth
opportunities of Thickeners and Clarifiers market by product type, application, key
manufacturers and key regions and countries.

Market Segmentation

Segmentation by Type:

Center-Drive Systems
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Peripheral-Drive Systems

Hydraulic-Drive Systems

Segmentation by End-Use Industry:
Tailings Dewatering
Concentrate Dewatering
Process Water Recovery
Counter Current Decantation

Others

Segmentation by Equipment Configuration:
Rake Thickener
Rakeless Thickener

Others

Segmentation by Application:
Mining & Mineral Processing
Metallurgy
Coal Processing

Water & Wastewater Treatment
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This report also splits the market by region:

Americas

APAC

Europe
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Russia
Middle East & Africa
Egypt
South Africa
Israel
Turkey
GCC Countries
The below companies that are profiled have been selected based on inputs gathered
from primary experts and analysing the company's coverage, product portfolio, its
market penetration.
Metso
FLS (FLSmidth)
TAKRAF Group (DELKOR)
WesTech Engineering
McLanahan Corporation
ANDRITZ
Roytec Global
MIP Process Technologies
TH Company

PHOENIX Process Equipment
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Mining and Metallurgical Technology
Hengfengtai Precision Machinery

Feny Corporation

Key Questions Addressed in this Report

What is the 10-year outlook for the global Thickeners and Clarifiers market?

What factors are driving Thickeners and Clarifiers market growth, globally and
by region?

Which technologies are poised for the fastest growth by market and region?
How do Thickeners and Clarifiers market opportunities vary by end market size?

How does Thickeners and Clarifiers break out by Type, by Application?
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