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The global Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate market size is predicted to grow
from US$ 4539 million in 2025 to US$ 5781 million in 2032; it is expected to grow at a
CAGR of 3.5% from 2026 to 2032.

Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate is an anionic surfactant produced through
sulfation and neutralization of fatty alcohol polyoxyethylene ether, and is commonly
supplied as sodium alkyl ether sulfate, AES or SLES. Common commercial grades
include low-active liquid grades, 70% high-active paste grades, low-dioxane grades,
plant-derived grades and personal-care grades. The product contains both
polyoxyethylene chains and anionic sulfate groups, providing good detergency,
foaming, emulsification, wetting, dispersion, viscosity-building synergy, hard-water
tolerance and formulation compatibility. Compared with sodium lauryl sulfate, it
generally offers lower irritation and is widely used in liquid laundry detergents,
dishwashing liquids, hand soaps, shampoos, shower gels, facial cleansers, industrial
cleaners, textile auxiliaries, leather auxiliaries, agrochemical adjuvants and selected
oilfield chemicals. Key upstream inputs include natural-oil-based or petrochemical fatty
alcohols, fatty alcohol ethoxylates, ethylene oxide, sulfur trioxide, chlorosulfonic acid,
caustic soda, sodium sulfate, deionized water, drums, storage tanks and sulfonation-
neutralization equipment, while downstream customers mainly include household
detergent manufacturers, personal care companies, industrial and institutional cleaner
producers, textile auxiliary suppliers, agrochemical formulators, surfactant compounders
and selected distributors. The global effective capacity in 2025 is estimated at about
5.20 million tons, shipments at about 3.489 million tons, average selling price at about
USD1,330 per ton, and mainstream gross margin at around 15%—28%.

From the current market perspective, Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate is a
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mature bulk anionic surfactant and an important base ingredient in liquid
detergent and personal cleansing formulations. The product provides a balanced
combination of detergency, foaming, emulsification, wetting, hard-water tolerance and
viscosity-building synergy, making it suitable for household cleaning products such as
laundry liquids and dishwashing liquids, as well as personal care products such as
shampoos, shower gels, hand soaps and facial cleansers. Due to its balanced cost,
performance and formulation compatibility, it is unlikely to be completely replaced in the
short term, although premium personal care and sensitive-skin formulations are
increasingly using amino acid surfactants, alkyl polyglucosides, taurates and betaine-
based surfactants as partial alternatives.

From the supply-side perspective, the global market is served by multinational
surfactant companies, oleochemical producers, regional sulfonation manufacturers and
Chinese home-care raw material suppliers. Multinational suppliers have clear
advantages in product consistency, low-dioxane control, plant-derived certification,
sustainable palm certification and international customer qualification, and they tend to
serve mid- to high-end personal care, branded home-care and multinational customer
supply chains. Suppliers from China, India and Southeast Asia compete effectively in
standard detergent, industrial cleaning and regional markets by leveraging large-scale
sulfonation units, fatty alcohol feedstock access, cost control and fast delivery. This is
already a mature industry, and competition mainly depends on raw-material sourcing,
continuous production control, active-matter stability, impurity control, batch
consistency, environmental compliance and formulation support.

In terms of future development, Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate will
continue to upgrade toward lower dioxane, lower salt, lower odor, lower color, plant-
derived sourcing, sustainable certification and improved formulation mildness. In
household cleaning, the product will continue to benefit from the shift toward liquid,
concentrated and blended formulations, and will be increasingly used together with
betaines, alkyl polyglucosides, nonionic surfactants and amide-based co-surfactants to
improve foam, viscosity, mildness and cleaning performance. In personal care,
customers will place greater emphasis on irritation reduction, residue control, foam
texture, and scalp and skin friendliness, encouraging suppliers to improve impurity
control and high-end personal-care-grade product supply. As regulations and brand
owners raise requirements for sustainable sourcing, trace impurities and supply-chain
transparency, companies with green feedstocks and stable quality systems will become
more competitive.

Growth momentum mainly comes from consumption upgrades in detergents across
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emerging markets, higher penetration of liquid laundry detergents, increasing usage
frequency of personal cleansing products, growing demand for industrial and
institutional cleaning, and the continued expansion of home-care supply chains in Asia
Pacific. Key constraints include volatility in fatty alcohol, ethylene oxide, sulfur trioxide
and caustic soda prices, stricter safety and environmental regulation for sulfonation
units, intense competition in standard grades, and partial demand pressure from the
"sulfate-free” trend in premium personal care. Overall, Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl
Ether Sulfate is unlikely to experience explosive growth, but its mature formulation base,
cost advantage and broad downstream applications should support moderate growth,
with continued upgrading toward low-dioxane, plant-derived and high-end personal-care
grades.

LP Information, Inc. (LPI) ' newest research report, the “Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl
Ether Sulfate Industry Forecast” looks at past sales and reviews total world Sodium
Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate sales in 2025, providing a comprehensive analysis
by region and market sector of projected Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate
sales for 2026 through 2032. With Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate sales
broken down by region, market sector and sub-sector, this report provides a detailed
analysis in US$ millions of the world Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate
industry.

This Insight Report provides a comprehensive analysis of the global Sodium
Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate landscape and highlights key trends related to
product segmentation, company formation, revenue, and market share, latest
development, and M&A activity. This report also analyzes the strategies of leading
global companies with a focus on Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate portfolios
and capabilities, market entry strategies, market positions, and geographic footprints, to
better understand these firms’ unique position in an accelerating global Sodium
Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate market.

This Insight Report evaluates the key market trends, drivers, and affecting factors
shaping the global outlook for Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate and breaks
down the forecast by Type, by Application, geography, and market size to highlight
emerging pockets of opportunity. With a transparent methodology based on hundreds of
bottom-up qualitative and quantitative market inputs, this study forecast offers a highly
nuanced view of the current state and future trajectory in the global Sodium
Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate.

This report presents a comprehensive overview, market shares, and growth
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opportunities of Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate market by product type,
application, key manufacturers and key regions and countries.
Segmentation by Type:

Low-active Liquid (25%—35%)

Standard High-active Paste (68%—72%)

High-active Grade (Above 72%)

Other

Segmentation by EO Number:
Low EO Grade (1IEO—2EO)
Standard EO Grade (2EO—3EO)
High EO Grade (4EO—T7EO)

Other

Segmentation by Alkyl Chain:
C12—C14 Grade
C12—C15 Grade
C16—C18 Grade
Mixed-cut Grade

Other
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Segmentation by Application:
Home Care
Personal Care
Industrial and Institutional Cleaning
Textile and Leather Auxiliaries

Other

This report also splits the market by region:

Americas
United States
Canada
Mexico
Brazil

APAC
China
Japan
Korea
Southeast Asia
India

Australia
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The below companies that are profiled have been selected based on inputs gathered
from primary experts and analysing the company's coverage, product portfolio, its

market penetration.

BASF

Stepan Company

Kao Corporation

Syensqo

Sasol
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KLK OLEO

Godrej Industries

Galaxy Surfactants
Zanyu Technology Group
Hunan Resun

Zhejiang Huimiao Technology

Key Questions Addressed in this Report

What is the 10-year outlook for the global Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether
Sulfate market?

What factors are driving Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate market
growth, globally and by region?

Which technologies are poised for the fastest growth by market and region?

How do Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate market opportunities vary
by end market size?

How does Sodium Polyoxyethylene Alkyl Ether Sulfate break out by Type, by
Application?
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