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The global Small Caliber Ammunition market size is predicted to grow from US$ 11290
million in 2025 to US$ 12160 million in 2031; it is expected to grow at a CAGR of 1.2%
from 2025 to 2031.

Small caliber ammunition refers to projectiles with a diameter of .50 caliber or less,
which are used in a variety of firearms including rifles, handguns, and shotguns. This
category includes well-known calibers such as 5.56 mm, 7.62 mm, 9 mm, and smaller
sizes like .22 caliber and .38 caliber. These ammunition types are critical for a wide
range of applications, including personal defense, law enforcement, military operations,
and civilian shooting sports. The versatility of small caliber ammunition makes it a
cornerstone of both defense strategies and recreational shooting activities worldwide.

Market Trends and Developments

The small caliber ammunition market is experiencing significant growth driven by
several key factors. Heightened geopolitical tensions and ongoing military conflicts,
such as the Russia-Ukraine war and regional conflicts in the Middle East and Asia, are
creating increased demand for reliable and advanced munitions. Nations are ramping
up their defense spending and investing in modernizing their armed forces, which
includes procuring and stockpiling small caliber ammunition to enhance their military
readiness and capability. This growing demand is fueling innovations in ammunition
technology, with manufacturers focusing on improving the performance, accuracy, and
safety of their products. The trend towards precision-guided munitions is prominent, as
military forces seek to enhance their operational effectiveness and minimize collateral
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damage in various combat scenarios.

In addition to military applications, there is a significant demand for small caliber
ammunition in the civilian sector. Law enforcement agencies and private security firms
require reliable ammunition for training and operational purposes, while civilian shooting
sports and personal defense continue to drive market growth. The development of
ammunition with advanced features, such as improved ballistics and reduced recoil, is
catering to the needs of both professional users and recreational shooters.

Key Players and Market Distribution

The global small caliber ammunition market is dominated by major manufacturers such
as Orbital ATK, Vista Outdoors, Olin (Winchester Ammunition), FN Herstal, and Nammo
AS. These leading companies collectively hold over 35% of the market share, reflecting
their significant influence and competitive position in the industry. North America is the
largest market for small caliber ammunition, accounting for more than 40% of the global
share. This is largely due to the region’s substantial defense expenditures and high
levels of civilian gun ownership. The Asia-Pacific and European markets are also
noteworthy, each holding over 40% of the market share, driven by expanding defense
budgets and increasing interest in shooting sports.

Among the various calibers, the 5.56 mm round is the most widely used, representing
over 30% of the market share. This caliber is favored for its application in military rifles
and is also popular among civilian shooters. The primary application of small caliber
ammunition remains military, but there is a growing segment for civilian use, including
law enforcement and recreational shooting. The continued development of advanced
ammunition technology, such as precision-guided rounds and ammunition with
enhanced performance characteristics, is expected to drive further growth in the market
and meet the evolving needs of users across different sectors.

LP Information, Inc. (LPI) ' newest research report, the “Small Caliber Ammunition
Industry Forecast” looks at past sales and reviews total world Small Caliber Ammunition
sales in 2024, providing a comprehensive analysis by region and market sector of
projected Small Caliber Ammunition sales for 2025 through 2031. With Small Caliber
Ammunition sales broken down by region, market sector and sub-sector, this report
provides a detailed analysis in US$ millions of the world Small Caliber Ammunition
industry.

This Insight Report provides a comprehensive analysis of the global Small Caliber
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Ammunition landscape and highlights key trends related to product segmentation,
company formation, revenue, and market share, latest development, and M&A activity.
This report also analyzes the strategies of leading global companies with a focus on
Small Caliber Ammunition portfolios and capabilities, market entry strategies, market
positions, and geographic footprints, to better understand these firms’ unique position
in an accelerating global Small Caliber Ammunition market.

This Insight Report evaluates the key market trends, drivers, and affecting factors
shaping the global outlook for Small Caliber Ammunition and breaks down the forecast
by Type, by Application, geography, and market size to highlight emerging pockets of
opportunity. With a transparent methodology based on hundreds of bottom-up
gualitative and quantitative market inputs, this study forecast offers a highly nuanced
view of the current state and future trajectory in the global Small Caliber Ammunition.
This report presents a comprehensive overview, market shares, and growth
opportunities of Small Caliber Ammunition market by product type, application, key
manufacturers and key regions and countries.
Segmentation by Type:

5.56mm Caliber

7.62mm Caliber

9 mm Caliber

12.7 mm Caliber

Segmentation by Application:
Military
Law Enforcement
Civilian

This report also splits the market by region:
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Americas
United States
Canada
Mexico
Brazil
APAC
China
Japan
Korea
Southeast Asia
India
Australia
Europe
Germany
France
UK
Italy
Russia

Middle East & Africa

Egypt
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The below companies that are profiled have been selected based on inputs gathered
from primary experts and analysing the company's coverage, product portfolio, its

market penetration.

Northrop Grumman

Vista Outdoors

Olin Corporation

Ruag Group

FN Herstal

Nammo

BAE Systems

Poongsan Defense

Elbit Systems

Hornady

Rio Ammunition

General Dynamics

CBC Ammo Group
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Australian Munitions
Fiocchi Ammunition
Sellier & Bellot

Tura? D?? Ticaret
Aguila Ammunition
Medef Defence

BPS Bal?kesir
Ozkursan Ammunition
NORINCO

CSGC

Key Questions Addressed in this Report
What is the 10-year outlook for the global Small Caliber Ammunition market?

What factors are driving Small Caliber Ammunition market growth, globally and by
region?

Which technologies are poised for the fastest growth by market and region?
How do Small Caliber Ammunition market opportunities vary by end market size?

How does Small Caliber Ammunition break out by Type, by Application?
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