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The global Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC) market size is predicted to grow from
US$ 118 million in 2025 to US$ 175 million in 2032; it is expected to grow at a CAGR of
5.8% from 2026 to 2032.

Hydroxyethyl methylcellulose (HEMC) is a non-ionic water-soluble cellulose ether
obtained by etherification modification with natural cellulose as the skeleton.
Hydroxyethyl and methyl substituents are simultaneously introduced into the molecule,
making it easy to disperse and dissolve in cold water and form a solution with a certain
viscosity. It has the functions of thickening, water retention, film formation, suspension
stability, and improving rheology; Therefore, HEMC is widely used as a building material
additive, such as tile adhesive, plastering mortar and water retaining thickener in self
leveling, as well as in water-based coatings and lotion, daily chemical washing and
personal care formulas, as well as some oilfield chemicals and industrial systems, to
improve workability, anti sagging and system stability, and to match the requirements of
different applications for opening time, thixotropy and water retention through the
degree of substitution and viscosity grade.In 2025, global Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose
(HEMC) production reached approximately 21.49 K MT, with an average global market
price of around US$ 5,620 per MT.

Hydroxyethyl methylcellulose has an annual production capacity of 300000 tons and a
gross profit margin of around 25%.

The upstream mainly comes from the basic chemical and non-ferrous metal chains, with
key raw materials including high-purity magnesium ingots or magnesium powder,
anhydrous methanol, auxiliary materials and supporting materials including activation
aids and process aids that suppress side reactions, inert gases such as nitrogen or

Global Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC) Market Growth 2026-2032


https://marketpublishers.com/report/chemicals_petrochemicals/other-chemicals-products/global-hydroxyethyl-methylcellulose-hemc-market-lp.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

argon, desiccants and dehydration system consumables, solvent recovery
systems, filtration media and moisture-proof lining packaging materials. At the same
time, it relies heavily on corrosion-resistant reaction vessels, closed filtration drying and
explosion-proof facilities.

Downstream, it is mainly used as an alkaline reagent or methoxylation reagent in
organic synthesis and fine chemicals, such as condensation and ester exchange
reactions in the synthesis of pharmaceutical and pesticide intermediates,
transesterification catalysis in the manufacture of special esters and additives, and as a
magnesium source or precursor in some materials and catalytic systems. Its customers
are mostly pharmaceutical and chemical plants, agrochemical enterprises, fine chemical
plants, and reagents and distribution channels with anhydrous inert operation
capabilities.

The cost of raw materials usually accounts for 55% to 75% of the total cost,
manufacturing expenses account for about 10% to 18%, packaging and hazardous
chemical logistics account for about 6% to 15%, quality inspection and document
system and manual management account for about 6% to 12%, and environmental
safety compliance and loss disposal account for about 3% to 8%.

United States market for Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC) is estimated to increase
from US$ million in 2025 to US$ million by 2032, at a CAGR of % from 2026 through
2032.

China market for Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC) is estimated to increase from
US$ million in 2025 to US$ million by 2032, at a CAGR of % from 2026 through 2032.

Europe market for Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC) is estimated to increase from
US$ million in 2025 to US$ million by 2032, at a CAGR of % from 2026 through 2032.

Global key Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC) players cover Dow, Ashland, Shin-
Etsu Chemical, Celotech Chemical, Lotte Fine Chemical, etc. In terms of revenue, the
global two largest companies occupied for a share nearly % in 2025.

LP Information, Inc. (LPI) ' newest research report, the “Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose
(HEMC) Industry Forecast” looks at past sales and reviews total world Hydroxyethyl
Methylcellulose (HEMC) sales in 2025, providing a comprehensive analysis by region
and market sector of projected Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC) sales for 2026
through 2032. With Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC) sales broken down by region,

Global Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC) Market Growth 2026-2032


https://marketpublishers.com/report/chemicals_petrochemicals/other-chemicals-products/global-hydroxyethyl-methylcellulose-hemc-market-lp.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

market sector and sub-sector, this report provides a detailed analysis in US$ millions of
the world Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC) industry.

This Insight Report provides a comprehensive analysis of the global Hydroxyethyl
Methylcellulose (HEMC) landscape and highlights key trends related to product
segmentation, company formation, revenue, and market share, latest development, and
M&A activity. This report also analyzes the strategies of leading global companies with
a focus on Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC) portfolios and capabilities, market
entry strategies, market positions, and geographic footprints, to better understand these
firms’ unique position in an accelerating global Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC)
market.

This Insight Report evaluates the key market trends, drivers, and affecting factors
shaping the global outlook for Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC) and breaks down
the forecast by Type, by Application, geography, and market size to highlight emerging
pockets of opportunity. With a transparent methodology based on hundreds of bottom-
up qualitative and quantitative market inputs, this study forecast offers a highly nuanced
view of the current state and future trajectory in the global Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose
(HEMC).
This report presents a comprehensive overview, market shares, and growth
opportunities of Hydroxyethyl Methylcellulose (HEMC) market by product type,
application, key manufacturers and key regions and countries.
Segmentation by Type:

Building Grade

Coating Grade

Daily Chemical Grade

Other

Segmentation by Methoxy Content:

Methoxy Content
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