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The global Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper market size is predicted to grow
from US$ 994 million in 2025 to US$ 1450 million in 2032; it is expected to grow at a
CAGR of 5.6% from 2026 to 2032.

Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper refers to paper or paperboard substrates
coated with water-based functional coating systems that comply with applicable food-
contact safety requirements. These coatings are applied to improve properties such as
grease resistance, water resistance, moisture resistance, heat sealability, barrier
performance, and surface protection. The coating formulations may be based on
waterborne acrylics, waterborne polyurethane, polymer emulsions, dispersions, bio-
based polymers, or other food-contact-grade materials, with water serving as the
primary carrier or dispersion medium. Compared with conventional solvent-based
coatings, water-based systems generally offer lower VOC emissions and improved
environmental compatibility.

Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper may be coated on one or both sides depending
on the intended application and can be engineered to provide different levels of oil and
grease resistance, moisture barrier, liquid resistance, heat resistance, and heat-sealing
performance. It is widely used in food wrapping paper, burger and sandwich wraps,
bakery packaging, fast-food packaging, cup stock, paper bowls, food containers,
confectionery packaging, and other direct or indirect food-contact applications. As the
packaging industry moves toward plastic reduction, recyclability, and more sustainable
paper-based structures, food grade water-based coated paper is becoming an
increasingly important functional material in modern food packaging.

In 2025, global production of Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper reached 847,000
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tonnes, with a global average ex-factory price of approximately US$1,200 per
tonne; influenced by product mix, regional market variations, and customer
concentration, the industry's overall gross profit margin typically falls within the
12%—-18% range.

The Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper market is a growing segment of
sustainable food packaging materials, covering paper and paperboard coated with food-
contact-compliant water-based barrier formulations to improve grease resistance, water
resistance, moisture protection, heat-sealability, printability, and other functional
properties. Major applications include paper cups, food trays, takeaway containers,
burger and sandwich wraps, bakery packaging, confectionery and snack packaging,
frozen food packaging, and other direct or indirect food-contact uses. Compared with
conventional polyethylene-coated paper, water-based coated paper is increasingly
positioned as a lower-plastic and potentially more recyclable alternative that can better
align with existing paper recovery systems. Demand is being supported by growth in
foodservice, takeaway meals, ready-to-eat foods, coffee consumption, and broader
regulatory and corporate initiatives aimed at reducing single-use plastics. However, food-
grade water-based coatings must satisfy a demanding combination of regulatory
compliance, oil and water resistance, coating adhesion, folding performance, heat-seal
strength, printability, and high-speed converting stability, creating meaningful
formulation and processing barriers. Current technology platforms include acrylic-based
coatings, aqueous polymer dispersions, bio-based barrier coatings, and multilayer water-
based systems, with each offering different trade-offs between barrier performance,
cost, recyclability, and thermal resistance. As packaging owners increasingly require
recyclable, compostable, fluorine-free, and reduced-plastic solutions, product
development is shifting from basic grease and moisture protection toward higher-barrier
and multifunctional coatings. Nevertheless, water-based coated paper still faces
technical and economic challenges in demanding applications involving high moisture,
high-fat foods, long contact times, or elevated sealing temperatures, meaning that
adoption is likely to progress application by application rather than through immediate
full replacement of conventional plastic-coated structures. Competition increasingly
involves close cooperation among paper producers, coating formulators, converters,
and food brands, while suppliers with strong capabilities in base-paper engineering,
coating chemistry, food-contact compliance, and large-scale converting are better
positioned to capture premium applications. Overall, the Food Grade Water-based
Coated Paper market can be characterized as a structurally growing sustainable
packaging segment supported by plastic reduction, recyclability targets, and foodservice
expansion. Future opportunities are expected to concentrate on high-barrier, fluorine-
free, low-plastic, and fully recyclable coating systems that can deliver performance
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close to traditional extrusion-coated paper while maintaining competitive cost and
processing efficiency.

Report Scope

LP Information, Inc. (LPI) ' newest research report, the “Food Grade Water-based
Coated Paper Industry Forecast” looks at past sales and reviews total world Food
Grade Water-based Coated Paper sales in 2025, providing a comprehensive analysis
by region and market sector of projected Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper sales
for 2026 through 2032. With Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper sales broken
down by region, market sector and sub-sector, this report provides a detailed analysis in
US$ millions of the world Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper industry.

This Insight Report provides a comprehensive analysis of the global Food Grade Water-
based Coated Paper landscape and highlights key trends related to product
segmentation, company formation, revenue, and market share, latest development, and
M&A activity. This report also analyzes the strategies of leading global companies with
a focus on Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper portfolios and capabilities, market
entry strategies, market positions, and geographic footprints, to better understand these
firms’ unique position in an accelerating global Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper
market.

This Insight Report evaluates the key market trends, drivers, and affecting factors
shaping the global outlook for Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper and breaks
down the forecast by Type, by Application, geography, and market size to highlight
emerging pockets of opportunity. With a transparent methodology based on hundreds of
bottom-up qualitative and quantitative market inputs, this study forecast offers a highly
nuanced view of the current state and future trajectory in the global Food Grade Water-
based Coated Paper.

This report presents a comprehensive overview, market shares, and growth
opportunities of Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper market by product type,
application, key manufacturers and key regions and countries.

Market Segmentation

Segmentation by Type:

Gram Weight?50g/m2
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50g/m2?Gram Weight?120g/m2

Gram Weight?120g/m2

Segmentation by Barrier Function:
Oil-resistant
Water & Moisture-resistant

Others

Segmentation by Application:
Fast Food Packaging
Bakery and Confectionery Packaging
Dry Food Packaging
Ready-to-Eat Food Packaging

Other

This report also splits the market by region:
Americas
United States
Canada

Mexico
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Brazil
APAC
China
Japan
Korea
Southeast Asia
India
Australia
Europe
Germany
France
UK
Italy
Russia
Middle East & Africa
Egypt
South Africa
Israel
Turkey

GCC Countries
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The below companies that are profiled have been selected based on inputs gathered
from primary experts and analysing the company's coverage, product portfolio, its
market penetration.

UPM Specialty Papers

Koehler Paper

Sappi

Billerud

Mondi Group

Stora Enso

Huhtamaki

Sierra Coating Technologies

Zhejiang Pando EP Technology

Zhejiang Sowinpak Technology

Qingdao Rongxin

APP

Dongguan Ruize Creative Arts New Materials

Fujian NanWang

Guangdong Huihuang Environmental Technology

Hunan Lido Environmental Science & Technology

Zhejiang Kaifeng New Material
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Zhuhai Hongta Renheng Packaging

Key Questions Addressed in this Report

What is the 10-year outlook for the global Food Grade Water-based Coated
Paper market?

What factors are driving Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper market growth,
globally and by region?

Which technologies are poised for the fastest growth by market and region?

How do Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper market opportunities vary by
end market size?

How does Food Grade Water-based Coated Paper break out by Type, by
Application?
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