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The global Fatty Alcohol market size is predicted to grow from US$ 8121 million in 2025
to US$ 10175 million in 2032; it is expected to grow at a CAGR of 3.3% from 2026 to
2032.

Fatty Alcohol refers to commercially supplied C6 and higher aliphatic primary alcohols
used as chemical intermediates or functional formulation ingredients. The market covers
oleochemical fatty alcohols derived from vegetable oils, fatty acids or fatty acid esters,
together with synthetic fatty alcohols produced through hydroformylation, Ziegler or
Fischer-Tropsch-related routes. Products may be linear, semi-linear or branched,
saturated or unsaturated, and are traded as high-purity single-carbon cuts, adjacent-
carbon binary cuts or broader carbon-chain blends. Major commercial ranges include
C6-C10 short-chain alcohols, C11-C14 detergent-range alcohols, C15-C18 long-chain
alcohols and C19 or higher specialty alcohols. Products are supplied in liquid, molten
bulk, flake, bead or granular form according to carbon-chain distribution and melting
characteristics.

Fatty Alcohol is mainly used as a feedstock for alcohol ethoxylates, alcohol sulfates,
ether sulfates and other surfactants, while selected grades are used directly in personal
care formulations, pharmaceutical excipients, lubricants, polymer additives, textile
processing, agrochemicals and other industrial applications. Official manufacturer
portfolios confirm the commercial availability of natural even-carbon alcohols, synthetic
odd-and-even carbon alcohols, pure cuts and blended grades.

Key Findings
Global Fatty Alcohol sales reached approximately 4.13 million metric tons in 2025

Global average EXW pricing was approximately USD 2,010 per metric ton
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China represented about 29.5% of global Fatty Alcohol demand
C11-C14 products accounted for roughly half of global sales volume
Home care and personal care generated about 54% of demand

CR5 reached about 44.7%, indicating moderate market concentration
Market Trends

The Fatty Alcohol market is moving toward more differentiated product portfolios rather
than uniform commodity supply. Large oleochemical producers continue to expand
traceable vegetable-based grades, certified feedstock options and flexible carbon-chain
cuts. At the same time, customers in personal care, pharmaceuticals and specialty
industrial formulations are placing greater emphasis on odor, color, purity, carbonyl
content, physical form and batch consistency. This favors high-purity C16-C22 single-
cut alcohols and carefully controlled binary blends. Synthetic Fatty Alcohol remains
important where odd-carbon distribution, controlled branching, wetting performance or
stable petrochemical feedstock integration provides a formulation advantage. Product
development is therefore progressing along three parallel directions: scalable renewable
detergent alcohols, high-purity specialty natural alcohols and differentiated synthetic
alcohols. Official portfolios from KLK OLEO, Kao, Shell and Sasol already reflect this
widening separation between broad-volume detergent grades and performance-oriented
specialty products.

Market Dynamics
Drivers

Demand growth is supported by the broad use of Fatty Alcohol derivatives in laundry
detergents, dishwashing products, hard-surface cleaners, shampoos, skin care and
institutional cleaning. Consumption also benefits from rising use of nonionic and anionic
surfactants in emerging markets, where household product penetration and modern
personal care formulations continue to expand. Product demand is further supported by
industrial uses in lubricants, agrochemical adjuvants, polymers, pharmaceuticals and
textile processing. Manufacturers with regional production networks can provide shorter
lead times and more stable supply, which has become increasingly important to
multinational formulation customers. P&G Chemicals confirms fatty alcohol
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manufacturing operations across the Americas, Asia and Europe, while Shell identifies
laundry, dishwashing, industrial cleaning and lubricant applications for NEODOL
products.

Restraints

The main constraint is the exposure of oleochemical Fatty Alcohol to palm kernel oil,
coconut oil and other lauric feedstock cycles. Sharp movements in feedstock prices can
change production economics faster than downstream contract prices can be adjusted.
Hydrogen, energy, ocean freight and inventory costs also influence regional
competitiveness. Synthetic producers face a different cost structure linked to olefins,
synthesis gas and large integrated chemical assets. Demand can weaken during
destocking cycles in detergents, industrial chemicals and discretionary personal care
products. Wide price differences between carbon-chain cuts further complicate
inventory management because short-chain, detergent-range and high-carbon specialty
products cannot be freely substituted. The resulting margin volatility is highest for non-
integrated producers that purchase feedstock externally and depend on spot-market
sales.

Opportunities

The strongest opportunities are developing in high-purity single-cut alcohols,
pharmaceutical and cosmetic grades, certified renewable products and application-
specific synthetic alcohols. C16, C18 and C22 products can obtain higher value
realization where customers require controlled melting behavior, low odor, defined purity
or pharmacopoeial compliance. C9-C15 synthetic grades retain opportunities in wetting
agents, industrial cleaning, agrochemicals and lubricants because carbon-chain
distribution and branching can be designed around performance requirements. China
also presents an import-substitution opportunity as domestic producers add modern
hydrogenation capacity and broader product cuts. Longyan Zhuoyue New Energy
began trial production at a 50,000-ton natural Fatty Alcohol line in April 2025 and now
lists C8-C18 single and blended grades.

Challenges

The industry must manage large capital requirements, cyclical capacity utilization and
increasingly demanding customer qualification procedures. New plants require stable
feedstock access, hydrogen supply, fractionation capability and consistent quality

control before they can achieve competitive operating rates. For renewable products,
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customers increasingly examine feedstock traceability and supply-chain sustainability.
Specialty grades require tighter management of carbon-chain composition, color, odor,
moisture and minor impurities, which limits the speed at which new suppliers can enter
gualified applications. The market also faces the risk of capacity additions being
concentrated in similar C11-C14 grades. This can intensify price competition even while
high-purity or differentiated products remain relatively tight.

Industry Chain Analysis

The upstream Fatty Alcohol chain begins with palm kernel oil, coconut oil, palm oil,
rapeseed oll, fatty acids and fatty acid methyl esters for oleochemical production.
Synthetic routes use olefins, ethylene-derived intermediates, synthesis gas or Fischer-
Tropsch feedstocks. Hydrogen, catalysts, steam and electricity are important auxiliary
inputs. Natural Fatty Alcohol is generally produced through feedstock pretreatment,
esterification or fat splitting, hydrogenation and multistage fractionation. Synthetic
products are produced through processes such as hydroformylation followed by
hydrogenation, with subsequent separation used to control carbon-chain distribution
and linearity. Shell describes NEODOL as high-purity primary alcohol produced from
ethylene-derived olefins, while Sasol supplies products based on Fischer-Tropsch and
other synthetic routes.

Midstream value creation depends on feedstock integration, plant utilization, hydrogen
efficiency, distillation yield and the ability to shift output among different cuts. Broad-cut
detergent alcohols normally compete on scale, feedstock cost and logistics. Single-cut
and high-carbon products obtain more value from purity control, product certification
and technical service. Downstream processors convert Fatty Alcohol into ethoxylates,
sulfates, ether sulfates, emulsifiers and other functional derivatives before these
materials enter home care, personal care and industrial formulations. Integrated groups
can retain value across multiple processing stages, while independent producers
depend more heavily on the spread between feedstock and Fatty Alcohol selling prices.

Segment Insights

Oleochemical Fatty Alcohol represented approximately 75% of global sales volume in
2025, while synthetic products accounted for about 25%. Oleochemical products
dominate detergent and personal care supply because palm kernel and coconut
feedstocks naturally provide commercially useful even-carbon distributions. Synthetic
products retain a larger role in North America, Europe and selected industrial
applications where odd-carbon chains, controlled branching and formulation
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performance are valued. Their value share is slightly higher than their volume share
because differentiated synthetic grades generally achieve higher average pricing.

C11-C14 was the largest carbon-chain segment, accounting for approximately 50% of
global volume. C15-C18 represented about 31%, C6-C10 about 14%, and C19 or
higher products about 5%. Binary-cut alcohols accounted for approximately 45% of
sales, compared with 30% for single-cut products and 25% for broad-cut products.
Binary cuts offer an effective balance between production economics and downstream
formulation requirements. Single-cut products generate a higher proportion of market
value because they require tighter fractionation and are more widely used in premium
personal care, pharmaceutical and specialty industrial applications. Commercial
portfolios from Wilmar, KLK OLEO, Sinarmas Cepsa, Kao and New Japan Chemical
confirm the availability of these different cut structures and carbon-chain ranges.

Downstream Market Opportunities

Home care remained the largest downstream application in 2025 with approximately
34% of global volume, followed by personal care at about 20%. The combined 54%
share reflects the central role of Fatty Alcohol in alcohol ethoxylates, sulfates and ether
sulfates used in cleaning and personal care formulations. Industrial cleaning accounted
for approximately 10%, while lubricants, polymer additives, textile processing and
agrochemicals formed a diversified industrial demand base. The main value opportunity
lies in supplying application-qualified grades rather than undifferentiated volume.
Personal care and pharmaceutical customers require tighter purity and physical-
property control, while agrochemical, lubricant and industrial cleaning customers value
wetting performance, low-temperature behavior and tailored carbon-chain distribution.

Regional Insights

China was the largest demand region in 2025, representing approximately 29.5% of
global Fatty Alcohol volume. Indo-Pacific excluding China and Europe accounted for
about 21.5%, Europe for 18.2%, and North America for 15.0%. China and the wider
Asian market consume large volumes of detergent-range C11-C14 alcohols, while
Europe and North America have higher proportions of synthetic, high-purity and long-
chain specialty products. This raises their value shares above their volume shares.
Southeast Asia remains the principal production and export base for natural Fatty
Alcohol because of its proximity to palm kernel feedstock and its concentration of
integrated oleochemical plants.
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Future incremental demand is expected to remain concentrated in China and the wider
Indo-Pacific market as household care, personal care and industrial formulation
consumption develops. Europe and North America offer lower-volume but higher-value
opportunities in certified renewable products, pharmaceutical grades, high-purity single
cuts and differentiated synthetic alcohols. Regional supply strategies will remain
important because freight, import duties, working capital and customer qualification
affect the competitiveness of chemically equivalent products. Wilmar, P&G Chemicals
and Kao operate multi-region manufacturing or supply networks, while Shell and Sasol
provide synthetic products to global industrial customers.

Competitive Landscape Analysis

The global Fatty Alcohol market is moderately concentrated. This report estimates that
the five largest producers represented approximately 44.7% of 2025 market value, while
the ten largest represented about 68.9%. Wilmar International, KLK OLEO and Musim
Mas form the leading group in natural Fatty Alcohol because they combine vegetable-oil
access, large oleochemical assets, broad product cuts and international distribution.
Ecogreen Oleochemicals, P&G Chemicals and Sinarmas Cepsa also hold important
positions in natural alcohols. Shell and Sasol occupy differentiated positions in synthetic
Fatty Alcohol, supported by proprietary manufacturing routes and products with
controlled linearity or branching. Kao, BASF and New Japan Chemical compete more
strongly in high-purity single cuts, long-chain alcohols and formulation-sensitive
applications. Chinese producers led by Zhejiang Jiahua Energy Chemical Industry and
Longyan Zhuoyue New Energy are strengthening domestic supply, although their global
product and customer coverage remains narrower than that of the largest multinational
groups. Competition is therefore divided between scale-based detergent alcohol supply
and specification-based specialty products. Feedstock integration, operating reliability,
carbon-chain flexibility, certification and regional customer service are the principal
competitive variables. Official product portfolios support this distinction between large
renewable alcohol platforms, global synthetic alcohol suppliers and high-purity specialty
producers.

Report Scope

LP Information, Inc. (LPI) ' newest research report, the “Fatty Alcohol Industry
Forecast” looks at past sales and reviews total world Fatty Alcohol sales in 2025,
providing a comprehensive analysis by region and market sector of projected Fatty
Alcohol sales for 2026 through 2032. With Fatty Alcohol sales broken down by region,
market sector and sub-sector, this report provides a detailed analysis in US$ millions of
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the world Fatty Alcohol industry.

This Insight Report provides a comprehensive analysis of the global Fatty Alcohol
landscape and highlights key trends related to product segmentation, company
formation, revenue, and market share, latest development, and M&A activity. This report
also analyzes the strategies of leading global companies with a focus on Fatty Alcohol
portfolios and capabilities, market entry strategies, market positions, and geographic
footprints, to better understand these firms’ unique position in an accelerating global
Fatty Alcohol market.

This Insight Report evaluates the key market trends, drivers, and affecting factors
shaping the global outlook for Fatty Alcohol and breaks down the forecast by Carbon
Chain, by Application, geography, and market size to highlight emerging pockets of
opportunity. With a transparent methodology based on hundreds of bottom-up
gualitative and quantitative market inputs, this study forecast offers a highly nuanced
view of the current state and future trajectory in the global Fatty Alcohol.
This report presents a comprehensive overview, market shares, and growth
opportunities of Fatty Alcohol market by product type, application, key manufacturers
and key regions and countries.
Segmentation by Carbon Chain:

C6-C10

Cl11-C14

C15-C18

C19 and Above

Segmentation by Source:

Oleochemical Fatty Alcohols

Synthetic Fatty Alcohols
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Segmentation by Product Cut:
Single-Cut Alcohols
Binary-Cut Alcohols

Broad-Cut Alcohols

Segmentation by Application:
Home Care
Personal Care
Industrial Cleaning
Lubricants
Polymer Additives
Textile Processing
Pharmaceuticals
Agrochemicals
Food Processing

Other Industrial Uses

This report also splits the market by region:

Americas

United States
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Canada
Mexico
Brazil
APAC
China
Japan
Korea
Southeast Asia
India
Australia
Europe
Germany
France
UK
Italy
Russia
Middle East & Africa
Egypt
South Africa

Israel
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Turkey
GCC Countries
The below companies that are profiled have been selected based on inputs gathered
from primary experts and analysing the company's coverage, product portfolio, its
market penetration.
Wilmar International
KLK OLEO
Musim Mas
Sinarmas Cepsa
Ecogreen Oleochemicals
Kao
P&G Chemicals
Sasol
Shell
Global Green Chemicals
VVF
New Japan Chemical
BASF
Zhejiang Jiahua Energy Chemical Industry

Longyan Zhuoyue New Energy
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Jiangsu Shengtai Chemical Technology

Liaoning Shengde Huaxing Chemical

NUOL Green Chemistry

Key Questions Addressed in this Report
What is the 10-year outlook for the global Fatty Alcohol market?
What factors are driving Fatty Alcohol market growth, globally and by region?
Which technologies are poised for the fastest growth by market and region?
How do Fatty Alcohol market opportunities vary by end market size?

How does Fatty Alcohol break out by Carbon Chain, by Application?
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1 SCOPE OF THE REPORT

1.1 Market Introduction

1.2 Years Considered

1.3 Research Objectives

1.4 Market Research Methodology

1.5 Research Process and Data Source
1.6 Economic Indicators

1.7 Currency Considered

1.8 Market Estimation Caveats

2 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

2.1 World Market Overview
2.1.1 Global Fatty Alcohol Annual Sales 2021-2032
2.1.2 World Current & Future Analysis for Fatty Alcohol by Geographic Region, 2021,
2025 & 2032
2.1.3 World Current & Future Analysis for Fatty Alcohol by Country/Region, 2021,
2025 & 2032
2.2 Fatty Alcohol Segment by Carbon Chain
2.2.1 C6-C10
2.2.2 C11-C14
2.2.3 C15-C18
2.2.4 C19 and Above
2.2.5 Fatty Alcohol Sales by Carbon Chain
2.2.5.1 Global Fatty Alcohol Sales Market Share by Carbon Chain (2021-2026)
2.2.5.2 Global Fatty Alcohol Revenue and Market Share by Carbon Chain
(2021-2026)
2.2.5.3 Global Fatty Alcohol Sale Price by Carbon Chain (2021-2026)
2.3 Fatty Alcohol Segment by Source
2.3.1 Oleochemical Fatty Alcohols
2.3.2 Synthetic Fatty Alcohols
2.3.3 Fatty Alcohol Sales by Source
2.3.3.1 Global Fatty Alcohol Sales Market Share by Source (2021-2026)
2.3.3.2 Global Fatty Alcohol Revenue and Market Share by Source (2021-2026)
2.3.3.3 Global Fatty Alcohol Sale Price by Source (2021-2026)
2.4 Fatty Alcohol Segment by Product Cut
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2.4.1 Single-Cut Alcohols

2.4.2 Binary-Cut Alcohols

2.4.3 Broad-Cut Alcohols

2.4.4 Fatty Alcohol Sales by Product Cut
2.4.4.1 Global Fatty Alcohol Sales Market Share by Product Cut (2021-2026)
2.4.4.2 Global Fatty Alcohol Revenue and Market Share by Product Cut (2021-2026)
2.4.4.3 Global Fatty Alcohol Sale Price by Product Cut (2021-2026)

2.5 Fatty Alcohol Segment by Application

2.5.1 Home Care

2.5.2 Personal Care

2.5.3 Industrial Cleaning

2.5.4 Lubricants

2.5.5 Polymer Additives

2.5.6 Textile Processing

2.5.7 Pharmaceuticals

2.5.8 Agrochemicals

2.5.9 Food Processing

2.5.10 Fatty Alcohol Sales by Application
2.5.10.1 Global Fatty Alcohol Sale Market Share by Application (2021-2026)
2.5.10.2 Global Fatty Alcohol Revenue and Market Share by Application (2021-2026)
2.5.10.3 Global Fatty Alcohol Sale Price by Application (2021-2026)

3 GLOBAL BY COMPANY

3.1 Global Fatty Alcohol Breakdown Data by Company

3.1.1 Global Fatty Alcohol Annual Sales by Company (2021-2026)

3.1.2 Global Fatty Alcohol Sales Market Share by Company (2021-2026)
3.2 Global Fatty Alcohol Annual Revenue by Company (2021-2026)

3.2.1 Global Fatty Alcohol Revenue by Company (2021-2026)

3.2.2 Global Fatty Alcohol Revenue Market Share by Company (2021-2026)
3.3 Global Fatty Alcohol Sale Price by Company
3.4 Key Manufacturers Fatty Alcohol Producing Area Distribution, Sales Area, Product
Type

3.4.1 Key Manufacturers Fatty Alcohol Product Location Distribution

3.4.2 Players Fatty Alcohol Products Offered
3.5 Market Concentration Rate Analysis

3.5.1 Competition Landscape Analysis

3.5.2 Concentration Ratio (CR3, CR5 and CR10) & (2024-2026)
3.6 New Products and Potential Entrants
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3.7 Market M&A Activity & Strategy
4 WORLD HISTORIC REVIEW FOR FATTY ALCOHOL BY GEOGRAPHIC REGION

4.1 World Historic Fatty Alcohol Market Size by Geographic Region (2021-2026)
4.1.1 Global Fatty Alcohol Annual Sales by Geographic Region (2021-2026)
4.1.2 Global Fatty Alcohol Annual Revenue by Geographic Region (2021-2026)

4.2 World Historic Fatty Alcohol Market Size by Country/Region (2021-2026)
4.2.1 Global Fatty Alcohol Annual Sales by Country/Region (2021-2026)

4.2.2 Global Fatty Alcohol Annual Revenue by Country/Region (2021-2026)

4.3 Americas Fatty Alcohol Sales Growth

4.4 APAC Fatty Alcohol Sales Growth

4.5 Europe Fatty Alcohol Sales Growth

4.6 Middle East & Africa Fatty Alcohol Sales Growth

5 AMERICAS

5.1 Americas Fatty Alcohol Sales by Country
5.1.1 Americas Fatty Alcohol Sales by Country (2021-2026)
5.1.2 Americas Fatty Alcohol Revenue by Country (2021-2026)
5.2 Americas Fatty Alcohol Sales by Carbon Chain (2021-2026)
5.3 Americas Fatty Alcohol Sales by Application (2021-2026)
5.4 United States
5.5 Canada
5.6 Mexico
5.7 Brazil

6 APAC

6.1 APAC Fatty Alcohol Sales by Region
6.1.1 APAC Fatty Alcohol Sales by Region (2021-2026)
6.1.2 APAC Fatty Alcohol Revenue by Region (2021-2026)
6.2 APAC Fatty Alcohol Sales by Carbon Chain (2021-2026)
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6.4 China
6.5 Japan
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6.8 India
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6.9 Australia
6.10 China Taiwan

7 EUROPE

7.1 Europe Fatty Alcohol by Country
7.1.1 Europe Fatty Alcohol Sales by Country (2021-2026)
7.1.2 Europe Fatty Alcohol Revenue by Country (2021-2026)
7.2 Europe Fatty Alcohol Sales by Carbon Chain (2021-2026)
7.3 Europe Fatty Alcohol Sales by Application (2021-2026)
7.4 Germany
7.5 France
7.6 UK
7.7 ltaly
7.8 Russia

8 MIDDLE EAST & AFRICA

8.1 Middle East & Africa Fatty Alcohol by Country
8.1.1 Middle East & Africa Fatty Alcohol Sales by Country (2021-2026)
8.1.2 Middle East & Africa Fatty Alcohol Revenue by Country (2021-2026)
8.2 Middle East & Africa Fatty Alcohol Sales by Carbon Chain (2021-2026)
8.3 Middle East & Africa Fatty Alcohol Sales by Application (2021-2026)
8.4 Egypt
8.5 South Africa
8.6 Israel
8.7 Turkey
8.8 GCC Countries

9 MARKET DRIVERS, CHALLENGES AND TRENDS
9.1 Market Drivers & Growth Opportunities

9.2 Market Challenges & Risks

9.3 Industry Trends

10 MANUFACTURING COST STRUCTURE ANALYSIS

10.1 Raw Material and Suppliers
10.2 Manufacturing Cost Structure Analysis of Fatty Alcohol
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10.3 Manufacturing Process Analysis of Fatty Alcohol
10.4 Industry Chain Structure of Fatty Alcohol

11 MARKETING, DISTRIBUTORS AND CUSTOMER

11.1 Sales Channel
11.1.1 Direct Channels
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11.2 Fatty Alcohol Distributors
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13.3 Musim Mas
13.3.1 Musim Mas Company Information
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(2027-2032)
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