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The global Aviation Life Jacket market size is predicted to grow from US$ 169 million in
2025 to US$ 250 million in 2032; it is expected to grow at a CAGR of 5.4% from 2026 to
2032.

Aviation Life Jacket refers to an aviation-certified personal flotation device designed for
aircraft passengers, flight crew, helicopter crew and other aviation personnel to provide
emergency buoyancy following ditching, forced water landing or evacuation over water.
Most products use compact inflatable single- or twin-cell buoyancy chambers
manufactured from coated technical fabrics and inflated by CO? cartridges, with oral
inflation as a backup. Depending on the intended user and aircraft type, products may
incorporate emergency lights, whistles, lifting beckets, buddy lines, spray protection,
harness interfaces and survival-equipment attachment points. Commercial
configurations include passenger life jackets, crew life jackets, infant and child life
jackets, constant-wear helicopter life jackets and specialized military or mission-oriented
flotation equipment. Key technical parameters include buoyancy, inflation method,
chamber configuration, packed size, total weight, donning time, CO? cylinder capacity
and compliance with FAA TSO-C13 series, TSO-C85 series, EASA ETSO or equivalent
aviation standards. This study focuses on aviation-specific inflatable life jackets and life
preservers used in commercial, general, helicopter, military and special-mission
aviation.

Key Findings
Passenger life jackets remain the largest product category by unit demand

Manual CO? inflation remains the mainstream configuration for airline passenger
products
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Commercial aviation represents the largest downstream application by installed-
unit volume

Helicopter and mission-specific life jackets generate higher unit values than standard
passenger products

Market Trends

The Aviation Life Jacket industry is evolving from relatively standardized passenger
flotation equipment toward lighter, more compact and application-specific survival
systems. Commercial airlines continue to prioritize low packed volume, rapid donning,
high reliability and simplified maintenance because large passenger aircraft may carry
hundreds of units per aircraft, making weight and stowage efficiency important fleet-
level considerations. At the same time, helicopter, offshore and special-mission
products are moving toward constant-wear designs that integrate flotation, harness
interfaces, survival accessories and enhanced ergonomic features. Improvements in
coated technical fabrics, seam construction, inflation valves, compact CO? systems and
emergency lighting are helping manufacturers reduce weight while maintaining
buoyancy and certification performance. Operators are also placing greater emphasis
on inspection traceability, service intervals and component replacement because
aviation flotation equipment requires tightly controlled maintenance. Longer-term
development will focus on lighter materials, improved comfort for extended wear, more
integrated survival functionality, simplified maintenance and stronger compatibility with
helicopter immersion suits, aviation harnesses and mission-specific equipment.

Market Dynamics

Drivers

Demand is supported by commercial aircraft deliveries, replacement of installed
passenger life jackets, over-water operating requirements and continued growth in
helicopter, offshore and special-mission aviation. Commercial aircraft represent the
largest installed base because each aircraft operating over water may require one life
jacket for every passenger seat plus additional crew units. Replacement demand is
structurally important because aviation life jackets are subject to inspection, servicing
and retirement requirements regardless of aircraft age. Growth in offshore energy,
search and rescue, emergency medical aviation and military helicopter operations also
supports demand for higher-value constant-wear and mission-specific products. Fleet
renewal and expansion in Asia Pacific, the Middle East and other growth regions create
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additional opportunities for both original-equipment supply and aftermarket replacement.

Restraints

The market is constrained by the mature nature of commercial passenger aviation
safety equipment, relatively long service lives and strict certification requirements. Once
an aircraft is equipped, replacement generally follows maintenance schedules,
component condition and regulatory requirements rather than frequent product
upgrades. Certification under FAA, EASA and other national aviation standards requires
extensive testing for buoyancy, inflation reliability, flammability, durability and
environmental performance, increasing development time and cost. Airline purchasing
Is also highly price-sensitive because passenger life jackets are installed in large
guantities, limiting supplier pricing flexibility in the high-volume segment. In addition,
airlines and aircraft manufacturers tend to retain approved suppliers and qualified
product configurations for long periods, creating relatively high barriers for new entrants.

Opportunities

The most attractive opportunities are developing in helicopter constant-wear life jackets,
offshore aviation, military and special-mission applications, and lightweight replacement
products for commercial fleets. Helicopter crews and passengers operating over water
require equipment that can be worn continuously and integrated with harnesses,
survival suits and other protective systems, supporting higher-value product
configurations. Manufacturers can also gain share by reducing packed size and weight
for airline passenger products, because small weight savings multiplied across large
fleets can create measurable operating benefits. Growth opportunities are also
emerging in emerging-market airline fleets, regional aviation and replacement programs
for aging installed equipment. Digital service records, serialized component tracking and
maintenance-support programs can further differentiate suppliers beyond hardware
sales.

Challenges

Manufacturers must maintain extremely high reliability while minimizing weight, volume
and total ownership cost. Inflation systems must perform after long storage periods and
under a wide range of temperatures, humidity and cabin conditions, while fabrics,
seams and valves must maintain airtight integrity throughout the certified service life.
Products for helicopters and special missions face additional challenges because users
require comfort, mobility and integration with survival equipment during prolonged wear.
Global suppliers must also support different certification regimes, airline specifications
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and maintenance practices. Maintaining spare-parts availability, replacement CO?
cylinders and authorized service capability across international airline networks is
therefore as important as initial product performance.

Industry Chain Analysis

The upstream Aviation Life Jacket industry includes coated technical fabrics,
polyurethane or elastomer coatings, webbing, buckles, oral inflation valves, CO?
cylinders, inflation heads, emergency lights, whistles, reflective materials, thread,
adhesives, sealing materials and packaging components. Specialized suppliers of gas
cylinders, valves and coated fabrics are particularly important because inflation
reliability and airtightness are critical safety characteristics.

Midstream manufacturers design buoyancy chambers, develop inflation and activation
systems, perform cutting and sealing, integrate emergency accessories, conduct
pressure and leak testing, manage aviation certification and supply finished life jackets
to aircraft manufacturers, airlines, helicopter operators and defense customers.
Downstream users include commercial airlines, general aviation operators, helicopter
fleets, military aviation, offshore aviation and search-and-rescue organizations. Value
creation is concentrated in low weight, compact packed volume, certification capability,
long-term reliability, serviceability, global maintenance support and the ability to supply
large fleets with consistent quality.

Segment Insights

By Product Type, the market includes Passenger Life Jacket, Crew Life Jacket and
Others. Passenger life jackets account for the largest unit volume because they are
installed across every applicable seat position in commercial aircraft. Crew products
represent lower volumes but often incorporate additional functionality and may
command higher unit values, particularly when designed for continuous wear or
specialist aviation operations. Infant, child, helicopter and mission-specific products are
generally included within the broader Other category when a simplified market
segmentation is required.

By Inflation System, the market includes Manual CO? Inflation, Automatic CO? Inflation
and Others. Manual CO? systems remain the dominant configuration in passenger
aviation because they reduce the risk of unintended inflation inside the aircraft cabin
and allow users to activate flotation after exiting the aircraft. Automatic systems are
more relevant to selected helicopter, military and specialist applications where
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immediate inflation following water entry may be required. By Buoyancy, products are
segmented into Below 100 N, 100-150 N, 150-200 N and Above 200 N. Lower and
medium buoyancy levels are common in compact passenger products, while higher-
buoyancy configurations are more prevalent in constant-wear, helicopter and mission-
specific systems.

Downstream Market Opportunities

Commercial aviation remains the largest downstream market because of the scale of
installed passenger seating and recurring fleet replacement demand. General aviation
creates opportunities for compact passenger and pilot flotation products used in aircraft
operating over coastal, island or remote-water routes. Military aviation supports demand
for more specialized life preservers integrated with harnesses, survival equipment and
mission gear. Helicopter operations, offshore transport and search-and-rescue missions
represent particularly attractive niches because products are commonly worn
throughout the flight and therefore require greater comfort, mobility and functional
integration. Future market opportunities will increasingly favor suppliers capable of
supporting original-equipment installation, aftermarket replacement, inspection and
service throughout the full equipment life cycle.

Regional Insights

North America and Europe represent major high-value markets because of their large
commercial fleets, mature general aviation industries, offshore helicopter operations
and established aerospace manufacturing bases. These regions also host several
leading aviation survival-equipment suppliers and maintain stringent FAA and EASA
certification requirements, reinforcing a strong focus on reliability, traceability and
maintenance support. Replacement demand from large installed fleets provides a stable
aftermarket foundation.

Asia Pacific is an important growth region as airline fleets continue to expand and
aircraft utilization increases across China, Southeast Asia and other markets. Japan
maintains a specialized domestic aerospace-safety capability, including aviation life-
preserver manufacturing for commercial and professional applications. China has a
growing aviation safety-equipment supply chain, although the number of manufacturers
with clearly verified aviation-certified life-jacket products remains more limited than in
North America and Europe. The Middle East also represents an attractive market
because of fleet expansion, long-haul over-water operations and substantial helicopter
activity in offshore and energy-related applications.
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Competitive Landscape Analysis

The global Aviation Life Jacket market is relatively specialized and certification-driven,
with competition concentrated among established aviation survival-equipment
manufacturers and broader life-saving equipment groups. Survitec, Safran, EAM
Worldwide, Switlik Survival Products, VIKING Life-Saving Equipment and Mustang
Survival participate across commercial, crew, helicopter or professional aviation
applications, while Life Support International, AVI Survival Products, Lifesaving Systems
and Survival Products serve specialist aviation and mission-oriented customers. Cathay
Consolidated provides aviation-certified manufacturing capabilities in Asia, while The
Fujikura Parachute Co., Ltd. represents a notable Japanese supplier of commercial
aviation life preservers and other flight-safety equipment. Competitive differentiation is
determined less by product appearance than by certification status, packed size, weight,
inflation reliability, service intervals, global maintenance support and long-term approval
with aircraft manufacturers and operators.

Report Scope

LP Information, Inc. (LPI) ' newest research report, the “Aviation Life Jacket Industry
Forecast” looks at past sales and reviews total world Aviation Life Jacket sales in 2025,
providing a comprehensive analysis by region and market sector of projected Aviation
Life Jacket sales for 2026 through 2032. With Aviation Life Jacket sales broken down by
region, market sector and sub-sector, this report provides a detailed analysis in US$
millions of the world Aviation Life Jacket industry.

This Insight Report provides a comprehensive analysis of the global Aviation Life Jacket
landscape and highlights key trends related to product segmentation, company
formation, revenue, and market share, latest development, and M&A activity. This report
also analyzes the strategies of leading global companies with a focus on Aviation Life
Jacket portfolios and capabilities, market entry strategies, market positions, and
geographic footprints, to better understand these firms’ unique position in an
accelerating global Aviation Life Jacket market.

This Insight Report evaluates the key market trends, drivers, and affecting factors
shaping the global outlook for Aviation Life Jacket and breaks down the forecast by
Product Type, by Application, geography, and market size to highlight emerging pockets
of opportunity. With a transparent methodology based on hundreds of bottom-up
gualitative and quantitative market inputs, this study forecast offers a highly nuanced
view of the current state and future trajectory in the global Aviation Life Jacket.
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This report presents a comprehensive overview, market shares, and growth
opportunities of Aviation Life Jacket market by product type, application, key
manufacturers and key regions and countries.

Market Segmentation
Segmentation by Product Type:
Passenger Life Jacket
Crew Life Jacket

Others

Segmentation by Inflation System:
Manual CO? Inflation
Automatic CO? Inflation

Others

Segmentation by Buoyancy:
Below 100 N
100-150 N
150-200 N

Above 200 N

Segmentation by Application:
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Commercial Aviation
General Aviation
Military Aviation

Others

This report also splits the market by region:
Americas
United States
Canada
Mexico
Brazil
APAC
China
Japan
Korea
Southeast Asia
India
Australia
Europe

Germany
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France
UK
Italy
Russia
Middle East & Africa
Egypt
South Africa
Israel
Turkey
GCC Countries
The below companies that are profiled have been selected based on inputs gathered
from primary experts and analysing the company's coverage, product portfolio, its
market penetration.
Survitec
Life Support International
AVI Survival Products
EAM Worldwide
Switlik Survival Products
Safran

Lifesaving Systems
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Mustang Survival

Cathay Consolidated

VIKING Life-Saving Equipment
The Fujikura Parachute Co., Ltd.

Survival Products

Key Questions Addressed in this Report
What is the 10-year outlook for the global Aviation Life Jacket market?

What factors are driving Aviation Life Jacket market growth, globally and by
region?

Which technologies are poised for the fastest growth by market and region?
How do Aviation Life Jacket market opportunities vary by end market size?

How does Aviation Life Jacket break out by Product Type, by Application?
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