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Polyisobutylene Market is expected to grow at a 6.42% CAGR, achieving USD 4.896
billion in 2031 from USD 3.370 billion in 2025.

Polyisobutylene (PIB) encompasses a family of non-drying, fully saturated synthetic
hydrocarbon polymers produced via cationic polymerization of isobutylene. Commercial
grades span low molecular weight (LM PIB, 200-6,000 Mn), medium (30,000-85,000
Mv), high (up to ~3 million Mv), and highly reactive (HR PIB) variants. The material’s
defining attributes—extremely low gas and moisture permeability, excellent electrical
insulation, high shear stability, and permanent tack—make it indispensable in tubeless
tire inner liners, adhesives, sealants, lubricant thickeners, fuel additives, and personal
care formulations.

Demand growth is broadly distributed but particularly pronounced in four high-volume
segments. First, the automotive sector remains the largest single consumer, driven by
the global shift to tubeless radial tires. PIB-based inner liners provide the critical oxygen
barrier that preserves tire pressure and carcass integrity over extended service life. With
India’s vehicle production continuing its post-pandemic recovery trajectory and the
construction of new tire plants accelerating, domestic PIB consumption for this
application is expanding rapidly.

Second, the construction and infrastructure boom is amplifying uptake in adhesives and
sealants. PIB and polybutene grades impart superior water resistance, UV stability, and
cold-flow characteristics to butyl sealants, roofing membranes, and waterproofing
compounds. As India targets a $1.4 trillion construction industry by the middle of this
decade, PIB-modified formulations are gaining share in high-performance glazing,
insulated glass, and structural silicone systems where long-term elasticity and adhesion
are non-negotiable.
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Third, industrial and automotive lubricants represent a resilient growth pocket.
Low- and medium-molecular-weight PIBs function as viscosity index improvers and
thickeners in gear oils, metalworking fluids, and greases, while high-molecular-weight
grades serve as drag-reducing agents and ashless dispersants. Highly reactive PIBs
are the preferred precursors for succinimide dispersants and mannitol-based detergents
used in modern low-SAPS engine oils. Rising equipment utilization rates and stricter
OEM specifications for shear-stable multigrade lubricants continue to support volume
gains.

Fourth, personal care and cosmetics have emerged as a high-margin niche.
Hydrogenated polyisobutylene and low-MW PIBs act as non-comedogenic emollients,
gloss enhancers, and pigment dispersants in lipsticks, mascaras, skin creams, and hair
styling products. Formulators value the clean sensory profile, film-forming ability, and
water-repellency these ingredients deliver without the regulatory concerns associated
with mineral oil or silicone alternatives.

From a product portfolio perspective, suppliers have segmented offerings to match end-
use performance windows. Conventional low-MW polybutenes (e.g., 2—40 cSt kinematic
viscosity) target lubricants and two-stroke additives. Highly reactive LM PIB grades (HR
230—-HR 2300) enable efficient derivatization into fuel and lubricant additives while also
serving cling-film, electrical insulation, and pressure-sensitive adhesive markets.
Medium- and high-MW grades (Polybol™ series) cover industrial rubber modification,
chewing-gum base, food-grade sealants, and stretch-wrap applications, with food-
contact compliance available where required.

India stands out as one of the fastest-growing regional markets. Sustained double-digit
increases in passenger car and two-wheeler production, combined with aggressive
infrastructure spending under various government programs, create a favorable
demand-supply imbalance that supports premium pricing for imported and domestically
produced PIB alike. Local capacity remains limited, making the country structurally
dependent on Northeast Asian and European suppliers for high-purity and specialty
grades.

For industry participants, the strategic implications are clear. Tire, adhesive, and
lubricant formulators must secure long-term supply agreements for critical molecular-
weight grades, particularly HR PIB used in additive synthesis. Producers are prioritizing
capacity debottlenecking and backward integration into C4 raffinate to mitigate raw-
material volatility. Downstream converters are increasingly specifying food- and pharma-
grade PIB to future-proof formulations against evolving regulatory scrutiny. Overall,
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polyisobutylene occupies a defensively strong position: its performance attributes are
difficult to replicate with alternative chemistries, end-market growth drivers are secular
rather than cyclical, and barriers to entry for new polymer capacity remain high. These
dynamics ensure continued healthy margins and steady volume expansion across the
value chain.

Key Benefits of this Report:

Insightful Analysis: Gain detailed market insights covering major as well as
emerging geographical regions, focusing on customer segments, government
policies and socio-economic factors, consumer preferences, industry verticals,
and other sub-segments.

Competitive Landscape: Understand the strategic maneuvers employed by key
players globally to understand possible market penetration with the correct

strategy.

Market Drivers & Future Trends: Explore the dynamic factors and pivotal market
trends and how they will shape future market developments.

Actionable Recommendations: Utilize the insights to exercise strategic decisions
to uncover new business streams and revenues in a dynamic environment.

Caters to a Wide Audience: Beneficial and cost-effective for startups, research
institutions, consultants, SMEs, and large enterprises.
What do businesses use our reports for?
Industry and Market Insights, Opportunity Assessment, Product Demand Forecasting,
Market Entry Strategy, Geographical Expansion, Capital Investment Decisions,
Regulatory Framework & Implications, New Product Development, Competitive
Intelligence
Report Coverage:

Historical data from 2021 to 2025 & forecast data from 2026 to 2031

Growth Opportunities, Challenges, Supply Chain Outlook, Regulatory
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Framework, and Trend Analysis
Competitive Positioning, Strategies, and Market Share Analysis

Revenue Growth and Forecast Assessment of segments and regions including
countries

Company Profiling (Strategies, Products, Financial Information, and Key
Developments among others.
Polyisobutylene Market Segmentation:
By Molecular Weight
High
Medium
Low
By Product
HR-PIB
C-PIB
By Application
Automotive Components
Fuel Additives
Adhesives & Sealants
Lubricant Additives

Others
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By Geography

North America

USA

Canada

Mexico

South America

Brazil

Argentina

Others

Europe

Germany

France
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United Kingdom

Spain

Others

Middle East and Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Others

Asia Pacific

China

India
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Japan

South Korea

Indonesia

Thailand

Others
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