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The Turkey leisure travel market size reached USD 13.0 Billion in 2025. Looking
forward, the market is projected to reach USD 25.3 Billion by 2034, exhibiting a growth
rate (CAGR) of 7.45% during 2026-2034. The market in Turkey is anchored by historical
and cultural tourism, with globally renowned landmarks, heritage sites, and religious
attractions drawing millions of visitors. Coastal resorts in Antalya, Bodrum, and
Marmaris sustain strong beach and maritime tourism, supported by luxury resorts and
all-inclusive travel packages. Wellness traditions such as Turkish baths, modern spa
services, shopping hubs, and gastronomy further diversify leisure offerings, appealing to
broad traveler demographics, further augmenting the Turkey leisure travel market
share.

TURKEY LEISURE TRAVEL MARKET TRENDS:
Cultural Heritage and Historical Attractions Driving Tourism

Turkey has one of the richest cultural and historical legacies in the world, and this
heritage plays a central role in shaping its leisure tourism sector. The country’s
geography bridges Europe and Asia, enabling a diverse accumulation of civilizations,
from the Byzantines and Ottomans to the Greeks and Romans, each leaving behind
monumental sites. Visitors are drawn to Istanbul’'s Hagia Sophia, Blue Mosque, and
Topkapi Palace, while Cappadocia’s rock-hewn churches and Pamukkale’s terraces
offer unique natural-historical blends. UNESCO World Heritage sites such as Ephesus
and G?bekli Tepe further elevate its cultural appeal, positioning Turkey as a living
museum for global travelers. Beyond major landmarks, bazaars, culinary traditions, and
crafts highlight Turkey’s intangible cultural heritage, enhancing visitor experiences.
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Pilgrimage tourism also contributes significantly, with sites of Islamic, Christian,
and other religious significance drawing millions annually. After more than eighty words
of analysis, it becomes evident that the preservation and promotion of cultural assets
remain central to sustaining Turkey leisure travel market growth, as heritage-driven
tourism continues to attract diverse international audiences.

Coastal Tourism and Resort-Led Leisure Economy

Turkey’s extensive coastline along the Mediterranean, Aegean, and Black Seas serves
as a cornerstone for leisure tourism, particularly during the summer months.
Destinations such as Antalya, Bodrum, and Marmaris are world-renowned for their
resort infrastructure, all-inclusive holiday packages, and vibrant nightlife scenes.
Tourists from Europe, Russia, and the Middle East frequent these locations for sun,
sea, and sand experiences, supported by well-developed hospitality services. Yachting
and cruise tourism further strengthen coastal offerings, with marinas and ports catering
to luxury travelers. Seasonal festivals, beach clubs, and wellness tourism integrated into
coastal resorts diversify the leisure experience. The availability of high-quality
accommodation, spanning from budget-friendly hotels to luxury resorts, ensures
inclusivity across traveler segments. Government support for tourism development
along these coasts, including marketing campaigns and infrastructure investment,
sustains international arrivals. Additionally, the region benefits from favorable climate
conditions, extending the holiday season beyond peak summer months. These factors
highlight how coastal tourism consolidates Turkey’s position as a preferred leisure
travel destination, balancing both mass-market appeal and luxury-driven segments.

Wellness, Shopping, and Culinary Tourism Expansion

Wellness tourism, shopping culture, and gastronomy are increasingly driving Turkey’s
leisure travel appeal beyond traditional segments. Hamams, or Turkish baths, remain
iconic wellness experiences, blending relaxation with cultural immersion. Modern spas
and medical tourism facilities complement these traditional offerings, attracting travelers
seeking both recreation and healthcare. Istanbul, Ankara, and Izmir are global shopping
hubs, with large malls, designer boutiques, and traditional bazaars, including the Grand
Bazaar, offering a mix of modern and historic retail experiences. Turkey’s culinary
landscape also enhances leisure travel, featuring dishes such as kebabs, baklava, and
mezes, along with regional wine tourism in areas like Cappadocia. Culinary festivals
and cooking tours appeal to travelers seeking immersive food experiences. Moreover,
the integration of cultural heritage into shopping and gastronomy creates a layered
travel experience. Tourist arrivals have grown by 9% in the first half of 2025 compared
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to the same period in 2024. Meanwhile, tourism revenue has grown by 114%,
suggesting a notable rise in average spending per visitor or an expansion in the range
of tourism-related services offered. The combination of wellness, shopping, and
gastronomy elevates the country’s leisure profile, appealing to visitors seeking holistic
and experiential tourism products, while also supporting year-round demand.
TURKEY LEISURE TRAVEL MARKET SEGMENTATION:
IMARC Group provides an analysis of the key trends in each segment of the market,
along with forecasts at the country and regional levels for 2026-2034. Our report has
categorized the market based on traveler type, age group, expenditure type, and sales
channel.
Traveler Type Insights:

Solo

Group
The report has provided a detailed breakup and analysis of the market based on the
traveler type. This includes solo and group.
Age Group Insights:

Baby Boomers

Generation X

Millennial

Generation Z
The report has provided a detailed breakup and analysis of the market based on the

age group. This includes baby boomers, generation X, millennial, and generation Z.

Expenditure Type Insights:
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Lodging

Transportation

Food and Beverages

Events and Entertainment

Others
The report has provided a detailed breakup and analysis of the market based on the
expenditure type. This includes lodging, transportation, food and beverages, events and
entertainment, and others.
Sales Channel Insights:

Conventional Channel

Online Channel
The report has provided a detailed breakup and analysis of the market based on the
sales channel. This includes conventional channel and online channel.
Regional Insights:

Marmara

Central Anatolia

Mediterranean

Aegean

Southeastern Anatolia

Black Sea
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Eastern Anatolia

The report has also provided a comprehensive analysis of all major regional markets.
This includes Marmara, Central Anatolia, Mediterranean, Aegean, Southeastern
Anatolia, Black Sea, and Eastern Anatolia.

COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPE:

The market research report has also provided a comprehensive analysis of the
competitive landscape. Competitive analysis such as market structure, key player
positioning, top winning strategies, competitive dashboard, and company evaluation
guadrant has been covered in the report. Also, detailed profiles of all major companies
have been provided.

KEY QUESTIONS ANSWERED IN THIS REPORT

How has the Turkey leisure travel market performed so far and how will it perform in the
coming years?

What is the breakup of the Turkey leisure travel market on the basis of traveler type?
What is the breakup of the Turkey leisure travel market on the basis of age group?
What is the breakup of the Turkey leisure travel market on the basis of expenditure
type?

What is the breakup of the Turkey leisure travel market on the basis of sales channel?
What is the breakup of the Turkey leisure travel market on the basis of region?

What are the various stages in the value chain of the Turkey leisure travel market?
What are the key driving factors and challenges in the Turkey leisure travel market?
What is the structure of the Turkey leisure travel market and who are the key players?
What is the degree of competition in the Turkey leisure travel market?
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