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The South Korea textile chemicals market size reached USD 530.2 Million in 2025. The
market is projected to reach USD 739.2 Million by 2034, exhibiting a growth rate
(CAGR) of 3.65% during 2026-2034. The market is driven by growing demand for high-
performance and sustainable textiles, supported by innovations in dyeing, finishing, and
coating technologies. The rise in technical textiles for automotive, medical, and
industrial use further fuels growth. Government policies promoting eco-friendly
manufacturing and exports, along with increasing consumer preference for functional
and fashionable fabrics, also contribute significantly to market expansion boosting the
South Korea textile chemical market share.

SOUTH KOREA TEXTILE CHEMICAL MARKET TRENDS:
Regulatory Support Accelerates Sustainable Chemical Adoption

In July 2024, South Korea’s Ministry of Environment introduced a landmark directive
promoting the phase-out of hazardous textile chemicals and encouraging adoption of
eco-friendly alternatives. This regulatory initiative aligns with the Green Chemicals
Program, which offers incentives for the development and application of biodegradable
auxiliaries, low-VOC dyes, and fluorine-free finishing agents. The policy aims to reduce
environmental impact from textile manufacturing by lowering effluent toxicity and
encouraging sustainable chemical innovations. Consequently, manufacturers have
accelerated the reformulation of textile auxiliaries to meet stringent ecological
standards, with growing investments in enzyme-based treatments and silicone-free
repellents. These environmentally conscious initiatives have been complemented by
enhanced government funding and increased monitoring of chemical usage. The
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combined effect of these measures is a marked transformation in the chemical
inputs used in textiles, contributing to a more sustainable industry. This regulatory
momentum supports a significant structural evolution within the sector, underscoring the
positive outlook of South Korea textile chemical market growth.

Advancements in Dyeing and Finishing Technologies

In January 2025, revisions to South Korea’s K-REACH regulations increased chemical
registration thresholds, enabling faster approval and commercialization of innovative
textile chemicals. This regulatory amendment has facilitated accelerated adoption of
enzyme assisted pre-treatment agents and advanced digital inkjet dyes, which
contribute to significant water and energy savings in dyeing processes. Supported by
government-backed Smart Manufacturing initiatives, multiple pilot projects have been
launched to integrate Al-driven controls and loT-based monitoring systems within
finishing operations. These technological innovations are widely implemented across
apparel, home textiles, and industrial fabrics to enhance functionality, delivering benefits
such as improved color fastness, UV protection, and antimicrobial properties. By shifting
from conventional bulk chemical inputs toward precision-engineered formulations
tailored for specific textile applications, manufacturers enhance better resource
efficiency and meet evolving sustainability standards. This transition supports both
environmental goals and product differentiation, enabling companies to stay competitive
in a rapidly modernizing industry landscape. Together, these developments highlight a
robust technological transformation and signify important South Korea textile chemical
market trends.

Growing Demand from Diversified Textile Applications

The 2024 Textile and Fashion Industry Competitiveness Strategy Underscores South
Korea’s focus on broadening the application spectrum of textile chemicals beyond
traditional apparel markets. This strategy has driven growth in specialty chemicals
designed for home furnishings, filtration materials, structural fabrics, and emerging
smart textiles that integrate digital functionalities. These advanced textile sectors require
highly specialized chemical treatments, including flame retardants, durable coatings,
surface hardeners, and responsive finishes that provide enhanced performance and
safety features. Chemical developers are increasingly involved at initial stages of fabric
and yarn design, embedding functional properties directly into materials to meet
stringent industry standards. This collaborative approach between chemical formulators
and textile manufacturers drives innovation and positions specialty chemicals as crucial
enablers of technical textile advancements. The shift toward diversified end-use
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applications drives portfolio expansion and encourages the production of higher value,
tailored chemical solutions. As a result, the industry is evolving from reliance on
commodity inputs to a more sophisticated value chain, emphasizing the growing
importance of specialty chemicals in South Korea’s evolving textile sector.
SOUTH KOREA TEXTILE CHEMICAL MARKET SEGMENTATION:
IMARC Group provides an analysis of the key trends in each segment of the market,
along with forecasts at the country and regional levels for 2026-2034. Our report has
categorized the market based on fiber type, product type, and application.
Fiber Type Insights:

Natural Fiber

Synthetic Fiber
The report has provided a detailed breakup and analysis of the market based on the
fiber type. This includes natural fiber and synthetic fiber.
Product Type Insights:

Coating and Sizing Chemicals

Finishing Agents

Colorants and Auxiliaries

Surfactants

Desizing Agents

Others
A detailed breakup and analysis of the market based on the product type have also

been provided in the report. This includes coating and sizing chemicals, finishing
agents, colorants and auxiliaries, surfactants, desizing agents, and others.
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Application Insights:

Home Furnishing

Apparels

Industrial Textile

Automotive Textile

Others
The report has provided a detailed breakup and analysis of the market based on the
application. This includes home furnishing, apparels, industrial textile, automotive
textile, and others.
Regional Insights:

Seoul Capital Area

Yeongnam (Southeastern Region)

Honam (Southwestern Region)

Hoseo (Central Region)

Others
The report has also provided a comprehensive analysis of all the major regional
markets, which include the Seoul Capital Area, Yeongham (Southeastern Region),
Honam (Southwestern Region), Hoseo (Central Region), and others.

COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPE:

The market research report has also provided a comprehensive analysis of the
competitive landscape. Competitive analysis such as market structure, key player
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positioning, top winning strategies, competitive dashboard, and company evaluation
guadrant has been covered in the report. Also, detailed profiles of all major companies
have been provided.

KEY QUESTIONS ANSWERED IN THIS REPORT

How has the South Korea textile chemical market performed so far and how will it
perform in the coming years?

What is the breakup of the South Korea textile chemical market on the basis of fiber
type?

What is the breakup of the South Korea textile chemical market on the basis of product
type?

What is the breakup of the South Korea textile chemical market on the basis of
application?

What is the breakup of the South Korea textile chemical market on the basis of region?
What are the various stages in the value chain of the South Korea textile chemical
market?

What are the key driving factors and challenges in the South Korea textile chemical?
What is the structure of the South Korea textile chemical market and who are the key
players?

What is the degree of competition in the South Korea textile chemical market?
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