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The South Korea specialty food ingredients market size reached USD 1,692.5 Million in
2025. Looking forward, IMARC Group expects the market to reach USD 2,501.3 Million

Increasing consumer demand for healthier, convenient, and diverse food products,
including functional, clean-label, and plant-based options, is one of the factors
contributing to South Korea specialty food ingredients market share. Technological
advancements and the growth of the food processing industry also play a significant
role.

SOUTH KOREA SPECIALTY FOOD INGREDIENTS MARKET TRENDS:

Global Expansion in Specialty Food Ingredients

South Korea's specialty food ingredients market is increasingly global in focus, with
businesses actively expanding their international presence. Top industry players are
taking advantage of major global events to promote innovative, high-functional
ingredients. These platforms provide businesses with an opportunity to meet global
partners and discover new markets, establishing the sector's emphasis on extending its
reach globally. It is on supplying functional ingredients that cater to varied consumer
needs and are in line with changing food technology trends. Through taking part in
international expos and reinforcing international connections, businesses seek to
expand their market presence, create increased visibility for their products, and stay
competitive internationally. This quest for going global is redefining the future of the
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South Korean specialty food ingredients industry. These factors are intensifying
the South Korea specialty food ingredients market growth. For example, in July 2024,
Samyang Corporation, a South Korean leader in specialty food ingredients, boosted its
global presence by participating in the International Food Technology Expo (IFT) 2024
in Chicago. With over 1,300 companies from 100+ countries, the event provides a
platform for Samyang to showcase its high-functional ingredients. This initiative
underscores the company's efforts to expand its international market footprint and
enhance its position in the global food technology sector.

Promoting Gastronomic Tourism

South Korea is focusing on food-driven tourism to attract visitors and showcase its rich
culinary heritage. The 'Taste Your Korea' campaign, launched by the Ministry of Culture,
Sports, and Tourism, and the Korea Tourism Organization, highlights iconic dishes such
as Busan's 'dwaeji gukbap' and Suwon's ‘wanggalbi,’ alongside signature ingredients
like Wan Island's 'gim' and Yangpyeong's 'makgeolli.’ This initiative positions Korea as a
premier destination for food tourism, tapping into global interest in authentic and diverse
culinary experiences. By emphasizing regional specialties, the campaign aims to draw
tourists, enrich their travel experience, and strengthen the country’s appeal as a
gastronomic hub, reinforcing food tourism as a key part of South Korea's international
image. For instance, in July 2024, South Korea's Ministry of Culture, Sports, and
Tourism, along with the Korea Tourism Organization, launched the 'Taste Your Korea'
gastronomic tourism campaign. Featuring iconic dishes like Busan's 'dwaeji gukbap'
and Suwon's 'wanggalbi,’ along with key ingredients like Wan Island's 'gim' and
Yangpyeong's 'makgeolli,’ the initiative promotes Korea'’s diverse food culture to attract
tourists and strengthen its position as a top food tourism destination.

SOUTH KOREA SPECIALTY FOOD INGREDIENTS MARKET SEGMENTATION:
IMARC Group provides an analysis of the key trends in each segment of the market,
along with forecasts at the country and regional levels for 2026-2034. Our report has
categorized the market based on product type, source, application, and distribution
channel.

Product Type Insights:

Specialty Sensory Ingredients

Enzymes
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Emulsifiers
Flavors
Colorants
Others
Specialty Functional Ingredients
Vitamins
Minerals
Antioxidants
Preservatives
Others
The report has provided a detailed breakup and analysis of the market based on the
product type. This includes specialty sensory ingredients (enzymes, emulsifiers, flavors,
colorants, and others) and specialty functional ingredients (vitamins, minerals,
antioxidants, preservatives, and others).
Source Insights:
Natural
Synthetic
The report has provided a detailed breakup and analysis of the market based on the

source. This includes natural and synthetic.

Application Insights:
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Beverages
Bakery and Confectionery
Dairy Products
Processed Foods
Meat Products
Savory and Sweet Snacks
A detailed breakup and analysis of the market based on the application have also been

provided in the report. This includes beverages, bakery and confectionery, dairy
products, processed foods, meat products, savory and sweet snacks, and others.

Distribution Channel Insights:
Distributors
Manufacturers
The report has provided a detailed breakup and analysis of the market based on the
distribution channel. This includes distributors and manufacturers.
Regional Insights:
Seoul Capital Area
Yeongnam (Southeastern Region)
Honam (Southwestern Region)

Hoseo (Central Region)
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The report has also provided a comprehensive analysis of all the major regional
markets, which include Seoul Capital Area, Yeongnam (Southeastern Region), Honam
(Southwestern Region), Hoseo (Central Region), and others.

COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPE:

The market research report has also provided a comprehensive analysis of the
competitive landscape. Competitive analysis such as market structure, key player
positioning, top winning strategies, competitive dashboard, and company evaluation
guadrant has been covered in the report. Also, detailed profiles of all major companies
have been provided.

KEY QUESTIONS ANSWERED IN THIS REPORT

How has the South Korea specialty food ingredients market performed so far and how
will it perform in the coming years?

What is the breakup of the South Korea specialty food ingredients market on the basis
of product type?

What is the breakup of the South Korea specialty food ingredients market on the basis
of source?

What is the breakup of the South Korea specialty food ingredients market on the basis
of application?

What is the breakup of the South Korea specialty food ingredients market on the basis
of distribution channel?

What is the breakup of the South Korea specialty food ingredients market on the basis
of region?

What are the various stages in the value chain of the South Korea specialty food
ingredients market?

What are the key driving factors and challenges in the South Korea specialty food
ingredients market?

What is the structure of the South Korea specialty food ingredients market and who are
the key players?

What is the degree of competition in the South Korea specialty food ingredients market?
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