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South Korea private equity market size reached USD 16,467.3 Million in 2025. Looking
forward, IMARC Group expects the market to reach USD 36,662.4 Million by 2034,
exhibiting a growth rate (CAGR) of 9.02% during 2026-2034. The growing focus of
companies to secure long-term capital that is not easily accessible through conventional
financing channels is primarily driving the market growth across the country.

SOUTH KOREA PRIVATE EQUITY MARKET ANALYSIS:

Major Market Drivers : The growing number of high-net-worth individuals,
institutional investors, and specialized firms is further bolstering the market
growth. Besides this, the pursuit of substantial returns over specific investment
periods, usually five to seven years, is also propelling the South Korea private
equity market growth.

Key Market Trends : The South Korean government has been implementing
policies to support private equity investment, including regulatory reforms and
incentives to attract foreign investors, which is further proliferating the market's
growth. Moreover, the technology and innovation sectors, including fintech and
biotech, are attracting significant interest due to their growth potential and the
country’s strong focus on technological advancements, thereby further driving
the market demand.

Competitive Landscape: The South Korea private equity market analysis report
has also provided a comprehensive analysis of the competitive landscape in the
market. Also, detailed profiles of all major companies have been provided.
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Geographical Trends: Increasing interest in tech startups and innovation-driven
sectors, along with a growing focus on ESG (Environmental, Social, and
Governance) investments in Seoul, is driving the market's growth. Moreover, the
Honam region has seen increasing private equity interest due to its strong focus
on agriculture, traditional industries, and emerging sectors, such as
biotechnology and tourism.

Challenges and Opportunities : The high competition and rigorous regulatory
environment among key players are hampering the market's growth. However,
South Korea’s robust economic growth and technological advancements
present opportunities for private equity investment in various sectors, including
technology, healthcare, and green energy.

SOUTH KOREA PRIVATE EQUITY MARKET TRENDS:
Economic Growth

The rising economic growth and an expanding GDP are significant drivers for the South
Korean private equity (PE) market. For instance, according to Statista, in 2023, South
Korea's real GDP increased by roughly 1.36% compared to the previous year. As South
Korea’s economy grows, new investment opportunities emerge across various sectors.
Private equity firms are attracted to these opportunities as they seek to invest in
companies with high growth potential. These factors are further positively influencing
the South Korea private equity market forecast.

Growing Corporate Sector

South Korea is home to numerous large and innovative companies, especially in the
technology, manufacturing, and consumer sectors. For instance, according to an article
published by HRM Asia, as of the end of 2020, the country had 6,013,000 enterprises, a
17.8% increase over the previous five years. Similarly, according to Statistics Korea,
276,000 new companies were established in the first quarter, excluding those tied to
real estate. The presence of high-quality assets and growth opportunities in these
sectors attracts private equity investors looking for high returns. These factors are
further contributing to the South Korea private equity market share.

Changing Demographics
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South Korea’s aging population and changing consumer preferences are driving growth
in sectors such as healthcare, senior living, and consumer goods. For instance,
according to Statista, in 2023, there were nearly 2 million people aged 65 years and
older in Gyeonggi Province, South Korea. Seoul followed with about 1.7 million. The
total number of people aged 65 and older was around 9.7 million in 2023. Private equity
firms are investing in these areas to capitalize on emerging trends and opportunities.
These factors are augmenting the South Korea private equity market demand.

SOUTH KOREA PRIVATE EQUITY MARKET SEGMENTATION:

IMARC Group provides an analysis of the key trends in each segment of the market,
along with forecasts at the country and regional levels for 2026-2034. Our report has
categorized the market based on fund type.

Breakup by Fund Type:
Buyout
Venture Capital (VCs)
Real Estate
Infrastructure

Others

The report has provided a detailed breakup and analysis of the market based on the
fund type. This includes buyout, venture capital (VCs), real estate, infrastructure, and
others.

According to the South Korea private equity market outlook, buyouts involve acquiring a
controlling interest in a company, often with the intention of restructuring or growing the
business to enhance its value. South Korea has a number of mature, established
companies that are ripe for buyouts. These companies often have stable cash flows and
solid market positions, making them attractive targets for buyout firms looking to
implement operational improvements or strategic growth plans. Moreover, venture
capital involves investing in early-stage companies with high growth potential, typically
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in exchange for equity. Besides this, real estate investments involve acquiring,
developing, or managing properties for income generation or capital appreciation. There
is strong interest in commercial real estate, including office spaces, retail centers, and
logistics facilities, driven by the expansion of businesses and e-commerce.

Breakup by Region:
Seoul Capital Area
Yeongnam (Southeastern Region)
Honam (Southwestern Region)
Hoseo (Central Region)

Others

The report has also provided a comprehensive analysis of all the major regional
markets, which include Seoul Capital Area, Yeongnam (Southeastern Region), Honam
(Southwestern Region), Hoseo (Central Region), and others.

According to the South Korea private equity market outlook report, the Seoul Capital
Area, which includes Seoul, Incheon, and Gyeonggi Province, is the economic and
financial hub of South Korea. It's the most active region for private equity due to its
concentration of businesses, advanced infrastructure, and high economic output.
Moreover, Yeongam is located in the southeastern part of South Korea, which is not as
economically prominent as the Seoul Capital Area. The region is best known for its
agricultural and industrial activities. Private equity interest here might be lower
compared to more economically vibrant regions, but there could be opportunities in
specific sectors like regional development projects or local manufacturing.

COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPE:

The South Korea private equity market research report has also provided a
comprehensive analysis of the competitive landscape in the market. Competitive
analysis such as market structure, key player positioning, top winning strategies,
competitive dashboard, and company evaluation quadrant has been covered in the
report. Also, detailed profiles of all major companies have been provided.
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KEY QUESTIONS ANSWERED IN THIS REPORT

How has the South Korea private equity market performed so far and how will it perform
in the coming years?

What has been the impact of COVID-19 on the South Korea private equity market?
What is the breakup of the South Korea private equity market on the basis of fund type?
What are the various stages in the value chain of the South Korea private equity
market?

What are the key driving factors and challenges in the South Korea private equity?
What is the structure of the South Korea private equity market and who are the key
players?

What is the degree of competition in the South Korea private equity market?
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