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Abstracts

The European paper cups market size reached 60.8 Billion Units in 2025. Looking

forward, IMARC Group expects the market to reach 69.4 Billion Units by 2034,

exhibiting a growth rate (CAGR) of 1.44% during 2026-2034. The increasing awareness

about the negative impact of plastic waste on the environment, the rising product use in

the food service industry, and the growing product adoption in coffee shops and tea

houses are some of the factors propelling the market.

Paper cups have gained popularity as an eco-friendly alternative to plastic cups. These

disposable containers are made from renewable resources like paper and are

biodegradable and recyclable. The demand for paper cups has increased with

increasing environmental concerns and government regulations on single-use plastics.

They are widely used in the food service industry, including restaurants, cafes, and

takeaway establishments, for serving hot and cold beverages. Paper cups offer

convenience, hygiene, and insulation properties, making them suitable for various

applications. As consumers and businesses prioritize sustainability, the paper cups

market will continue to grow, contributing to a greener and more environmentally
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conscious future.

The market in Europe is majorly driven by the easy availability and affordability of the

product. In line with this, the rapid advancements in product manufacturing technology

are significantly contributing to the market. Furthermore, the increasing product

adoption in numerous companies and organizations adopting sustainability goals by

opting for paper cups is positively influencing the market. Apart from this, the coffee and

tea market in Europe is expanding rapidly, creating a need for disposable cups,

especially for on-the-go consumption.

Moreover, the expansion of restaurants, cafes, and takeaway establishments is

propelling the demand for these products. Besides, consumers across the region are

increasingly seeking products and packaging solutions that align with their

environmental values, thus augmenting the product uptake. Additionally, the rising

awareness about the harmful impact of plastic waste on the environment is creating a

positive outlook for the market.

Paper Cups Market in Europe Trends/Drivers:

Changing consumer lifestyles and preferences

Consumers in European countries are becoming more environmentally conscious and

are actively seeking sustainable alternatives to single-use plastics. This shift in

consumer preferences has significantly impacted the paper cups market in Europe.

People are increasingly opting for paper cups for their takeaway beverages, picnics,

and other on-the-go needs since they provide a practical solution, especially for

individuals who lead busy lifestyles and rely on takeaway beverages as a part of their

daily routine. As these cups offer a lightweight and portable option that allows

consumers to enjoy their drinks while on the move, their convenience and eco-friendly

nature make them a preferred choice among European consumers, thus contributing to

the market growth.

Rising supportive government policies and incentives

Several European governments have implemented policies and incentives to promote

sustainable practices and reduce plastic waste. This includes measures like plastic bag

bans, extended producer responsibility schemes, and incentives for businesses to

switch to eco-friendly packaging alternatives. Such supportive policies have created a

favorable market environment for paper cups in Europe.
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Additionally, numerous governments often partner with industry stakeholders to develop

recycling infrastructure. This collaboration ensures that used cups are efficiently

collected, sorted, and recycled for reducing their environmental impact. It also often

involves public awareness campaigns to educate consumers about the importance of

proper waste management and recycling, further driving the demand for paper cups as

a sustainable choice.

The increasing number of events and festivals

The vibrant culture of events and festivals in Europe contributes to the increased sales

of paper cups. Throughout the year, Europe hosts a multitude of events, including music

festivals, sports events, outdoor concerts, and street fairs, attracting large crowds.

These events often require a convenient and hygienic solution for serving beverages,

making paper cups ideal.

Paper cups offer portability and ease of use and eliminate the need for dishwashing,

making them a practical option for event organizers. Moreover, the emphasis on

sustainability and reducing plastic waste has prompted event organizers to opt for eco-

friendly alternatives like paper cups. The increasing demand generated by events and

festivals in Europe drives the growth of the paper cups market in the region.

Paper Cups Industry in Europe Segmentation:

The research provides an analysis of the key trends in each segment of the Europe

paper cups market report, along with forecasts at the regional and country levels from

2026-2034. Our report has categorized the market based on cup type, wall type,

application, distribution channel and end user.

Breakup by Cup Type:

Hot Paper Cups

Cold Paper Cups

The report has provided a detailed breakup and analysis of the market based on cup

type. This includes hot paper cups and cold paper cups.
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Europe has a popular culture of consuming hot beverages such as coffee, tea, and hot

chocolate. Hot paper cups are specifically designed to withstand high temperatures,

providing insulation and preventing heat transfer to the hands of consumers. The

demand for hot paper cups has accelerated with the growing popularity of specialty

coffees and the increasing number of coffee shops and cafes. The convenience and

environmental friendliness of these cups have made them a preferred choice for serving

hot beverages, further contributing to market growth.

Furthermore, Europe experiences a substantial demand for cold beverages, especially

during the warmer months. Cold paper cups are designed with a special coating to

prevent condensation and maintain the beverage's temperature. They are widely used

for serving chilled drinks like iced coffee, smoothies, soft drinks, and cold water. The

rising takeaway and on-the-go consumption trend has fueled the demand for cold paper

cups in Europe. These cups provide a sustainable and convenient solution for

consumers to enjoy their favorite cold beverages while minimizing their environmental

impact.

Breakup by Wall Type:

Single Wall

Double Wall

Triple Wall

A detailed breakup and analysis of the paper cups market based on the wall type have

also been provided in the report. This includes single wall, double wall, and triple wall.

Single wall cups are the most commonly used for hot and cold beverages. They are

cost-effective, lightweight, and suitable for a wide range of applications. Single wall cups

are widely used in cafes, fast-food chains, and takeaway establishments across Europe.

The affordability and versatility of these cups make them a popular choice among

businesses and consumers.

Furthermore, double wall cups provide enhanced insulation and heat retention

properties, making them ideal for serving hot beverages like coffee, tea, and hot

chocolate. These cups consist of an additional layer of insulation, which helps to keep

the drink hot and prevents the outer layer from becoming too hot to handle. The
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demand for double wall cups has increased in Europe, especially in specialty coffee

shops and premium cafes focusing on delivering an elevated beverage experience.

Moreover, the triple wall cups offer the highest insulation and heat retention level among

the different wall types. These cups are designed to provide exceptional thermal

insulation, making them suitable for serving extremely hot beverages or beverages that

need to be kept hot for an extended period. While triple wall cups have a relatively niche

market in Europe, they find applications in upscale establishments, high-end events,

and specialty coffee shops where maintaining optimal beverage temperature is crucial.

Breakup by Application:

Tea and Coffee

Chilled food and Beverage

Other.

A detailed breakup and analysis of the paper cups market based on the application

have also been provided in the report. This includes tea and coffee, chilled food and

beverage, and others

Europe has a strong tea and coffee culture, with a high consumption rate of these

beverages. Paper cups are widely used in cafes, coffee shops, and takeaway

establishments to serve hot tea and coffee. The breakup by application reflects the

significant demand for paper cups in this sector. The convenience and eco-friendly

nature of paper cups make them a preferred choice for consumers, thereby contributing

to the market.

Furthermore, these cups are ideal for serving iced coffee, smoothies, soft drinks, and

other cold beverages. The popularity of these chilled products, particularly during the

summer, drives the demand for paper cups in Europe. The convenience and

sustainability aspects of paper cups align with the on-the-go consumption trend, further

propelling the market.

Breakup by End User:

Coffee and Tea Shops
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QSR and Other Fast Food Shops

Offices and Educational Institutions

Residential Use

Others

A detailed breakup and analysis of the paper cups market based on the end user have

also been provided in the report. This includes coffee and tea shops, QSR and other

fast food shops, offices and educational institutions, residential use, and others.

Paper cups are widely used in coffee and tea shops across Europe for serving hot and

cold beverages. Due to the high volume of takeaway orders, these establishments are

key consumers of paper cups. The breakup by end users highlights the significant

demand from this sector, as coffee and tea shops rely on paper cups for their daily

operations.

Furthermore, Quick Service Restaurants (QSR) and other fast food shops heavily rely

on disposable packaging, including paper cups, to serve beverages and accommodate

the fast-paced nature of their operations. The breakup by end users reflects the demand

for paper cups from this sector, as these establishments cater to large volumes of

customers seeking quick and convenient dining options.

Moreover, paper cups find extensive usage in offices and educational institutions, where

people often consume beverages on the go or in shared spaces. Paper cups provide a

hygienic and convenient solution for individuals in these settings. Besides, the

residential use of paper cups includes households that rely on disposable cups for

various purposes like parties, picnics, and everyday use. The convenience and ease of

cleanup offered by paper cups make them a preferred choice for residential consumers.

Breakup by Distribution Channel:

Institutional Sales

Retail Sales

+357 96 030922
info@marketpublishers.com

Paper Cups Market in Europe Report by Cup Type (Hot Paper Cups, Cold Paper Cups), Wall Type (Single Wall, Doub...

https://marketpublishers.com/report/packaging_industry/food-packaging/paper-cups-market-europe.html


A detailed breakup and analysis of the paper cups market based on the distribution

channel have also been provided in the report. This includes institutional sales and retail

sales.

In the institutional sales channel, several businesses and organizations embrace paper

cups as a practical and hygienic alternative to traditional ceramic or glassware due to

their numerous benefits over their counterparts. The has led to coffee shops, fast-food

chains, and catering services relying on paper cups to serve customers. This has

contributed significantly to paper cups market in Europe in institutional sales.

Similarly, consumers across the region increasingly purchase single-serve beverages

from supermarkets, convenience stores, and vending machines. Paper cups offer a

convenient solution for packaging and consuming these beverages, which is driving the

demand for disposable cups in the retail segment.

Breakup by Country:

Germany

France

United Kingdom

Italy

Spain

Russia

Other.

United Kingdom exhibits a clear dominance, accounting for the largest market share

The report has also provided a comprehensive analysis of all the major regional

markets, which include Germany, France, the United Kingdom, Italy, Spain, Russia, and

others.

The United Kingdom is one of the largest markets for paper cups in Europe. It has a
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strong culture of coffee consumption, with a high number of coffee shops and cafes.

The convenience and sustainability of paper cups make them an ideal choice for these

establishments. Additionally, the country has been at the forefront of environmental

initiatives, emphasizing eco-friendly alternatives like paper cups. Government

regulations and consumer preferences further drive the demand for paper cups in the

country.

On the other hand, France is another key market for paper cups in Europe. The

popularity of to-go coffee and the increasing number of takeaway establishments

contribute to the demand for paper cups. The focus on sustainability and eco-

consciousness in France has also shifted towards more environmentally friendly options

like paper cups.

Competitive Landscape:

The top paper cups companies in Europe are playing a crucial role in driving the growth

of the paper cups market in the region. With their extensive expertise, resources, and

focus on sustainability, these companies are actively contributing to market expansion.

They are investing in research and development to innovate and introduce eco-friendly

materials, designs, and manufacturing processes that align with environmental

concerns and regulations.

Moreover, these companies are forging strategic collaborations with key stakeholders,

such as food service chains, packaging suppliers, and sustainability organizations, to

promote the adoption of paper cups as a sustainable alternative to plastic. Through their

strong distribution networks, marketing efforts, and customer-centric approaches, top

paper cup companies are meeting the increasing demand for disposable cups in various

sectors, such as food service, events, and households, and propelling the growth of the

market across Europe.

The report has provided a comprehensive analysis of the competitive landscape in the

paper cups market in Europe. Detailed profiles of all major companies have also been

provided.

Key Questions Answered in This Report

What was the size of the paper cups market in Europe in 2025?

What is the expected growth rate of the paper cups market in Europe during
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2026-2034?

What are the key factors driving the paper cups market in Europe?

What has been the impact of COVID-19 on the paper cups market in Europe?

What are the key regions in the paper cups market in Europe?
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Figure 60: Europe: Paper Cups (Residential Use) Market: Volume Trends (in Billion

Units), ?2020 & 2025?

Figure 61: Europe: Paper Cups (Residential Use) Market Forecast: Volume Trends (in

Billion Units), 2026-2034

Figure 62: Europe: Paper Cups (Other End Users) Market: Volume Trends (in Billion

Units), ?2020 & 2025?

Figure 63: Europe: Paper Cups (Other End Users) Market Forecast: Volume Trends (in

Billion Units), 2026-2034

Figure 64: Europe: Paper Cups (Institutional Sales) Market: Volume Trends (in Billion

Units), ?2020 & 2025?

Figure 65: Europe: Paper Cups (Institutional Sales) Market Forecast: Volume Trends (in

Billion Units), 2026-2034

Figure 66: Europe: Paper Cups (Retail Sales) Market: Volume Trends (in Billion Units),

?2020 & 2025?

Figure 67: Europe: Paper Cups (Retail Sales) Market Forecast: Volume Trends (in

Billion Units), 2026-2034
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